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My Pilgrimage to Ludwig Feuerbach’s Grave on July 28, 2004

On July 28, 2004, the 200th birthday of Ludwig Feuerbach, I, a religion-critical teenager from
Kleinsendelbach, set out on a very special journey on foot: my destination was Ludwig Feuerbach’s
grave in Nuremberg. The path was long and arduous: | walked through the villages of Brand,
Kleingeschaidt, and GroBgeschaidt, finally arriving in Nuremberg late in the afternoon.

Shortly before reaching my goal, | passed the Street of Human Rights. There, | thought about
Feuerbach’s 11th thesis and wondered whether it was Karajan’s fault that the world is the way it is,
or only his fault if it remained that way. (Then | realized: it wasn’t Karajan at all, but Karawan — and
he bears no guilt.)

Suddenly, behind the avenue of human rights, | was startled by a burning saint: a bronze phoenix
rising from the ashes, pointing toward the Germanisches Nationalmuseum and commanding me to go
to the fourth and final floor of the museum. Once upstairs, | immediately understood why the saint had
sent me: the works of Feuerbach’s nephew Anselm were on display, showing portraits of his muse,
Nana Risi — who looked surprisingly similar to me.

Back home in Kleinsendelbach, the Sendelbach was in flames: Kleinfeuerbach.
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