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Cristin Tierney Gallery is pleased to present Light Years, a solo exhibition of new and 
recent works by Judy Pfaff. This is the artist's first solo show with the gallery, and the first 
solo show in our new location on 49 Walker Street. The exhibition opens Friday, October 
17th and will be on view through December 20th. The artist will be present at the opening 
reception.  
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For over five decades, Judy Pfaff has redefined the possibilities of sculpture and 
installation, pioneering an expansive practice that blends painting, assemblage, and 
architecture into immersive, sensorial environments. A “master scavenger,” she transmutes 
an array of found and fabricated materials—steel, resin, neon, plastic, fabric, glass, and 
faux flora, among other things—into constellations of form and color. Pfaff’s approach 
combines rigorous formal invention with intuitive improvisation, often described as 
“painting in space.” Her work is at once lyrical and chaotic, precise and unruly, materially 
dense yet visually buoyant. Though she has embraced countless fabrication techniques, 
from welding and glassblowing to carpentry, printmaking, and design, neon has become 
one of her most enduring interests, which she produces in collaboration with Joe Upham. 
Speaking about the material, Pfaff states: “Neon is dangerous, complicated, and brittle, 
but it’s such a foil for the loose [work] that I do.” 
 
Light Years includes several new works that reflect Pfaff’s restless experimentation and 
ongoing fascination with light. Crispy Noodle (2025) entwines fused glass, polyester resin, 
steel, and LED lights into a cascading bundle of brightly colored woven fibers, crowned 
with a glimmering mosaic lamp. The riot of textures blends into a form that hovers 
between relic and futuristic device, collapsing distinctions between ornament and 
structure, craft and vessel. In Travels to Bisnegar (2025), a recycled plastic carpet unfurls 
across the wall, studded with imitation flowers and punctuated by fluorescent neon rods. 
The work evokes a hybrid terrain where industrial detritus and natural growth intertwine, its 
surface alternating between light and the woven memory of domestic space. 
 
At the heart of the exhibition is a new sequence of large-scale panel works, each 
measuring eight by four feet. Created by pouring resin onto clear acrylic sheets laid flat, 
these pieces transform painterly gesture into translucent strata of color and texture. Once 
installed vertically, the panels function like glowing windows, illuminated by pigmented 
neon tubing. Suspended in a linear arrangement, the selection radiates energy across the 
gallery walls, recalling stained glass, digital pixels, and abstract expressionist canvases. 
Yet the works remain distinctly Pfaff—improvisational, sensorial, and wildly maximalist. 
 
Judy Pfaff (b. 1946, London, UK) creates interdisciplinary work that combines painting, 
printmaking, sculpture, and installation. She received a BFA from Washington University, 
Saint Louis (1971), and an MFA from Yale University (1973). Pfaff has exhibited work in the 
Whitney Biennials of 1975, 1981, and 1987, and represented the United States in the 
1998 São Paulo Bienal. She has recently had solo exhibitions at The Schnitzer Collection, 
Wave Hill Public Garden & Cultural Center, the Sarasota Museum of Art, and the Truro 
Center for the Arts. Pfaff’s works reside in the permanent collections of the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York, Whitney Museum of Art, Tate Gallery, Brooklyn Museum of Art, 
Buffalo AKG Art Museum, and the Detroit Institute of Arts, among others. She has received 
many awards, including the Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Sculpture 
Center (2014), MacArthur Foundation Award (2004), and the Guggenheim Fellowship 
(1983). Pfaff lives and works in Tivoli, New York. 
 



 

 

Founded in 2010, Cristin Tierney Gallery is a contemporary art gallery with a deep 
commitment to the presentation, development, and support of a roster of both established 
and emerging artists. Its program emphasizes artists engaged with critical theory and art 
history, with an emphasis on conceptual, video, and performance art. Education and 
audience engagement is central to our mission. Cristin Tierney Gallery is a member of the 
ADAA (Art Dealers Association of America). 
 
Images 
Detail of Judy Pfaff, blue is for sky, yellow is for wheat, 2025. Steel, wood, acrylic, epoxy 
resin, polyurethane foam, vinyl, imitation flowers and fruit, neon light, LED light. 110 x 84 x 
42 inches (279.4 x 213.4 x 106.7 cm). 
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