
TheThe  moremore  cucurrsseedd  eevveerrythingything  appeaappearrss,,  thethe  moremore  wwe e 
looklook  atat  thethe  peperrsistensistenccee  ofof  mmytythh,,  ritualritual  andand  supesuperrstisti--
tiotionn,,  thethe  manimaniffoldold  humanhuman  pprractiacticceess  ofof  ggrraspingasping  at at 
agencyagency  throughthrough  ritriteess  andand  customscustoms  eevvenen  inin  ourour  tteechch--
nologicallynologically  deterministicdeterministic  prpreesent:sent:  wwhhyy  dodo  wwee  still still 
thrthrooww  ccoinsoins  intointo  ffountains?ountains?  OOurur  supesuperrstitiousstitious  spirit spirit 
ebbsebbs  asas  wwee  grgrooww  eevverer  moremore  distantdistant  fromfrom  thethe  temtem--
peperramentalamental  rrainain  thatthat  ccouldould  sufsufffocateocate  thethe  cropscrops  and and 
engorgeengorge  thethe  ririvveerrss  toto  disastrousdisastrous  width;width;  andand  itit  flfloowws s 
asas w wee  ccrrawlawl  closercloser  toto  enduringenduring  aa  horihorizzonon  fullfull  ofof  simisimi--
larlylarly  catastrophiccatastrophic  wweatheeatherr..  ThisThis  shshooww  isis  thenthen  an an 
allallooyy, mixing together the d, mixing together the deeep past and the unep past and the unccerer--
taintain  futurefuture  toto  reprrepreesentsent  aa  currentcurrent  momentmoment  thatthat  cconon--
tinuouslytinuously  getsgets  hardeharderr,,  toughetougherr,,  impossibleimpossible  toto  break break 
out oout off..

ThatThat  dodoeess  notnot  meanmean  thatthat  itit  isis  infinitelyinfinitely  rigidrigid——chaos chaos 
ccontinuontinueess  toto  leakleak  fromfrom  eevveerryy  crcreeviviccee  andand  ccorneornerr, , 
dripping,dripping,  soakingsoaking  andand  rottingrotting  aawwaayy  atat  thethe  vveerryy  cconon--
cretecrete  fformsorms  ofof  ccontrolontrol  thatthat  shapeshape  ourour  eexistenxistenccee..  In In 
thethe  difdiffferentiationerentiation  thatthat  IIvváánn  IllichIllich  mamakkeess  betbetwweeen en 
whatwhat  hehe  callscalls  ‘‘archetypicalarchetypical  wwateaterrss’’,,  thethe  enigmatic enigmatic 
vvehicleehicle  fforor  mamannyy  aa  metaphormetaphor  inin  almostalmost  eevveerryy  culture culture 
inin  thethe  wworld,orld,  andand  meremere  H2H200,,  aa  productproduct  ofof  thethe  indusindus--
trialtrial  eerraa,,  scarscarccee  andand  tteechnicallychnically  managmanageed;d;  Illich Illich 
underlinunderlineess  thethe  motifmotif  ofof  thethe  disenchantmentdisenchantment  ofof  the the 
wworld,orld,  thethe  lengtheninglengthening  distandistanccee  betbetwweeenen  usus  and and 
thethe  realmrealm  ofof  mmytythh,,  dreamsdreams  andand  ssymbolsymbols  thatthat  ggaavve e 
sensesense  andand  purposepurpose  toto  ourour  eexistenxistenccee..  OOvverer  thisthis  body body 
ofof  wworkork  loomslooms  aa  ddeesiresire  toto  sharpensharpen  realitrealityy,,  whichwhich  is is 
notnot  thethe  samesame  asas  rre-e-enchantingenchanting  it,it,  butbut  thatthat  dodoees s 
sseeekek  toto  enhanenhanccee,,  intensiintensiffyy  itsits  eexperienxperienccee,,  bbyy  actiactivvaa--
tingting  thatthat  whichwhich  remainsremains  odd,odd,  visviscceerralal  oror  opaqueopaque  in in 
ourour  perpercceieivveedd  domdomeesticitsticityy..    ConsiderConsider  thethe  humble humble 
bathroombathroom  stall:stall:  aa  plaplaccee  toto  aavvoidoid  labolaborr,,  toto  doomdoom  scroll scroll 
onon  yyourour  phonphonee,,  toto  susurrvivivvee  aa  panicpanic  attacattackk,,  toto  aacccceess ss 
anoanonnymousymous  pleasurpleasuree,,  toto  sniffsniff  whatwhateevverer  upup  yyour our 
nosnosee..  ItsIts  hidhideeoutout  potential,potential,  eevvenen  ifif  fforor  aa  moment,moment,  is is 
quasiquasi--endlendleessss  andand  itit  aawwaitsaits  atat  eevveerryy  turn:turn:  atat  yyour our 
shittyshitty  jojobb,,  atat  thethe  gentrifigentrifieedd  wwarehousearehouse  rraavvee,,  atat  the the 
shittyshitty  mall,mall,  atat  thethe  grossgross  busbus  statiostationn,,  atat  thethe  shittyshitty  didivve e 
babarr..

DDeesirsiree,,  lilikkee  wwateaterr,,  alalwwayayss  findsfinds  aa  wwaayy,,  andand  thethe  one one 
thingthing  thatthat  mamakkeess  usus  humahumann,,  isis  thatthat  wwee  wwoonn’’tt  stop stop 
untiluntil  wwee  getget  ourour  fifixx——eevvenen  ifif  thatthat  meansmeans  thethe  entire entire 
wworldorld  mustmust  toto  bebe  remaderemade  intointo  ourour  ccoonnvvenieneniencce-e-dede--
mandingmanding  imagimagee..    WWee  miniaturiminiaturizzee  aa  wwateraterffallall  and and 
affixaffix  itit  atopatop  yyourour  rrececeptioneption  ddeesskk,,  wwee  miniaturiminiaturizze e 
priprivvacyacy  totooo,,  turnturn  itit  intointo  aa  stallstall  standingstanding  inin  thethe  middle middle 
ofof  thethe  laborlabor//cconsumptiononsumption  panoptipanopticcon:on:  bothboth  winkwink  at at 
thethe  undeniableundeniable  humanhuman  nneeeedd  fforor  aa  breabreakk,,  fforor  reflrefleecc--
tiotionn,,  fforor  aa  momentmoment  alonealone  oror  inin  ccommunionommunion  with with 
naturnaturee——eevven in its most absten in its most abstrractacteed d fforormm..

InIn  herheree,,  thethe  orifiorificcee  isis  protagonist,protagonist,  itit  gigivveess  shapeshape  and and 
functionfunction  toto  spaspaccee..  ThroughThrough  it,it,  goodsgoods  flflooww  inin  and and 
wwasteaste  flfloowwss  out,out,  pleasurepleasure  isis  aacccceesssseedd  andand  yyearning earning 
isis  spillspilleed.d.  AA  darkdark  beatbeat  ccompelsompels  yyou,ou,  aa  distortdistorteed d 
nightnightccororee-li-likkee  callcall  thatthat  startsstarts  thumping,thumping,  tridimensiotridimensio--
nalnal  inin  itsits  eexpansixpansivveneneessss  and,and,  asas  oneone  approachapproacheess  it, it, 
bbececomomeess  dimmedimmerr,,  smallesmallerr,,  almostalmost  gongonee..  ItIt  creatcreatees s 
anan  interrinterreegnugnumm,,  anan  impermanentimpermanent  statestate  suspendsuspendeed d 
betbetwweeenen  thethe  ggovovernanernanccee  ofof  laborlabor  andand  thethe  tytyrranannnyy  of of 
cconsumptioonsumptionn,,  whichwhich  todtodaayy  homogenihomogenizzeess  ourour  houhourrs s 
andand  pprractiacticceess  ofof  sso-o-callcalleedd  relarelaxxatioationn..  SlSleeeeppwwalking alking 
fromfrom  thethe  offiofficcee  toto  thethe  rraavvee,,  thethe  spaspacceess  aroundaround  us us 
loselose  allall  spspeecificitycificity  asas  ttrransactionalityansactionality  imposimposeess  its its 
logic:logic:  aa  wworldorld  thatthat  ccrraavveess  sseexualityxuality  butbut  isis  nearnear  incainca--
pable of intimacpable of intimacyy, that p, that prrayays at the s at the ffeeet of efficiency et of efficiency 
butbut  nneevverer  eennvisionsvisions  aa  clearclear  goalgoal  bbeeyyondond  ‘‘gettinggetting  the the 
babagg’’,,  wherewhere  priprivvacyacy  isis  whatwhat  ccelebritielebritieess  claimclaim  toto  wwant ant 
whilewhile  wwee  gogo  intointo  debtdebt  toto  purchasepurchase  thethe  latlateestst  model model 
of suof surrvveillaneillancce state statee’’s tools toolss..

TheThe  orifiorificcee  iiss,,  moremore  oobbviouslviouslyy,,  thethe  vvoidoid  leftleft  behindbehind  bby y 
aa  long-long-ffoorrsasakkenen  promispromisee,,  aa  ssymbolymbol  fforor  ourour  grgroowing wing 
eevverer  moremore  aacccustomcustomeedd  toto  thethe  ccyyclecle  ofof  fixfix  andand  withwith--
ddrraawwal,al,  fforor  ourour  lethallethal  passionpassion  fforor  quickquick  ggrratificatioatificationn, , 
fforor  aa  rushingrushing  ffeeelingeling  ofof  splendorsplendor  thatthat  refusrefuseess  toto  stick stick 
around.around.  TheThe  orifiorificcee  isis  thenthen  anan  openingopening  intointo  ddyysfuncsfunc--
tiotionn,,  aa  nanakkeedd  vivieeww  intointo  thethe  nonsensenonsense  thatthat  wwee  are are 
bentbent  intointo  obobeeyingying  andand  ddeesiring:siring:  itit  isis  aa  ppeeepingeping  andand  a a 
gloglorryy  holholee,,  itit  isis  aa  slslooww  andand  gurglinggurgling  ssyystestemm,,  itit  is is 
sensorialsensorial  eescapisscapismm,,  itit  isis  thethe  liteliterral,al,  violentviolent  ripping ripping 
ddoown of the wn of the wwalls that alls that cconfine uonfine uss..
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