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...the air is feverishly sticky. When she got home from the flower market she had to spend a good five minutes to
wrestle herself out of her clothes. She turns the cold water in the shower all the way on and sits in the bathtub. She runs
her fingers through her hair and rinses it. Delphenium petals fall out onto the shower stream. She watches the little blue
pieces swirling around and eventually getting stuck around the drain. She tries to count how many there are, but gets
easily distracted by her thoughts. She smells soil from her skin evaporating.

Joe was not at the market today. She wonders where he went. The last time she saw Joe she realized that her attraction
to him was in fact mostly influenced by the hats he wears and not, as she previously suspected, by his plaid shirts that
are always buttoned to the top. She’s always a little flustered looking him straight in the eye, so her gaze wanders off
down to his neck. She observes the movement of his Adam’s apple as he goes on about his day while packing up her
floral orders.

One time she caught a glimpse of a silver cross dangling out of Joe’s collar. She jokingly commented on her surprise
that he is a jewelry guy. Joe asked if any line from the Bible ever pops up in her mind. “No, never,” she told him. He
then tore off a corner of wrapping paper from his station and wrote something down:

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things... For now we see through a
glass, darkly, but then face to face.” —I1 Corinthians 13:7 and 12

“Here you go!” Joe hands her his notes with enthusiasm. She awkwardly folds it and tuck the paper into her wallet. She
couldn’t tell if he was flirting or hoping to convert her. She walked away that day trying to recall when was the last
time she opened a Bible and actually read it. Was she still in high school? Sitting on the dirty carpet that was never
cleaned in the center of the living room at the house she grew up in? She could almost remember the smell of that
house and the sound of the ceiling fans. They were always cracking and changing rhythms.

She’s changed a lot since then, but some rhythms remained the same. She still does karaoke to the same songs when
she’s in the shower. She pinches the petals out of the drain and walks into the living room to put on some music. She
leaves little puddles of water with every step on the wood floor. Her apartment dries up so fast in the Summer. When
she turns back the puddles have already turned into little dewy bubbles. As the shampoo on her head begins to foam,
she hears Bernard Sumner’s voice singing: “...you believe in a land of love.”

She starts to dance.
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