The Gesellschaft fiir Moderne Kunst am Museum Ludwig will present the 2017 Wolfgang Hahn
Prize to Trisha Donnelly. With this prize, which has been awarded annually over the past twenty-
three years, the organization will recognize the extraordinary oeuvre of this artist, who was born in

1974 in San Francisco and now lives in New York.

The prize includes the acquisition of a work or a group of works by the artist for the collection of
the Museum Ludwig. An exhibition of Trisha Donnelly’s work will also take place at the museum,
and a catalogue will be published to commemorate the award. The jury for the 2017 Wolfgang Hahn
Prize included this year’s guest juror Suzanne Cotter, director of the Serralves Museum of contem-
porary art in Porto; Yilmaz Dziewior, director of the Museum Ludwig; Mayen Beckmann, chairwo-
man of the Gesellschaft fiir Moderne Kunst; as well as Gabriele Bierbaum, Sabine DuMont Schiitte,

Jorg Engels, and Robert Miiller-Griinow as board members of the Gesellschaft fiir Moderne Kunst.

Mayen Beckmann, chairwoman of the Gesellschaft fiir Moderne Kunst, offered the following state-
ment on the selection of the artist: “The jury was enthusiastic about Trisha Donnelly’s diverse work,
which resists interpretation. With sculptures, drawings, performances, films, and photographs, she
creates works that lead us as viewers into entirely different spheres of perception. Her consistency
and radical approach to questions of aesthetics or reception were an important reason for honoring
Trisha Donnelly with the Wolfgang Hahn Prize. This is very much in keeping with the spirit of

Wolfgang Hahn, who saw the connection between life and art in the avant-garde.”

Suzanne Cotter, director of the Serralves Museum of contemporary art in Porto: “The Wolfgang-
Hahn Prize is one of the most inspiring awards for contemporary artists of its kind, and it is with
enormous pleasure that the prize this year goes to Trisha Donnelly. Trisha Donnelly is without doubt
one of the most compelling artists of our time whose work offers entirely new ways of experiencing
and thinking about form, at once synaesthesic and disruptively transporting. As an artist she occu-
pies a position of committed resistance to the easy appropriation of art as something contained and
ultimately controllable. At the same time, the extraordinary generosity of her work, that touches on
the visual — in particular the photographic —, the spoken, the aural and the physical, is electrifying

in its permission.”

Yilmaz Dziewior, director of the Museum Ludwig: “For us as an institution whose mission is to col-
lect contemporary art, the presentation of the prize to Trisha Donnelly is excellent news. I have fol-
lowed Trisha’s work closely for years; she brings the problem that artists have long worked on—-
namely, what the very concept of an artwork means—into the future. Her independence and resis-

tance to all forms of appropriation are essential elements of her work, as is her ability to adjust to



the specific exhibition venue and context, only to overturn everything, to dispense with any context
of meaning, and to directly appeal to the viewer. The Wolfgang Hahn Prize thus once again sets new

standards by recognizing an extraordinary and pioneering artist.”

BAUWENS and Ebner Stolz, two local companies in Cologne, will continue their long-term support
of the award ceremony in 2017 as well as the exhibition at the Museum Ludwig and the publication.
In 2016 both companies agreed to generously support the Wolfgang Hahn Prize for at least three

years.
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