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Tacita Dean FILM (UK)

“Film is chemistry: chemistry that has produced the miracle of the 
moving image.” – Tacita Dean

Tacita Dean’s FILM is a mesmerising reflection on the physical artistry of 
filmmaking – the play of light and texture made possible by tinting, hand 
editing, reel splicing and other digitally impossible forms. Epic yet intimate, 
Dean’s work is a surreal, hallucinatory display of ever-transforming images, 
grand and minute, silent yet full to bursting.

Originally staged in the monumental space of the Tate Modern’s Turbine 
Hall, screened onto a massive, 13-metre-tall monolith, FILM appears for its 
second-ever showing in the expansive setting of ACCA’s main gallery. 

Flickering with a luminous, tangible beauty, Tacita Dean’s artwork is an epic 
homage to an endangered medium – a pure and essential distillation of the 
fading magic of celluloid cinema.

Curator Juliana Engberg

“A mesmerising and at times stunningly 
beautiful tribute to the medium of film… a vivid 
homage to cinematic skill with subtle nods to  
great moments in modern art.” 

– Evening Standard (UK)

FREE

Where
Australian Centre for Contemporary Art

When
10 Oct – 24 Nov

Special Festival opening hours
10am – 8pm daily

More Information
accaonline.org.au  
melbournefestival.com.au
Image 
Tacita Dean, FILM, 2011 
Installation view, Unilever Series, Turbine Hall, 
Tate Modern, London 
Photography Marcus Leith & Andrew Dunkley 
Courtesy the artist; Frith Street Gallery, 
London and Marian Goodman Gallery, 
New York/Paris

35mm colour and black & white portrait format 
anamorphic film with hand-tinted sequences, 
mute, continuous loop, 11 minutes

ACCA receives on-going support from The 
Australia Council for the Arts, Arts Victoria 
and City of Melbourne. The Tacita Dean FILM 
exhibition is presented by AUDI and supported 
by the British Council.

On Film 
A public lecture by Tacita Dean, 
renowned international artist.

Booking is required to attend this 
free event.

FREE

Where
ACMI Cinemas

When  
Thu 10 Oct at 6.15pm

Duration  
2 hours, no interval

Booking  
accaonline.org.au 
acmi.net.au

Presented by ACCA in association with ACMI

Australian Premiere
Presented by the Australian Centre  
for Contemporary Art and  
Melbourne Festival

From the seeds of Shakespeare’s greatest tragedy, King Lear, emerges an 
explosive Indigenous reinterpretation – the tale of a community divided 
by greed, pride and ambition.

One of Shakespeare’s most powerful works, King Lear is an unmatched epic 
of kinship, country, justice and despair. Now in the hands of director Michael 
Kantor and co-creator Tom E. Lewis – who also takes the title role – this 
timeless tragedy speaks to the tangled legacy of Indigenous Australia. 

A powerful melding of Shakespearian pathos with Aboriginal language,  
music and dance, The Shadow King recasts King Lear as a sprawling, blood-
soaked tale of two Indigenous families in Australia’s north, weaving an 
incendiary parable that hums with the dark echoes of our nation’s history, 
probing at our understanding of kinship, land and belonging. 

Bringing together some of the brightest lights of Indigenous theatre, film and 
music, including Tom E. Lewis (The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith), Jimi Bani 
(Mabo) and the music talents of Bart Willoughby (Yothu Yindi), The Shadow 
King is performance at its most vital and immediate. 

Michael Kantor and Tom E. Lewis give a free talk as part of the  
Artists in Conversation series (p56) on Tuesday 22 October at 1pm.

Co-Creators Michael Kantor & Tom E. Lewis 
Director Michael Kantor 
Lighting Design Paul Jackson 
Set Design Paul Jackson, Michael Kantor & David Miller 
Sound Design Kelly Ryall 
Props & Costume Design Ruby Langton-Batty 
Music Consultant Iain Grandage 
Musical Arrangements John Rodgers 
Dramaturg Marion Potts 
Film Natasha Gadd, Rhys Graham & Murray Lui 
Sound Design Kelly Ryall

World Premiere
Presented by Melbourne Festival  
and Malthouse Theatre

Malthouse Theatre (Australia) 

The Shadow King
Performers Stephen ‘Baamba’ 
Albert, Jada Alberts, Jimi Bani, 
Frances Djulibing, Djamangi 
Gaykamangu, Rarriwuy Hick,  
Kamahi Djordan King, Tom E. Lewis, 
Natasha Wanganeen

Band Selwyn Burns, Jida 
Gulpilil, Bart Willoughby

Where
The Malthouse, Merlyn Theatre

When 
Previews 
Fri 11 & Sat 12 Oct at 7.30pm 
Sun 13 Oct at 2pm 

Season 
Tue 15 Oct at 6.30pm  
Thu 17 & Fri 18 Oct at 7.30pm 
Sat 19 at 2pm*, 7.30pm  
Sun 20 Oct at 5pm 
Tue 22 Oct at 6.30pm 
Wed 23 Oct at 7.30pm 
Thu 24 Oct at 1pm, 7.30pm 
Fri 25 Oct at 7.30pm 
Sat 26 Oct at 2pm, 7.30pm 
Sun 27 Oct at 2pm

*Includes post-show discuss

Tickets 
Previews (11–13 Oct) $49 / $41 
Student/Under 30s $30 
Senior $45 
Groups 8+ $45 each

Season $59 / $48 
Student/Under 30s $30 
Senior $52 
Groups 8+ $52 each 
Transaction and booking fees may apply 
No concession for Saturday evening performances 
Save up to 15% – see page 75

Booking 
The Malthouse (03) 9685 5111 
malthousetheatre.com.au 
Ticketmaster 136 100 
melbournefestival.com.au
Image Daybreak Films

This project has been assisted by the Australian 
government’s Major Festivals Initiative, 
managed by the Australia Council its arts 
funding and advisory body in association with 
the Confederation of Australian International 
Arts Festivals including Melbourne Festival, 
Sydney Festival, Perth International Arts Festival, 
Adelaide Festival and Brisbane Festival. 
Presented in association with Sydney Festival, 
Perth International Arts Festival, Adelaide 
Festival and Brisbane Festival. 
Supported by the Tom Kantor Fund.

 
Wheelchair bookings (03) 9685 5111
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