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In Eastern Kentucky, climate change isn’t a distant theory—it’s a lived reality. Floods rip through hollers. 
Snowstorms send families to the Dollar General for the bare essentials. Out here, weather isn’t small talk. It’s 
a signal. A barometer. A force that calls people to prepare, to adapt, to bear witness. 



In Come Rain or Shine, Ceirra Evans returns again to the lives and landscapes of her upbringing—not to 
romanticize or flatten them, but to honor their everyday complexity, their humor, and their enduring 
relationship with the land and its changes. As much about people as they are about place, these paintings 
depict the way weather settles in the bones and dictates the shape of a week, a season, a life.

 

Full of warm detail, affection, and sharp wit, Evans’s work shows lives lived in rhythm with rural environments 
that are both beautiful and brutal, intimate and vast. A woman plants roses in splintering heat. A family 
gathers on a trailer porch to watch a storm roll in—the danger strong, but the pull of witnessing it even 
stronger. A farmer greets the mail carrier at the end of the gravel road—not out of routine, but out of a shared 
understanding that out here, connection is survival.



Evans paints with love, but never with illusion. Her work is grounded in deep familiarity—these are people she 
knows, or could know; stories pulled from her own upbringing in the Appalachian foothills. As a queer artist, 
her gaze challenges caricature and patronization alike, offering a vision of rural life that is honest, complex, 
and political by nature. The absurdity of blow-drying a plant in such bitter weather lands not as mockery, but 
as survival. The moment of sitting still to watch a storm feels less like recklessness and more like reverence.



As the political climate shifts alongside the literal one, Come Rain or Shine asks: who gets remembered in 
times of change? Who gets recorded, painted, cared for? Evans’s answer is clear. These people—her people
—deserve to be seen in full. This exhibition is a document, a witness, a love letter, and a warning. If the storms 
are getting stronger, the stories we tell about each other have to be, too.



– Belle Townsend

Ceirra Evans (b. 1999) is a Kentucky (US) based painter depicting Appalachia and rural narratives. Evan’s 
work has been reviewed by Hyperallergic, The New Yorker and other publications. Her work has been 
exhibited in 21c Museums in Louisville, Kentucky and Bentonville, Arkansas. In 2023, Evans had a solo show 
Come Home With Me at Virginia Tech’s Perspective Gallery (Blacksburg, VA) and a solo show A Wild Weed at 
Gallerie Geraldine Banier (Paris, France). Her most recent show Be Careful Out There  was held at Moremen 
Gallery (Louisville, KY).  Her work is held in multiple private collections in the United States and UK. Ceirra has 
a degree in Interdisciplinary Liberal Studies from Spalding University (Louisville, KY). She currently lives and 
works in Louisville, KY.
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Milk, Eggs, and Bread, 2025

Oil on canvas

80 x 56 inches
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Fixin’ to Rain, 2025 

Oil on canvas

54 x 68 inches
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Gotta Do What You Gotta Do, 2025 

Oil on canvas 

38 x 52 inches
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In Spite of Ourselves, 2025 

Oil on canvas 

66 x 42 inches 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Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner, 2025 

Oil on canvas 

50 x 72 inches


Ceirra Evans

Any Good News?, 2025 

Oil on canvas 

46 x 56 inches 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Coming up Roses, 2025 

Oil on canvas 

64 x 46 inches
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Kentucky Meat Shower, 2025

Oil on canvas

36 x 36 inches 
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Works are available for purchase, price list available upon request.


