“Spectacular Failure,” CCA Tel Aviv-Yafo’s annual group
exhibition, examines the significant role that failure — losing,
coming up short — has played in Israeli art over the past fifty years.
At a time when we are bombarded with slogans of 'Total Victory’
and ‘Together We Will Win,’ this preoccupation has become
especially poignant. The participating artists don’t abandon the
playground-like dichotomy of winning and losing, but rather
undermine it from within, by identifying with the losing side.

The exhibition brings together works by artists who are
active today, while also tracing threads into the past. What unites
them is their engagement with failure as it cuts across culture:
from personal disappointments and social blunders to exposing
the absurdities of military ethos. Across the board, failure operates
not only as theme, but also as strategy: artists take on the role of the
loser, adopt the ‘unsuccessful’ aesthetic of the makeshift and the
provisional, and wield dark humor — all as a way to puncture official
narratives and lay bare our reality
in all of its uncomfortableness.

A chorus of hammers
provides the exhibition’s sound-
track: in Shir Handelsman’s
kinetic sculpture, rubber mallets
strike a large limestone block,
straining to break through but
instead producing only Stress
Fractures, as the work is titled.
Every few minutes, a cry of
despair joins this rhythm. It
emanates from Eran Nave’s video
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work on the balcony above, which
hovers suspended between sky
and ground.

A work by Efrat Natan
documents an action the artist
had staged in the months directly
following the Yom Kippur War of
1973, in which she can be seen
covering a young man who is lying on the ground in cloth several
times; each time, the covering — which is actually made of four
cut-ups from a single blanket — covers more and more of his body.
Finally, even his head is draped, like a shroud, with a fifth patch.
Natan’s conceptual work reaches back fifty years and conjures
an overwhelming sense of defeat and grief that characterized that
period in Israel’s history, which has many parallels in today’s reality.

Elsewhere, themes of sublimated violence and social
venom emerge. Yael Sloma presents her take on Judgment Day:
a grid of woodcut prints in which everyone descends into hell,
with no heaven in sight. Many of the falling figures are drawn from
popular YouTube “fail’ videos, capturing moments that range from
light slip-ups to tragic, extreme falls. Across the room, in Malki
Tesler's video, the artist and a friend point toy guns at incredulous
passersby in public spaces — a mall, a falafel stand, a bus. A kind of
tragicomic heroine, Tesler turns a day of work as a video artist — out
on location, shooting — on its head.

Considerations of masculinity, self-deprecation, and
a sense of play echo throughout the Ground Floor Gallery. In
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Gal Weinstein’s photographic self-portrait, the artist can be seen
jumping rope toward inevitable failure. Nearby are two late video
works by Buky Schwartz, in which a generic toy figure meets a
tragic fate through simple yet cunning tricks of the camera. Eden
Bannet’s sculpture shares this figurative playground: it fuses the
aesthetics of a gymnasium with the formal language of modernist
sculpture, subverting the aspirations of both realms for ascension,
physical prowess and vigor. Lastly in this grouping, llona Balaga
copies a pencil study of Leonardo da Vinci’s storm clouds. But she
adds to them a pair of Mickey Mouse’s sorcerer hands — as seen in
the film Fantasia — offering an ironic allegory about the destructive
force of power in unfit hands.

Upstairs, in the First Floor Gallery, Yael Frank stages
repeated attempts to recreate an iconic cinematic image of a military
tank charging into the sunset—only she does do by using a toy car
on a makeshift set. The song playing in the video is a well-known
national folk song in Hebrew
commemorating a heroic military
battle. It vibrates throughout
the floor, looped, stuck, and
fragmented. It is not the only work
in the exhibition that touches on
themes of commemoration and
safety that are tinged with a sense
of both fracture and longing. Two
o abstract drawings by Benni Efrat,
made over fifty years ago, take on
new meaning here. They are made
up of small lines in pencil which
appear as registers of time; at the
center of the composition, Efrat’s
signature X-form marks a void or
an absence. Nearby, an iPhone
that appears at first glance to have
been accidentally forgotten in the
gallery is a work by Uri Weinstein.
The phone flashes the word ‘Dad’
on its screen on a loop: a perpetually missed call. Another work
by Weinstein shows a security jacket emblazoned not with the
customary word ‘Security’ but with near-identical letters in Hebrew
that instead make up the word ‘Promise.’

Mistakes and mistranslations recur throughout the adjoining
rooms: A drawing by Eran Nave has all the visual markers of a letter
but remains ultimately illegible, its ‘words’ mere gibberish, like
a seismograph of feeling. Off to the side, in a video room, Roy
Menachem Markovich recounts a string of personal disasters,
including a vandalized exhibition of his works abroad that had been
forced to close on opening night. The sculptures that Markovich
exhibited in that failed opening also appear here. Markovich
refers to them as Miniments—miniaturized versions of national
monuments that are on the verge of collapse. Or, as the artist puts
it, “Sculptures that die after the exhibition.”

“Spectacular Failure” is curated by Tamar Margalit. The exhibition
is supported by Meislin Projects.
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Works in Exhibition

Ground Floor

1.
Eden Bannet

Untitled (from Donkey’s

Ears), 2018

Fabric, stuffing, plastic,

wood, cotton rope
Variable dimensions
Courtesy of the artist

2.

llona Balaga

The Flood, 2021
Charcoal on paper
67 x 82 cm (framed)
Courtesy of the artist

3.

Malki Tesler
Shooting, 2017
Video, 03:40 min
Courtesy of the artist

4.

Gal Weinstein
Untitled, 1997
C-print

70 x 50 cm

Courtesy of the artist

5.

6.

Yael Sloma

The Last Judgement,
2021-2022

60 woodcut prints

30 x 30 cm (each)
Courtesy of the artist

7.

Efrat Natan

Blanket and Boy (Desert),
1974

Photographed action, contact

prints mounted

on wrapping paper
25x20.5¢cm

Photo: Tamar Getter
Courtesy of the artist

8-9 (presented in sequence).
Buky Schwartz

Falling, ¢c. 2001

Video, 02:12 min

Courtesy the Estate of

Buky Schwartz

Buky Schwartz

Rest in Peace, 2001
Video, 06:10 min
Courtesy the Estate of

First Floor

10.

Yael Frank

Seven Attempts to Bring
Back the Sun, 2007
Video, 06:00 min
Courtesy of the artist

Soundtrack credits:
Lyrics by Yoram Taharlev;
music by Yair Rosenblum;
performed by the Central
Command Military Band

11-12.

Benni Efrat

Untitled, 1971

Graphite on paper

43 x 50 cm (framed)
Courtesy of the artist’s family

13.

Uri Weinstein
Promise, 2017

Digital print on jacket,
coat rack

Variable dimensions
Courtesy of the artist

14,
Efrat Natan
Five Patches, 1974

15.

Eran Nave

Letter, 2007

Pen on paper

43 x 50 cm (framed)
Courtesy of the artist

16.

Uri Weinstein

Incoming Call from Dad, 2021
iPhone and charger

Variable dimensions

Courtesy of the artist

17.

Eran Nave

The Axis Reversed, 2013
Video, 02:30 min
Courtesy of the artist

18.

Roy Menachem Markovich
12 works from Miniments,
2018-2025

Mixed media

Varying measurements
Courtesy of the artist

19.
Roy Menachem Markovich

Shir Handelsman Buky Schwartz Photographed action, The Day After, 2021
Stress Fractures, 2021 gelatin silver print Video, 05:00 min
Limestone, wood, 18 x 24 cm Courtesy of the artist
hammers, aluminum, Photo: Tamar Getter
mechanized engines Courtesy of the artist
1002 x 125 cm
Courtesy of the artist
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