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“Nevar noliegt, ka universitate ir
patvéruma vieta, un vienlaicigi — nevar
piekrist tam, ka universitate ir
apgaismibas vieta.’

Freds Motens un Stefano Harnijs
The Undercommons

Ar nosaukumu “EDENE: Saldie seSpadsmit”, §i gada festivals un svinibas
atzimé makslas organizacijas, kurai sespadsmit gadus ir bijusi butiska loma
vietéjas un starptautiskas laikmetigas makslas procesu atbalstisanai Riga,

pieaugSanu (coming of age) un vienlaicigi — “saldos seSpadsmit”.

Kops dibinasanas 2009. gada Kim? sadarbojies gan ar jauniem, gan jau pazistamiem

maksliniekiem, teorétikiem, kuratoriem, filosofiem, tulkotajiem un domatajiem, tiecoties

shiegt atsaucigu kontekstu vinu darbiem un padarit kritiskas prakses pieejamas
plasakai auditorijai. Saja institdcijai tik svarigaja bridi “EDENE: Saldie se$padsmit”
maksliniekiem un skatitajiem vaica, ko nozimé no jauniesa kl|Ut par pieauguso, no
amatiera — par ekspertu, no idealisma pariet uz realismu, un ka pienemt si parmainu

procesa pavadoni — apjukumu — un ar to stradat.

Sekojot pirmajam festivalam “Jauna adrese: EDENE” 2024. gada vasara, $ogad “EDENE:
Saldie sespadsmit” atgriezies Hanzas ielas 22 adresé - toposaja jaunaja Kim? mitnes
vieta. Saja institlcijas parejas bridi makslinieki aicinati veidot pagaidu instalacijas, kas
sasaucas ar festivala tému un vienlaicigi smelas iedvesmu no €kas véstures, kas

savulaik kalpojusi par majvietu vairakam macibu iestadém, tostarp Rigas Ekonomikas

tehniskajai koledzai, Rigas Partikas rGpniecibas, mehanikas un tehnologiju tehniskajai

koledzai un Rigas Biznesa koledzai.

Skola nereti ir vieta, kur notiek personibas reguléSana un profesionalizacija, un |oti agri

klases telpa darbojas ka jauna cilvéka idealu stiprinatajs. St izglitibas un zinasanu

uzkrasanas véstures akumulacija pieversas pardomam par to, kam tiek dota iespéja

macit un kas tiek macits, un tadéjadi iegust noteicosu lomu makslinieku ekspozicijas.

Kritiskd pedagogija un sastingusas zinasanu jomas izstadé tiecas tikt pardefinétas un
no jauna uzlUkotas caur saviesigas kolegialitates prizmu, veidojot saikni ar radoSiem
individiem, kas ir ieintereséti un vélas piedalities jaunu socialo attiecibu veidosana.
Saja hiperprofesionalizacijai un véla kapitalisma tirgus prasibam pakartotaja laikmeta
festivala rotaliga programma atbalsta starpdisciplinarus makslas darbus, sadarbiba
balstitas performances un publiskas programmas, kuras rada celu uz nakotnes

briedumu, kas lauz ramjus un kliSejas, nevis aicina tam sekot.

“EDENE: Saldie se$padsmit” pulcé starptautiskus dazadu paaudzu maksliniekus un
radosas apvienibas, kuras darbojas plasa mediju spektra. Festivals aptver gan jaunus
pasutijumus, gan ieprieks Riga neizraditus darbus. Izstadi pavada bagatiga publiska
programma un festivala atklaSanas un nosléguma pasakumi ar performancém, didzeju

uzstasanos un dzivajiem koncertiem.

|zstades ietvaros iekartotaja “Piratiskaja biblioteka” apskatamas makslinieku un citu
uzaicinato dalibnieku atlasitas neautorizetas gramatu versijas, zini un Youlube saites,
kuras spé€ji ietekmejusas vinu pasu pieaugsanu. Festivals kalpo par norises vietu ari

Latvijas Makslas akadémijas Interjera dizaina nodalas vasaras skolai, kuras dalibnieku

istenota intervence - pilsétvides bars-skatuve — aktivizé EDENES iek$pagalmu-darzu

ka sabiedrisku telpu.

Atbalstitaji:

VALSTS
KULTURKAPITALA FONDS

Kultdras ministrija

A2

7 Freedom Foundation

£ %

|
! |
!
4 |
r |

“It cannot be denied that the

university is a place of refuge, and it
cannot be accepted that the university
is a place of enlightenment.”

Fred Moten and Stefano Harney
The Undercommons

Titled EDEN: Coming of Age, this festival and celebration marks
the 16" anniversary (“sweet sixteen”) of the venerable arts organisation,
which has played a pivotal role in supporting local and international

contemporary art in Riga.

Founded in 2009, Kim? has worked with both emerging and renowned artists,
theoreticians, curators, philosophers, translators and thinkers, aiming to provide

a responsive context to their work and to make critical practices accessible to a wider
audience. In this critical moment for the institution, EDEN: Coming of Age asks artists
and audiences what it means to transition from youth to adulthood, from amateur to

expert, from idealism to realism, and to embrace all the angst that comes with that.

Following the inaugural festival, EDEN: New Address, in 2024, this year's EDEN: Coming
of Age returns to the same address at 22 Hanzas Street, the future site of a new,
larger venue for Kim?. In this moment of transition for the institution, artists are invited
to conceive temporary installations that reference the festival's theme and are inspired
by the history of the building, which once housed several schools, including the Riga
Technical College of Economics, the Riga Technical College of Food Industry

Mechanics and Technology, and Riga Business College.

The school is often the site of regulation and professionalisation of personhood where
very early on the classroom acts as a fortification of ideals. This history of education
and knowledge accumulation as it relates to who gets to teach and what gets taught

play a formative role in these artistic interventions.

Here, artists toy with the notion of an undercommons, a refuge where one is skeptical
of the ivory tower but works within it to radically create new lenses of conviviality.
They do this through building relationships with people willing to participate in

the creation of new social relations and appropriating and satirizing

the overdetermined hyper-professionalisation and late-capitalist market demands.
EDEN: Coming of Age’s playful programme supports interdisciplinary artworks,
collaborative performances, and public programmes guiding the way towards a future

adulthood that breaks moulds rather than casting them.

EDEN: Coming of Age gathers together a group of international and inter-generational
artists who work in a wide range of media. The festival includes both new commissions
and existing work that has never been shown in Riga. The exhibition is accompanied
with a rich series of public programmes, and expansive festival opening and closing

events with performances, DJ sets, and live concerts.

Nestled inside the exhibition’s venue, the Bootleg Library displays unauthorised
versions of books, zines, and YouTube links selected by artists and other invited
contributors that highly influenced their own coming-of-age. The festival is

also the site for the Summer School of the Interior Design Department at Art
Academy of Latvia, resulting in a built intervention of an Urban Bar activating EDEN'’s

inner courtyard-garden as a social space.
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