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OCHI is pleased to present Three Moments of an Explosion, an exhibition of new paintings by Serbian-Amer-
ican artist Nevena Prijić, marking her first solo presentation with the gallery.

The works on view begin as drawings and material studies on transparent and translucent sheets of mylar. 
Layering these sheets, the artist composes scenes that harmonize their chaotic and discrete parts. Through 
photography, the sensuous qualities of the stacks’ dimensionality, shadows and edges, are captured, projected 
and enlarged onto canvas. Scaled-up lines, marks and forms, rendered in oil with studious precision, reveal 
new worlds teeming with strange life.

What is left is energy, movement, light; the record of change itself. Through painting, Prijić seeks parallel 
worlds that mirror our own, where corporal bodies and galaxies entwine. Suspended between the analytic lens 
of a microscope and the persuant gaze of a telescope, she discovers images that appear to reveal the spectral 
conditions of creation. Atoms split, cells multiply, matter streaks across undulating magnetic fields, a billion 
tiny particles model an abstract space on the cusp of the real.  

OCHI

“The airglow is a dusty greenish yellow. Beneath it in the gap between atmosphere and earth is a fuzz of neon 
which starts to stir. It ripples, spills, it’s smoke that pours across the face of the planet; the ice is green, the 
underside of the spacecraft an alien pall. The light gains edges and limbs; folds and opens. Strains against the 
inside of the atmosphere, writhes and flexes. Sends up plumes. Fluoresces and brightens. Detonates then in 
towers of light. Erupts clean through the atmosphere and puts up towers two hundred miles high. At the top 
of the towers is a swathe of magenta that obscures the stars, and across the globe a shimmering hum of rolling 
light, of flickering, quavering, flooding light, and the depth of space is mapped in light. Here the flowing, 
flooding green, there the snaking blades of neon, there the vertical columns of red, there the comets blazing 
by, there the close stars that seem to turn, there the far stars fixed in the heavens, beyond them the specks 
that can barely be seen.”
									         — Samantha Harvey, Orbital (2023)

Nevena Prijić (b. 1985, Belgrade, Serbia) earned her MFA and BFA from Academy of Fine Arts at The Uni-
versity of Novi Sad in Serbia. Her work has been exhibited widely, including at M+B in Los Angeles, CA and 
Bozomag in Los Angeles, CA: Mrs. Gallery in Queens, NY; Novo Connect, The Hole, and Hesse Flatow in 
New York, NY; Public Gallery in London, United Kingdom; Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris, France; and 
numerous exhibition spaces in Belgrade, Serbia. In 2023 the Worcester Art Museum commissioned Voyager, 
a permanent, large-scale painted installation. She has been awarded artists residencies at Cité Internationale 
des Arts in Paris, France and at Outside Project in Florence, Italy. Prijić lives and works in Los Angeles, CA.
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1.	 Nevena Prijić
	 In Pools and Caves, 2025
	 Oil on canvas
	 45 x 56.5 in
	 (PRINE_0010)
	

2. 	 Nevena Prijić
	 Sound, Liquid and Rushing, 2025
	 Oil on canvas
	 20 in x 26 in
	 (PRINE_0014)

3. 	 Nevena Prijić
	 A Moment Ago, 2025
	 Oil on canvas
	 57 x 87 in
	 (PRINE_0011)

4. 	 Nevena Prijić
	 Sometimes Destructive, 2025
	 Oil on canvas
	 53 x 64 in
	 (PRINE_0009)

5.	 Nevena Prijić
	 Other Moons and Planets, 2025
	 Oil on canvas
	 78.5 in x 106.5 in
	 (PRINE_0008)
	

6. 	 Nevena Prijić
	 Against the Cold, 2025
	 Oil on canvas
	 20 in x 26 in
	 (PRINE_0013)

7. 	 Nevena Prijić
	 A Billion Pieces, 2025
	 Oil on canvas
	 48.5 x 68 in
	 (PRINE_0012)


