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Living in the corner, 2024
Acrylic, aerosol on canvas, 42.5 x 30 x 4.5 cm
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parcel is pleased to present WRITER IN THE DARK, a solo exhibition by Japanese artist, DIEGO.

DIEGO has consistently turned his gaze toward the “gaps” in urban structures and landscapes—those
overlooked pockets within the city—and through painting and installation, has sought to give new meaning to
these neglected spaces. He finds his starting points not in grand landmarks, but in the mundane: rusted walls,
storage lots, scaffolding, and heaps of wood. For DIEGO, such scenes at the urban periphery harbor the latent
possibility of transforming ambient presences into tangible elements of the cityscape.

WRITER IN THE DARK revisits key themes that DIEGO has long explored, such as the relationship between the
studio and exhibition space, and the tension between sensation and documentation. He is particularly
fascinated by the dissonance that arises when a work created in the darkness of his night-time studio is later
displayed in the bright, pristine environment of a white gallery. This subtle but persistent discomfort—how the
atmosphere of a piece, once exposed to light, becomes unexpectedly refined—has long propelled his creative
process from within.

In recent years, DIEGO has deliberately embraced darker tones and built up layers of paint to depict scenes
infused with the passage of time and an indistinct, almost tactile mood. These works capture the fleeting
nuances of urban life: the glow of dusk, dust in the air, humidity, grime on a wall. His paintings appeal not only
to the eye but to bodily memory—evoking sensations rather than simply images.

Painting late at night in a grimy, dim studio, only to later install the work in a stark, white gallery. The result
often feels overly polished, leaving him to wonder, "Is this really how it should be?"

The same applies to graffiti—painted under the cover of night, only to be re-seen in the light of day, which
he feels betrays its essence. This awareness has led him to paint intentionally darker works, knowing they
will appear lighter in a gallery setting. By mixing pigments into deep hues and layering them repeatedly,
his canvases begin to resemble the muted shadows of late afternoon. For this exhibition, he plans to
experiment: presenting dark paintings in dim lighting, adjusting the illumination, even allowing shadows to
fall directly onto the works. The subtle details he observes in his time spent on the streets—light, shadow,
wall colors, grime, dust, and humidity—he believes are surprisingly important within both the paintings

and the exhibition space.

In this exhibition, DIEGO attempts to visualize the presence of darkness that inhabits his works by carefully
manipulating lighting and spatial composition. Shadows cast across canvases, the ambient temperature and
humidity surrounding the pieces—all of these contribute to reconstructing the interplay of light and darkness
found on the edges of the city.

DIEGO’s practice is not limited to visual expression; it is a responsive act that engages with the "unseen values"
emerging from the margins of systems, orders, and cultures within urban life. The fragmented texts, distorted
characters, and structures reminiscent of construction materials in his work each represent the contradictions
and clashing values that lie embedded in the cityscape.

As DIEGO’s second solo show at parcel, WRITER IN THE DARK is both a challenge to bring external sensations
and landscapes into the institutional whiteness of a gallery, and an invitation to share with viewers the
perceptual dissonance and subtle intimations of presence he uncovers through his ongoing dialogue with the
urban environment.
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Courier, 2025
Acrylic, aerosol on canvas, 24 x 18.7 x 4.3 cm

About the Artist:
DIEGO
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F 7318 E / Selected solo exhibitions

2025 EASY RIDER, Social Issue Gallery SIGNAL, Tokyo, Japan
2023 No.12, DAILY SUPPLY SSS, Tokyo, Japan

2022 MY SOCIAL LADDER, PARCEL, Tokyo, Japan

2021 INTERNATIONAL GATE, GALLERY ROOM-A, Tokyo, Japan
2020 I’m looking at you., OIL by Bijutsutecho, Tokyo, Japan

2020 Always Secret OK, ON SUNDAYS, Tokyo, Japan

2018 IMPORTANT GARBAGE, Hidari Zingaro, Tokyo, Japan

Lost items, 2025
Acrylic, aerosol on canvas, 37.5 x 31 x4 cm

Born in 1986 and based in Tokyo, DIEGO creates abstract
paintings that humorously personify everyday objects commonly
seen in the city. His “disjointed street expressions” expand the
scope of his work from visual arts like painting and murals to
graffiti in urban environments and conceptual art. In recent years,
he has been an active member of the collective SIDE CORE,
involved in curating exhibitions and presenting his own work.
Additionally, he directs mural projects for artists from around the
world as part of his own mural program.

F744 )L—T & / Selected group exhibitions

2024 Friends Wall, NN, Kanazawa, Japan

2024 NEU TRIBALISM, WALL _alternative, Tokyo, Japan

2024 SMALL FACTORY./ IN&TE LB, on Sundays&LightSeed
Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

2024 SPACE PAPER POP UP STORE, PACIFICA COLLECTIVES,
Tokyo, Japan

2023 Echo Windows, parcel, Tokyo, Japan

2023 BAYSIDE STAND, BLOCK HOUSE, Tokyo, Japan
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PARCEL opened in June 2019 in the East side of Tokyo Japan. In its distinctive space, a former parking lot in a hotel, PARCEL
aims to create a program that transcends various cultures with its focus centered on contemporary art, introducing a wide
range of artists from both Japan and abroad. Taku Sato, who has been in the gallery business in Tokyo for many years, is the
current gallery director, alongside with Sakie Takasu, a member of the art collective SIDE CORE, as the program advisor. In
February 2022, “parcel” opened as an annex on the second floor of a gallery complex located behind PARCEL. Through both
spaces, PARCEL/parcel aims to send out multifaceted messages which rise in such an era, while creating a list of exhibitions
and events which portray the characteristics of the gallery. A combination of a commercial gallery and a project space.
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