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Until March 1, 2026, the Contemporary Art Centre (CAC) will host the solo exhibition ‘Father’ by
the artist Mykolas Valentinas. The starting point of this exhibition is the archive of drawings and
prints by his father, artist Rytis Valantinas, which the son transforms using artificial intelligence.
The filter of new technologies brings to the surface the contradictory dynamics between father
and son: a mixture of adoration and a ‘desire’ to appropriate or ‘take over’ the father’s work. The
Al-generated images that interpolate the archive are exhibited alongside another essential
offshoot of the father’s creative oeuvre — money.

Rytis Valantinas is the author of some of the first banknotes of independent Lithuania — the
talonas and litas. He also created a 1000-litas note that never entered circulation. The exhibition
presents money in a twofold manner: as a political, cultural and economic symbol — the heritage
of an entire nation — and as a family relic, laden with memories and claims of inheritance. The
deconstruction of the 1000-litas note into the constituent elements needed for counterfeiting
becomes a creative gesture that binds together personal and mythological worlds, exposes the
mechanisms of value creation, and blurs the boundaries between original and copy, reality and
fiction.



SMC/CAC

Siuolaikinio meno centras / Contemporary Art Centre

BIOS

MYKOLAS VALANTINAS is an artist living and working in Vilnius. He graduated with a BA in
Philosophy from Vilnius University and an MA in Photography from the Ecole cantonale d’art de
Lausanne (ECAL) in Switzerland.

His practice includes video, photography, and installation. His works have been shown in
Lithuania and abroad, including the ‘Artists’ Film International 2025: Dream States’ programme
curated by Forma in collaboration with 16 cultural institutions across four continents, the Radvila
Palace Museum of Art in Vilnius (2024), the LNDM National Art Gallery, VDA Nida Art Colony
(2023), and Platform L in Seoul (2022). Valantinas is the recipient of the ‘JCDecaux Prize 2023:
Exchange for Age’ audience award.

‘Father’ is Valantinas’ first solo exhibition.

POVILAS GUMBIS is a curator and art historian working at the Sapieha Palace branch of the
Contemporary Art Centre (CAC). He graduated with a BA in Art History from the University of
Essex and an MA from the Courtauld Institute of Art in London. He has curated solo exhibitions
by Deividas Vytautas Aukscitnas and Lin May Saeed, as well as the international film exhibition
‘Artists’ Film International 2024: Solidarity’.
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RELEVANT INFORMATION

Texts

e Exhibition’s curatorial text written by Povilas Gumbis
Interview] Mykolas Valantinas: ‘Everything Costs Money — So | Learned to Print
Banknotes’

e [e-flux Announcements] Mykolas Valantinas: Father and film premiere

Photos
e Photo documentation by Lukas Mykolaitis



https://cac.lt/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/TEVAS-en.pdf
https://cac.lt/en/mykolas-valantinas-everything-costs-money-so-i-learned-to-print-banknotes/
https://cac.lt/en/mykolas-valantinas-everything-costs-money-so-i-learned-to-print-banknotes/
https://www.e-flux.com/announcements/6784952/mykolas-valantinasfather
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YFciibSQp59gDL1jEv2_Q8Jy7o4RGvEr?usp=drive_link
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Contacts for additional information

Exhibition curator Povilas Gumbis
+370 648 87205

povilas.gumbis@cac.It

Exhibition coordinator Kotryna Ausriné Karyznaité
+370 647 40445
kotryna.karyznaite@cac.lt

Communication coordinator for CAC Monika Valatkaité
+370 609 79415
monika.valatkaite@cac.lt

O}g Social media

Instagram:

Contemporary Art Centre https://www.instagram.com/cacvilnius/
Exhibition curator Povilas Gumbis https://www.instagram.com/povilas _gumbis/

Artist Mykolas Valantinas https://www.instagram.com/mykolas.valantinas/

0 Facebook:

Contemporary Art Centre https://www.facebook.com/cacvilnius/

@ LinkedIn:

Contemporary Art Centre https:/It.linkedin.com/company/contemporary-art-centre
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Team of Mykolas Valantinas’ solo exhibition ‘Father’

Artist:
Mykolas Valantinas

With works by:
Rytis Valantinas

Film collaborator:
Nefeli Synesiou-Quay

Curator:
Povilas Gumbis

Coordinator:
Kotryna Karyznaité

Architect:
Gabrielé Cerniavskaja

Head of technical team:
Lukas Strolia

Technical team:
Almantas LukoSevigius, Vytautas Narbutas, Matas Satiinas, llona Virzinkevi¢

Curators of the educational programme:
Agné Taliaté, Kamilé Krasauskaité

Graphic design:
Vytautas Volbekas

Communication:

English translator:
Aistis Zekevigius

Language editors:
Dangé Vitkiené, Gemma Lloyd

Partners:
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Pinigy muziejus, Lietuvos bankas, ECO3, Fujifilm Lietuva, JCDecaux

Sponsors:
CoinGate, VIALET

Patron of the Contemporary Art Centre and Sapieha Palace:
reefo

Acknowledgments:

Snaiguolé Valantiniené, Adomas Valantinas, Lukrecijus Dada, Paulius JanuSonis, Dalia
Grimalauskaité, Adomas Mazeika, Andrius Papinas, ‘I’ from Sventoji, ‘Livita’, Gasparas
Zondovas, Petras DabriSius, Véjiuné LeSkyté, Elena Kanarskaité, Karolis Tumelis, Dominykas
Bliznikas



