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For his first solo show at The Modern Institute, Osama Al Rayyan brings together a new suite of oil 
paintings on canvas and intimately scaled bronze sculptures. The paintings depict lone people or small 
groups, capturing a moment of ambiguous action. Their bodies and garments are richly rendered, and 
the paintings’ chromatically dense environments are key to their atmosphere – the air feels thick with 
an indefinable tension. The figures appear as if in the aftermath of an event, or else waiting for 
something to happen and simply attempting to pass time. There is a melancholy aspect to Al Rayyan’s 
various enigmatic scenes, and his figures often seem contemplative with eyes downcast. The head is 
also the focus of his bronzes and both show countenances with their eyes closed, as if at rest. While 
they share figurative concerns with his vivid paintings, their sombre and plain character stands in 
contrast to them. 

In the studio, Al Rayyan works intuitively, allowing decisions around colour and form to emerge naturally, 
without the need of a self-imposed conceptual framework. His poetic works draw together imaginary 
elements, observational drawing and his real-world experiences, with compositions often developing 
directly on the canvas.  Literature remains a key influence on his practice too. While not providing any 
direct references, for Al Rayyan twentieth century Latin American writing and specifically Magical 
Realism has provided a framework for understanding his merging of the ordinary with the fantastical 
or uncanny. The exhibition title itself provides a narrative framing for the works, suggesting themes of 
leisure and sociality and opening out ideas around temporary structures, shelter and rest. 

Osama Al Rayyan (b. 1995, Damascus, Syria) lives and works in Basel, Switzerland. Selected solo 
exhibitions include: ‘Poets or Poems’, Francis Irv, New York (2025); ‘New ways of preparing tea’, 
BRAUNSFELDER, Cologne (2025); ‘The Mail Man’, Mendes Wood DM, Brussels (2024); ‘Knights’ 
Galleria Federico Vavassori, Milan (2022); ‘One Thousand and One Business Days’, Magic Stop, 
Lausanne (2022). Group exhibitions include: ‘A String of Tongueless Bells’, Francis Irv, New York 
(2024); 'Les Urbaines', Ex-Cinema Eldorado, Lausanne (2023); ‘Zürich Biennale’, Kunsthalle Zürich, 
Zürich (2023); ‘Paper Trails’, Mendes Wood DM at d’Ouwe Kerke, Retranchement (2023); ‘Spring 
Equinox’, suns.works, Zurich (2022); ‘6 Bagatelles’, Galleria Federico Vavassori, Milan (2022); ‘CE N'È 
E CE NE SARÀ PER TUTT3’, Sonnenstube, Lugano (2022); 'World's Rainbow', Kunsthaus Baselland, 
Basel (2021); ‘Mode’, Riverside, Basel (2020). 
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Untitled, 2025
Oil on canvas
30 x 30 x 2 cm
11 3/4 x 11 3/4 x 3/4 in

Untitled, 2025
Oil on canvas
96 x 88 x 2 cm
36 5/8 x 34 5/8 in

Untitled, 2025
Bronze
9 x 8 x 7 cm
3 1/2 x 3 1/8 x 2 3/4 in

Untitled, 2025
Oil on canvas
160 x 140 x 4.5 cm
63 x 55 1/8 in

Untitled, 2025
Oil on canvas
30 x 30 x 2 cm
11 3/4 x 11 3/4 in
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Untitled, 2025
Oil on canvas
140 x 120 x 4.5 cm
55 1/8 x 47 1/4 in

Untitled, 2025
Bronze
7 x 15 x 10 cm
2 3/4 x 5 7/8 x 4 in
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