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March 12, 2020 —RISD Museum, RISD Sculpture, RISD Center for Arts & Language
Introduction presented as a livestream via Zoom, followed by livestream via Twitch at:
http://www.experimentallectures.org

Borders
by Naama Tsabar, in collaboration with Muireann Nic an Bheatha,
Ariana Padovano, Teo Von Baeyer, Asher White, and the musician Fielded

Asher White: This lecture serves as both a eulogy to the now defunct American bookstore chain Borders, which
had locations all across the midwest, and at one point had opened international stores in the UK and Australia.
| had countless experiences at different locations around the greater Chicagoland area as little kid, and look
towards these moments as guidance for a meditation on gender, performance, and the quest for a stable
identity.

Muireann Nic an Bheatha: Labhr6idh mé faoi chuid de na teorainneacha a bhi agam agus mé i mo chonai i
dtiortha éagsula i rith mo shaol. Labhréidh mé nios m¢ faoi thaithi na teorann na an pholaitiocht timpeall
na dtiortha. Creidim go minic go gceaptar go bhfuil teorainneacha ag léiriti go fisicitil i bhfoirm balla mar
shampla ach i mo thaithi phearsanta ni hamhlaidh a bhi. Ba mhaith liom machnamh a dhéanamh ar an gcaoi a

Teo Von Baeyer: Two hands, with the cuffs of a warm-toned plaid shirt and several
rings visible, set a small cardboard shipping box down into the frame, and open
it from the top. The hands then play a short tune on a small, single-octave
glockenspiel. A hand then introduces a tennis ball into the box, wobbling it as
it “speaks.”

Teny the Tennis Ball: Hi, I’'m Tenny the Tennis ball and you are gonna learn all
about me and the things that have happened to me and my best friend Fivey.

A hand introduces another smaller tennis ball into the box.

Fivey the Tennis Ball: Hi, I'm Fivey the Tennis ball and I'm Teny’s best friend.

Teny: Yeah, that right.

Fivey: They Call me Fovey because I'm smaller than Teny.
Teny: Yeah, that’s right, because five is smaller than ten.
Fivey: Yeah
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Naama Tsabar:
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Ariana Padovano: In 1698, Scottish mathematician John Craig published a book entitled Mathematical Principles
of Christian Theology. In this text, Craig uses a combination of probability and log-likelihood ratios to predict that
the Second Coming of Christ will occur before the year 3150. Craig's work was poorly received by his peers, and has
been largely overlooked by mathematicians and the clergy alike, but the existence of this text proves the point of my
lecture: the perceived divide between western science and religion has been mostly fabricated, and very recently. My
lecture will trace the interconnected histories of physics and the Catholic church, and discuss the gendered borders of
both disciplines.
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section of the field— there was no “transformation,” and there won’t be— | just moved.
Teny: Wow look at that, you were right, you were right Fivey, I’ve become an
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angel as well

Fivey: Isn’t that amazing.

Teny: Yaah, it is amazing.

Fivey: Wow, we are such beautiful angels.

Teny: Yeah we are both the same, the same as we were before but with halos.

Fivey: No, no, no, we used to be tennis balls, now we’re angels, it’s
different. -—7YnN yopn hynvin-—

Teny: Oh, oh okay.

Fivey: Yeah it’s really different--I'11 r@iﬁ?’@|% Q]ﬁﬁn}}\bﬁﬁﬂ_\}b FOMAW!

Teny: Oh alright, I didn’t mind being a tennis ball, but, uh, I think being
an angel does suit me well.

Fivey: Well, well, yeah but it suits me well too. :NWW’WT]D]?W)

Teny: Well, it’s not like it’s a competition.

Fivey: S@l’rowa}fordzéttw;glsgme@’fe elsgse, ‘cause we're best friends and we're
just both angels together.

Teny: Deting yais Knovg e yokearerat B¥eR/ @g6els, no need to know who is the

M@ettter angel. | 0

Fivey: kﬁnﬁﬁ§ Fn}ggﬂ,r@aggg%me an angel and then I made you an angel.

Teny: I&&%Hﬂ%%§%ﬁﬁ§VﬁeBBE$§ée?ﬁét you made me an angel because I am one now.

Fivey: Well, I won’t forget about it but you can forget about it if you want.

Teny: Théreyisole going back

| cand stepdeelingdi@Wspiel stacco, aggressively hitting with the mallet.

Teny: '%ﬂ‘a@%&h%%“ﬁ’ﬂéﬁl‘ gﬁ%\gh@ Hg,ag%'vp Q(l%t we are angels of course we'’ve
Tﬁé?ljé%%djgoﬂlg%]adkwfcfan't stop feeling now

Fivey: Well vyea course, like u iké uh the things that angels do that
we Eoﬁb know about.
Teny: IQ%q 9 9Q£%§28f course, all those things we both know about that angels

| y8s,a prpeess, mumand dad werg queen andjdng, .

Fivey: Yeah ose 1ke . g..
Teny: | éught-te have what feeling?

Fivey: ...giving.. giving gifts!

Teny: | sea me psaother pecplesseeme’ s what I was going to say.
Fivey: Yeah, yeah that’s what I said. Okay, let’s givesome gifts.

, There is no going back, | can't stop feeling now
Hand introduces a pink ribbon into the box.

| am not the same, I'm growing up again (x2)
Here, look I got you a ribbon. .
Teny: There;sno ggm%@&k, | canct stop feelin@maw 1+ really--it really makes me

11y important.
Fivey: Féﬁﬁééihﬁvl’m glad you like it. Well what about for me?
Teny: Oh of course, uh, I got you this star.
There is no going back, | can't stop feeling now

Hand intrqduces ﬁrgiow—in—the—dark star into 5 X.
am not the same, I'm growing up again (X y

Fivey: Tﬁé‘ré’@%&@%ﬁ‘rﬁ; ¥k ]C]étheSféB%eé notw feel so so important also. The

same amolUnt ©f important as you do, I'm sure

Teny: | Fado fahtasizese, that would be what you feel.
Hands playy Ehagreiie

Teny: Well, uh, wow, I have so much plaque in my teeth.
Fivey: Wh..what?

Teny: I have a lot of plaque in my teeth.

Fivey: Oh, okay, uh, why are you telling me?

Teny: It’s just really getting on my nerves.

Fivey: Okay, yeah, maybe brush your teeth or something?
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Teny:

Oh, that’s a great idea that will get the plaque out of my teeth.

Hand brings in a blue tooth brush and scrubs the larger tennis ball.

Brush brush brush brush brush.

Fivey: IW@?la f%@?%@{gls}o%v%gpgﬂy Oloé( rinet§?hl9u§l¥ﬂlght have plaque in my teeth

EVe those who did
Teny: 1, yeah but this toothbrush is too big for you.
Fivey: N@hergmmﬁ#gkxm@iﬁemaybe turn it around or something.
Teny: What do you mean?
Fivey: I h@@ﬁoa‘aptheﬂugt @ supvived
Teny: Okay.. oh! wow.
Fivey: Yeah, thought so, it’s one of those double-sided toothbrushes where
the other side of the toothbrush is smaller.
LookD'"TW3 MKy W Mmda fownn PH IRIRNAD WO TEERION YT DY
Teny: Wow, that’s great. Lets brush our teeth together.
Fivey: YEAR, ONIRRIN DN 1'WN 1DON INYN N1WN DN PRIND 7Iyn ,mynwn

Hand alternates scrubbing the two tennis ballB'MDPR BAYNEMA DAWWAA 133er ends
of the toothbrush.

TNNDDY NOp 1", -1715-1 ’131’1 125 N2 523 nvIN M9 12 ON

Fivey: Brush, brush, brush, bru
Teny: Brrhnneax CrREAT 'ﬁﬁb\fﬂh'nwn MMM MynNnwniing v Sy nnn
Fivey: Brush, brush, brush, brush
Teny: Brush, brush, brush, brush NTPY ITNINDIX NNXY
Wow, my teeth are so clean
Fivey: Mine as we
Y VYl XIin DA mvi]k and honey ,1996-1 9D D12ADNX D'NXIN DML IVPIPN
Hand 1 lock 1.
ands play glockenspie NP1ann Npnon 1997-1 .01wY "9 1wn Yy
Teny: Well, a lot happened, uh, we’ve played in the playground, and we’ve
brughaf omeyeebi’ pnd denwg1yere 1enge by maiesns BOJendmng we gave
each other gifts.
Fivey: DIYARN ] Ke2DWIN w2 W SN A9 RN N PEY meN@nN 20 0apNa Mwaintower in
that playground. And we are still best friends..
. NNNX nyina »m?
Hands play glockenspiel
, mTiaM ,nr ﬂ]AlbW%VJ N2 X IMMINAN DNXA 15 Mynwn Npaon
Fivey: Time to go
Tgny: %?ﬁﬁn%n%‘é‘au TN DX DD N2IWNN MPIann anmwnn 12X, NN Nm
Fivey: I’11 get in my sleeping bag.

.o

Hand puts small tennis ball in small bubble wrap pouch

Teny:

And I'11 get in my bed.

Hand puts small block in corner and puts big tennis ball on 1it.

Teny:
Fivey:

Wow I’'m so cozy, goodnight.
Yeah I'm so cozy too. Goodnight to vyou as well Teny.

Hands remove box and contents from frame
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Fielded:

No body gets you higher than your own/
I’ve been here for a while/
I’ve been here for too long/
And though the apple of my eye deceives me/
I stay here for a while/ ‘cause I can never leave/

I need something/I leave something/I keep something/ I know not what I do/ but stay tuned/
I need you/ I need you/

I try to keep it upright/ and I try to make it alright/

And oh/
lay down/ lay down/ what you thought you knew x3

No body gets you higher than your own/
I’ve been here for a while/
I’ve been here for too long/
And though the apple of my eye deceives me/
I stay here for a while/ ‘cause I can never leave/
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