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XL BULLY

Une exposition de Alexis Etienne
18 janvier — 8 mars 2026

« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.
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The dog sitter was taken to hospital and had what was left of his ear stitched up, he said: 'The
tissue had to come off - there was nothing to attach it to'

'There was blood everywhere. It was pouring out of me. It was like a horror movie.
'My whole face was covered in blood. Half my nose was hanging off.'

The dog sitter was taken to hospital and had what was left of his ear stitched up. He
said: 'The tissue had to come off - there was nothing to attach itto.'

Mr Shuttleworth-Long has been recovering since and struggles to go out.
He said: 'l can't go anywhere near big dogs now.
'It's a long-lasting stress that will be there for the rest of my life now.'

He is waiting for the soft tissue on his ear to harden before he can then have an
appointment with a plastic surgeon to look at reconstruction.

The dog sitter added: 'Dogs barking sends cold chills through me.'

Wiltshire police confirmed a 24-year-old woman was arrested on suspicion of being
in charge of a dog dangerously out of control causing injury.

She has been released on bail pending further enquiries.

Since February 1, 2024, owning the XL Bully breed has become a criminal offence in
England and Wales unless owners have an exemption certificate and anyone who
owns one of the dogs needs to have the animal neutered and microchipped.
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England and Wales have banned this breed of dog. Should
Ireland follow?

Supporters of the XL Bully dog breed hold placards during a protest against the UK government's plans for the breed, in London on October 7th,
2023. Photograph: Henry Nicholls/AFP via Getty

Bernice Harrison

Fri Feb 02 2024 - 06:15

It is now a criminal offence to have an XL Bully dog in England and Wales, although some exemptions do
apply. New rules were brought in to stop serious and fatal attacks by the breed and the legislation makes
four breeds of dog, originally bred for fighting, illegal including American Pitbull terriers, Japanese
Tosas, Dogo Argentinos and Fila Brazileiro.
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Speaking after the case Inspector Joynes said: 'Zeus was subjected to violent and
senseless abuse at the hands of Campbell on a number of occasions.

© RSPCA : .s e .
James Campbell, a 50-year-old from Birkenhead, just outside Liverpool, was filmed chucking
brocks and pans of water at 21-month-old dog Zeus

© Liverpool Echo
The dog was put down by a vet after he signed her over to authorities
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Crime & Law Analysis

Q&A: the ban on XL bully dogs - why is it
happening and what will it mean for dog
owners?

Government is bringing in ban as a direct response to a number of horrific
attacks on people in recent years

Four-year-old XL bully dog Coby, pictured during a protest on Wednesday, September 25th, in Dublin's city
centre against the ban. Photograph: Brian Lawless/PA Wire

Cormac McQuinn

| A

=, ThuSept 26 2024 - 21:21

XL bully dogs are being banned in Ireland on a phased basis starting next
Tuesday, but why is this happening, what will it mean for dog owners, and how
will the ban be enforced?

Q: Why are they being banned?
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DEVIL HOUNDS Shock stats reveal 488
people sought medical attention in
hospital for dog attack injuries in
Ireland last year

There is a stark increase

John Kierans
Published: 15:40, 29 Jun 2025 Updated: 15:41, 29 Jun 2025

THE number of people treated in hospitals for dog
bites has increased year on year, new figures from
the HSE reveal.

A total of 488 people had medical attention in Irish
hospitals after dog attacks last year, compared to 343
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Crime & Law

Three women arrested and XL Bully dogs
seized at Dublin property

Cash, mobile phones and scrambler motorcycles also seized in
operation targeting west Dublin gang

Several XL Bully dogs were removed from the residence. File image: Getty

Colin Gleeson

Thu Apr 03 2025 - 22:20

Three women were arrested and gardai seized a significant sum of cash,
multiple mobile phones and three high-powered scrambler motorcycles
during a search of a property in Dublin on Thursday.
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Ireland

XL bully ban creates ‘a real risk of dog
abandonment’, says ISPCA

Charity says change in legislation will put more pressure on animal
rescue groups and create worries for responsible dog owners

Saeedullah Safi
Cormac McQuinn

Mon Jul 152024 - 16:25

A ban on XL bully dogs creates “a real risk of dog abandonment” and will
place pressure on already stretched animal welfare groups, the Irish
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ISPCA) has said.

The ban, announced last week by Minister for Rural and Community
Development Heather Humphreys, is to be implemented in two phases and
comes in response to a series of attacks involving XL bully dogs, including a
fatal incident in Co Limerick recently.

From October 1st, the breeding, rehoming, reselling and importation of XL,
Bully dogs is to be banned. From February 1st, owning an XL bully will be
prohibited unless the owner has secured a Certificate of Exemption.
Penalties for breaching the ban include fines of up to €2,500 or
imprisonment for up to three months.

The ISPCA said the change in legislation was deeply worrying for
responsible dog owners who comply with the legislation and would create
additional pressures on animal rescue charities. The ISPCA currently cares
for 211 dogs, including 68 restricted breeds, with 28 potentially classified as
XL bully dogs.



FR

Big Appple présente

XL BULLY

Une exposition de Alexis Etienne
18 janvier — 8 mars 2026

« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »
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sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
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assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
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d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?
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Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.
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Courts

XL bully dog ban disproportionate and
vague, say animal welfare groups

Organisations say they have seen a ‘substantial’ increase in requests to
surrender bully-type dogs

et -
e

Tim O’Connor with his XL bully Piper at a protest in Dublin against the XL bully ban last November.
Photograph: Alan Betson/The Irish Times

Ellen O'Riordan

Mon Jan 20 2025 - 20:14

A new law restricting ownership of XL bully dogs is disproportionate and
too vague to impose a criminal liability on owners who fail to comply,
animal welfare organisations allege in High Court proceedings.



FR

Big Appple présente

XL BULLY

Une exposition de Alexis Etienne
18 janvier — 8 mars 2026

« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Ireland
XL bully dogs facing being put down given
reprieve until next year

Ban on rehoming would have forced shelters to euthanise dogs still in
their care next week

XL bully dog Custard with dog charity volunteer Suzanne Ryan before Custard was shipped off to
Sweden to begin a new life

Ronan McGreevy

Fri Sept 27 2024 - 17:42

XL bully dogs currently in pounds and dog shelters have been given a
reprieve and will not need to be put down when a ban comes into force
next week.
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People

XL bully dogs: Is this the end for one of the most feared breeds
in Ireland?

From October 1st the importing, breeding, selling and rehoming of XL bullies will be prohibited here

| Oy
-

Rowan Woodgates with his three-year-old XL bully Goose. Photograph: Nick Bradshaw

M Sheila Wayman
%’ Sat Sept 21 2024 - 06:00

The clock is ticking for Hercules, Bert and Hannah, three strays at the Dublin County Dog Shelter. There are
only nine days left for any homeless XL bully dogs like them in rescue centres around the country to find a new
owner or they face being euthanised under new laws from October 1st.

Hercules has been adopted once but it did not work out and he was returned after a few weeks; Bert and
Hannah are more recent arrivals. The Newcastle shelter is looking for experienced dog owners, with no other
pets and a large garden, to take each of them in, says assistant manager Emily Nash. Another failed placement
would likely cost them their lives.

This banning of a particular type of dog is a first for Ireland. It seems to many like an eminently sensible move
considering that XL bullies have been involved in horrific fatal and maiming attacks. Just last weekend a man
in north Co Dublin was injured in an attack by his own XL bully, which was later put down. Announcement of
the ban last July, by the Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys, came a month
after Nicole Morey had been killed by her own dogs, including an XL bully, in her Co Limerick home. The
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Law to crack down on roaming dogs

Ray Ryan

A crackdown on marauding and dan-
gerous dogs is imminent after the
Government announced further
funding for local authorities to sup-
port warden services from 2025.

The move follows increased calls
for action after a series of shocking
dog attacks on people and livestock
across the State in recent years.

A four-month-old girl, Mia O'Con-
nell, died from injuries in one such
attack in Clashmore, Co Waterford,
in 2021.

Earlier this year 23-year-old Nicole
Morey suffered fatal injuries in an-
other incident in Ballyneety, Co Lim-
erick. In Kerry this week, a young
girl was also badly injured in a sus-
pected XL bully attack.

There have also been reports of
people being injured in an increasing
number of dog attacks at different lo-
cations countrywide.

A total of 3,158 emergency in-pa-
tient hospitalisations with dog bite-
related injuries were recorded dur-
ing a 10-year study period (2012-2021).

The joint study was conducted by
the Department of Agriculture, the

National Health Intelligence Unit
and the University of Limerick.

Statistics collated by the Irish
Farmers' Association have also indi-
cated that the number of sheep in-
jured and killed by roaming dogs
could be 3,000 to 4,000 per annum.

Earlier this year, Rural and Com-
munity Development Minister
Heather Humphreys established a
new Stakeholder Group on dog con-
trol headed by retired Deputy Garda
Commissioner John Twomey.

Last month, an allocation of €2m
for local authorities to hire up to 40
new dog wardens and support ser-
vices was announced. New regu-
lations will also prohibit the impor-
ting, breeding, selling, and re-hom-
ing of XL Bullies from October 1.

And from February 1, 2025, it will
be illegal to own an XL Bully without
a ‘Certificate of Exemption’ It is ex-
pected that most of the new positions
will come on stream next year. There
are 74 dog wardens employed across
the local government sector.

A person guilty of an offence under
legislation shall be liable on sum-
mary conviction to a fine of up to
€2,500, or to imprisonment of a term

-

by them.

of up to three months, or both.

Any dog found straying, or aban-
doned, will be seized by a dog warden
and may then be put down after five
Qm.%.m, if not claimed and any charges
pai

Ministers Humphreys, Darragh
O’'Brien (Local Government and
Heritage) and Alan Dillon an-
nounced the measures.

The funding recognises the in-

Dogs are a danger to livestock, with as many as 3,000 to 4,000 sheep per annum kil

o " - [P &

led

creased demands around dog control
and the need to ensure there are re-
sources to enforce the pending ban
on XL Bully dogs.

Stressing that public safety is the
priority, Ms Humphreys said the
funding will help each local author-
ity to ensure they have the necessary
number of dog wardens in place.

“The measures banning the im-
port, sale, and breeding of XL Bullies

will be in place very shortly. This
funding will help ensure that these
new measures are enforced on the
ground.

“I have already trebled the fines
for a range of offences. Whether it's
in our towns, villages or cities, there
should be zero tolerance for people
who do not keep their dogs under
uw@%ﬁ. control in public spaces,” she
said.

The move builds on previous fund-
ing from the government to improve
local authority dog pound facilities.

Mr O’'Brien said local authorities
play a vital role in the enforcement of
dog control laws. It is important that
each of them has the necessary re-
sources.

“I fully recognise the additional de-
mands in this area, and the need to
ensure that there are sufficient ser-
vices in place to meet these demands.
This funding will help achieve that,”
he said.

Stressing that communities must
be protected from dangerous dogs,
Mr Dillon said he was confident the
allocation will support the enforce-
ment of new dog control measures at
a local level.
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British prime minister promises to ban ‘dangerous’ XL bully dogs by end of the year

Matthew George

American XL bully dogs will
be banned in the UK by the
end of the year following a
series of attacks, Rishi Sunak
has said.

The British prime minis-
ter made the promise after
it emerged a man has died
after being attacked by two
dogs — suspected to be bully
XLs — in Staffordshire and
following a video of another
incident that went viral when
an 11-year-old girl suffered

Within minutes of Mr Su-
nak announcing the ban, a
man was arrested on suspi-
cion of manslaughter over
the attack in Main Street,
Stonnall, on Thursday, Staf-
fordshire Police said.

The 30-year-old, from the
Lichfield area, was previous-
ly arrested on suspicion of
being in charge of dogs dan-
gerously out of control caus-
ing injury.

One of the dogs died af-
ter being restrained and the
other died after an injection

serious injuries in Birming-
ham.

Mr Sunak said: “I share the
nation’s horror at the recent
videos we've all seen. Yester-
day we saw another suspect-
ed XL bully dog attack, which
has tragically led to a fatality.

“It is clear this is not about
a handful of badly trained
dogs, it's a pattern of behav-
iour and it cannot go on.”

He said he has ordered
ministers to bring together
police and experts to define
the breed of dog behind these

was given by a vet, the force
said, adding that both were
believed to be XL bullies but
further tests are being car-
ried out to determine their
breed.

A 60-year-old man has been
arrested on suspicion of pos-
sessing a dog dangerously
out of control after the dog
attack last Saturday that left
11-year-old Ana Paun with
injuries that required her to
spend a night in hospital.

She suffered shoulder and
arm injuries in the attack by

attacks so they can then be
outlawed.

“We will then ban the
breed under the Dangerous
Dogs Act and new laws will
be in place by the end of the
year,” he said. “These dogs
are dangerous, I want to re-
assure the public that we will
take all necessary steps to
keep people safe.”

Downing Street denied the
government has taken too
long to ban American XL
bully dogs. Asked wheth-
er ministers had “dragged

an American bully XL and
Staffordshire bull terrier
crosshreed puppy in Bordes-
ley Green, Birmingham.

Two other men were also
injured in the attack after the
dog broke free from its collar
twice.

Mr Sunak’s ban on Amer-
ican XL bully dogs has been
commended by the former
Conservative home secretary
who introduced the Danger-
ous Dogs Act.

The decision has been
backed by campaign groups,

their heels” on commencing
work to outlaw the breed,
the prime minister’s official
spokesman said: “I wouldn't
accept that. I think we've
obviously been doing some
policy work on this and you
heard from the home secre-
tary recently about how to
take this forward.

“Clearly this breed of dog
isn't defined in law so it's
right to take the time to con-
sider the best way to put an
end to these horrendous at-
tacks that we're seeing.”

the Labour Party and Ken-
neth Baker, who put the
Dangerous Dogs Act on the
statute books more than 30
years ago.

Mr Baker said American
XL bully dogs should be
“neutered or destroyed” once
the ban has come into force,
with any permitted to live
being “muzzled for the entire

The Tory peer said: “It
should be done almost imme-
diately because this is a very
dangerous breed.”
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Une exposition de Alexis Etienne
18 janvier — 8 mars 2026

« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Theory test for owners ‘would cut
number of incidents of dog attacks’

Jack White

A mandatory theory test
should be enforced for dog
owners, an Oireachtas com-
mittee on dangerous dog
breeds has heard.

Canine behavioural expert
Nanci Creedon said the
theory test, which would be
similar to the test for a
driver’s licence, would re-
duce the number of incidents
of dog attacks, and promote
responsible dog ownership.

She said the test would
contain “basic” information
which would look at how
punishing dogs can lead to
aggressive behaviour. She
also said the cost would turn
off people not “invested
enough” or committed to
being responsible owners.

Ms Creedon also said the

restrictive breed list in Ire-
land is “ineffective” and “un-
scientific”, while an outright
ban seen in Britain has had
the opposite desired effect,
causing people to “glorify”
banned breeds, which subse-
quently led to an increase.

She noted three high-pro-
file fatalities including the
death of four-month-old Mia
0’Connell in Waterford in
2021, and said none of these
cases had breached the cur-
rent legislation.

“The Control of Dogs act
was not breached in either of
our three recorded fatalities
nor did it save their lives.”

Ms Creedon said educat-
ing owners is key in prevent-
ing dog bites and livestock
worrying, and would also re-
duce the number of dogs
being surrendered.

She said this would have a
knock-on effect on the press-
ures faced by shelters across
the country that are cur-
rently at capacity.

The committee heard the
current restricted breed list
Ellves a sense of security to

ose whose dogs are not on
the list, and who might sub-
sequently assume they are
safe to let their dogs to roam.

The lack of dog wardens
was raised by Sinn Féin TD
Martin Browne, who said
there is just “one and a half”
in Tipperary

Ms Creedon said there is
not only a lack of wardens,
but they, along with gardai,
are inadequately trained i in
dealing with dogs. “Before
any legislation changes, we
first need to appoint a dog
bite prevention organisation

that will appoint members to
investigate the events of seri-
ous and fatal dog attacks, as-
sess the dog before eutha-
nasia, and begin to build a
picture of the characteristics
of serious dog bites, with the
intention to then use said
data to build more appropri-
ate legislation,” she said.

Principal officer of the De-
partment of Rural and Com-
munity Development Paul
Geraghty said it intends to
“more actively promote” a
culture of responsible dog
ownership and would in-
clude a campaign similar to
one used during the 1980s.

He said fine increases are
being considered, which
would see on-the-spot fines
raised from €100 to €250, and
court-imposed fines in-
creased from €2,500.
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Gardai go to court to have
‘very dangerous’ XL bully
dog seized or putdown

GORDON DEEGAN

A “vicious andvery dangerous” XLbully
dog has been running freely on roads
near Lisdoonvarna, Co Clare, and has
bitten people,acourt hasheard.

At Ennis District Court, Sgt Noelle
Bergin said she was seeking an order
for the destruction of thedogoranor-
derallowing the seizure of it.

She told Judge Alec Gabbett: “There
are allegations on two occasions that
this dog has bitten me mbers of the pub-
lic and he has been running freely on
the public roads during May and up
toJune 197

The sergeant told the court the owner
of the dog Michael Geraghty, of Ball-
inalackin, Lisdoonvarna, is not comply-
ingwith the directions of Clare county
dog warden Frankie Coote.

Sgt Bergin said she served Mr Ger-
aghty with a garda application last Sat-
urday and he was told the matter would
be dealt with before Ennis District Court.

“He told me that he would be here”
the sergeant said.

However, there was no appearance
in courtby Mr Geraghty.

“Our problem is that the dog is re-
siding in a house and the dogwarden
doesn't have the power to take this dog
froma house,” Sgt Bergin said.

“lamseeking an order forthe destruc-
tion of the dog oran order giving the dog
warden the power to remove the dog”

Five members of the publicwerein
court to provide sworn evidence insup-
portof the garda application.

Inevidence, Mr Coote told the court
the dog is named Ghost.

“Heishuge. Avery, very vicious, very
dangerous dog” Mr Coote said.

“I'have had at least six complaintsof
the dog attacking people, two or three
times biting people.

“Ifirst became aware of the dog last
yearrunningloose on the road, so Iwent
upand cautioned the ownerand gothim
to put the dog under control.

“He then tied the dog to a trailer of
rubbish,soIthen hadwelfare concerns
for the dog.

“I removed the dog last year and I
gave it back to him on condition that
he would look after him, but then the
dog started to roam.”

Mr Coote said he told people who
made complaintsto himabout the dog
tomake formal complaints to gardai “or
I could not act™.

He said he microchippedthe dog and
registeredit tothe owner“on the advice
that he would have to keep the dog un-
dercontrol, butwithin four days the dog
was out on theroad again”.

“His owner is not complying with
me in any form or manner. I have
never met him - it is all phone calls,
notes orsending other people. He won't
comply with me at all” Mr Coote told
the court.

Judge Gabbett said Mr Geraghty has
aright to be heard if he wishes to come
to court before the dog is destroyed.

“That is the right thing to do. He is
entitled to be heard.” the judge said.

Sgt Bergin told Judge Gabbett there
was an issue with service of the appli-
cation, and the judge told her shewas
free to make a similarapplication at a
future courtsitting.

She said it was also opento gardaito
obtain a searchwarrant of the proper-
tyand an application could be made to
court forsuch a warrant.
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pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Muscle dogs can't

deny vicious nature

Your columnist (Sarah Harte,
Thursday 21/09/23, ‘Rather than
ban certain breeds, can people just
control their dogs?’) adds to the
dangerous naieviety animating this
debate. The problem with these
dogs — muscle dogs — is that even
if they are placid 99% of the time,
they are uncontollable if, or more
likely, when they behave in the way
generations of dog breeders intend-
ed. They were, and sometimes still
are, bred to fight and kill.

An out of control pitbull is a
frightening sight and one no com-
munity should have to contem-
plate. They, even if only a minority
of the breed, are too dangerous to
be treated as tolerable pets. They
have no place in our society es-
pecially as there are so many plaus-
ible alternatives for those who love
dogs. That so many of those happy
to parade these timebomb dogs
seem to have so little understand-
ing of what they might do, only
adds to the need to ban them.

Jack Power
Inniscarra
Cork
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State must join dog
owners in controlling
dangerous breeds

he death of a young woman following a
dog attack in Limerick has caused shock
throughout the country. The attack on
Nicole Morey, who died on her 23rd birth-
day, seems unfathomable. An XL bully
believed to have been involved in the attack was
shot dead at the scene, while three other dogs were
seized. Gardai are continuing to investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding the horrific incident, so the
full facts are not yet known.

Nonetheless, this is the second occasion in which
this particular breed of dog has come to national
attention as aresult of avicious attack AnXL bullyis
avariation of the pit bulland known forits strength.
Alejandro Mizsan, who isnow 11, was attacked by an
XL bully while playing outside with friends in Ennis-
corthy, CoWexford, twoyears ago and was left with
serious facial injuries. A man and awomanwere jailed
earlier this year over the attack.

That horrific mauling sparked anational debate
about restrictions being placed on certain breeds of
dogs. A task force was set up to look at bringing recom-
mendations to the minister in terms of strengthening
thelegislation around the control of dogs. While there
are restricted breeds here, no breeds arebanned. The
Government says that if the group recommends aban
on any breed, it will be implemented.

Underthe Control of Dogs Regulations, there are
rulesin place already to restrict ownership and impose
controls on several dog breeds, including pit bulls,
Dobermans and German shepherds. Any dog on the
restricted breed list must be kept on a strong leadbya
person over16, must be muzzled at all times in public
placesand must always wear a collarbearing the name
and address of the owner. The basic legislation is
already in place, so what isbeing envisaged would not
be that difficult to implement.

Strict rulesabout ownership of XL bullies are in
force in England, Scotland and Wales. Restrictions on
owning the dogs were announced in Northern Ireland
earlier this year. The Stormont Executive is bringing
forward legislationrequiring people to register their
ownership of the breed and obtain an exemption cer-
tificate,and also to keep them ona lead and muzzled
while in public. There would also be aban on breeding,
selling, abandoning or giving away XL bullydogsin
theregion. Further, XL bullies would have to be neut-
ered under the planned law changes.

It isnot acceptable that the Government on this side
of the Border cannot keep pace with its counterparts
in the North. Italso undermines the action being
taken there to not have a similar follow-throughinthis
jurisdiction. If the intentionis to ban specific breeds,
restrict them or bring in additional safeguards for the
public,and then get on withit

Acurrent advertising campaign tells dog owners
they are responsible if their dog bites someone. But the
State also has to take ownership of the system that isin
place to prevent dog attacks.

The warning signs are firmly there on dangerous
breeds.
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sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
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Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
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Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?
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porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Judge Anthony Halpin noted evidence
of six gardai at the scene on March 28
when four officers fled from Oddie.

Heacceptedtheyhadto take “evasive
action to save themselves from being
savaged by an XL Bullydog”.
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Witness Kayleigh McEntee (26) of

Murder victim’s wife to appeal
order to destroy her XL Bullies

Waterville Row, Blanchardstown, was
at the house and contradicted the evi-
dence that Ms Maheropened the gate.
She alsosaid the dogs were safe and of
ten around children.

Three more gardaisaid theyalso had
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Taskforce to be set up to examine
strengthening laws on dog control

Tadgh McNally
Political Reporter

A new taskforce is to be es-
tablished to examine
measures to strengthen Ire-
land’s laws on dog control.

Social Protection Minister
Heather Humphreys will
today inform Cabinet that
former Garda assistant com-
missioner John Twomey will
chair the new stakeholder
group on dog control.

The group will be tasked
with recommending changes
to strengthen laws on dog
control and will be made up
of several government de-
partments, as well as repre-
sentatives from the Irish
Farmers' Association, Dogs
Trust, and the ISPCA.

It is understood that Ms
Humphreys is open to taking
actions similar to that taken
in Britain where the XL

ully breed was banned un-
less an owner had an exemp-
tion certificate.

In November Ms Humph-
reys announced that on-the-
spot fines for serious dog
control offences would be
tripled from €100 to €300,
while increasing funding to
dog warden services.

Meanwhile, Agriculture
Minister Charlie McCon-
alogue is due to update Gov-
ernment on a project to
archive between 8m and 11m
records from the former
Irish Land Commission.

In Britain, the XL bully breed was banned unless an owner had an
exemption certificate.

Held by the Department of
Agriculture, the historically
significant documents are
due to be catalogued and pro-
vided to the National
Archives as is required by
law. A pilot phase is set to be
established first, which will
examine the time frame and
a roadmap to catalogue all
these records. After this is
carried out, a final cost —ex-
pected to be significant —
will be provided to Cabinet.

The Land Commission, es-
tablished by the British gov-
ernment in 1843, was used in

the redistribution of land to
farmers following the Land
War in the late 1870s. It was
formally dissolved in 1999.

Higher Education Min-
ister Simon Harris will up-
date Cabinet on measure to
bring more people into ca-
reers in both construction
and offshore wind. He will
outline further actions as
part of a campaign to bring
people who are working on
construction sites across the
world back to Ireland.

It is understood that as
part of his visit to Britain

next week, Mr Harris will
meet with construction
workers who left during the
economic crash and examine
the existing barriers to re-
turning to Ireland.

Mr Harris will also update
Cabinet on a report which
shows the economic benefits
of offshore wind could be
worth up to €38bn to Ireland.

He is set to allocate
€500,000 to help develop
skills related to offshore
wind, including targeting
mid-career professionals.

Elsewhere, Education
Minister Norma Foley is set
to update her Cabinet col-
leagues on the rollout of the
free schoolbooks scheme for
secondary school students
up to third year.

A total of €50m has been
provided to allow schools
buy schoolbooks and other
classroom materials, includ-
ing ebooks, workbooks, and
copybooks.

The memo will be about
ensuring that secondary
schools are provided with
the resources to buy materi-
als in the run-up to the next
school year, beginning in
August and September.

The scheme is designed to
help ease financial pressures
on parents, due to the signifi-
cant costs ahead of a new
school year.

Currently, senior cycle
students are not covered by
the free book scheme.
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Horrified relatives
learned of brutal
attack after getting
CCTV footage

ROBIN SCHILLER, ERIKA
SASSONE, EAVAN MURRAY

The family of a young woman killed
in a dog attack at her Limerick home
were alerted to the horrific incident
after being sent footage of the attack.

Nicole Morey(23) was seton by two
dogs, understood to be XL bullies, in
the garden of her rented home in Bal-
lyneetyon Tuesday night. She suffered
catastrophic injuries and despite the
best efforts of emergency services was
pronounced dead at thescene.

Ms Morey was onher ownwith four
dogs at the time of the incident but it
is understood thatamanknownto her
sawtheattackoccurring ona high-tech
CCTV system to which he had access.

The man rang emergency services be-
fore sending an 18-second video clip of
the attack to the victim's shocked family.

Asourcesaid: “This woman's family
were unaware of what had happened
until one relative was sent the graphic
video showing the attack.”

Paramedics rushed to the scene but
were unable to get to Ms Morey because
the dogs posed a serious risk to their
safety.

Members of the Armed Support Unit
arrived at the property and had to shoot
one dogdead while twoother dogswere
pepper-sprayed to subdue them.

Emergency services thenworked on
Ms Morey for an hour in a bid to save
herlife but she was pronounced dead
at thescene.

Three of the dogs have since been
seized while the four th was destroyed.

Relatives of Ms Morey also arrived
on the scene having been alerted to
theattack.

Gardai are continuing to investigate
the drcumstances surrounding the in-
cident and are satisfied that the four
dogs at the property were under the
care of the victim and not stray dogs.

Investigators probing the sharing
of the attack footage have identified
the source of the video and believe he
was underthe influence of drugs when
circulating it.

“There doesn’t appear to be a ma-
licious motive in sending this to the
family"” a source said.

“Itappears it wasdone to alert them,
although the video is extremely graphic
and showswhat ultimatelywas a fatal
attack. Itwas an extremely horrific scene
and welfare supports are being put in



FR

Big Appple présente

XL BULLY

Une exposition de Alexis Etienne
18 janvier — 8 mars 2026

« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
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LETTERS

Ondangerous dog breeds
it should be rememberit’s
humans who are at fault
With XL Bullydogs about to be
banned we should remember thatit’s
humanswho make dogs so potential-
lylethal.

Anydog canbe dangerousifits
owner treatsit the wrong way.

To the XL Bully, one mightadd
the various cross-breeds used in dog
fighting and badger baiting,which,
apart from inflicting horrificinjuries
oneach other and the badgers, pose
an obviousrisk to humans owing to
the warped training they receive.

These dogsare deliberately
whipped up into afrenzy of vicious-
ness. Humansare the true culprits for
any hurtthey cause.

Foxhounds, while sociable when
approached ona one-to-one-basis,
can cause havocwhen infull flight
across country, egged onbyso-called
sportspeople.

Weshould reflect on this malign
relationship between dogsand some
heartless and misguided humans
before, toquote the old adage, giving
adoga bad name.

John Fitzgerald
CoKilkenny
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9.00 AMBULANCE A frantic
999 caller reports
witnessing an XL bully
dog attack. Crews are
immediately dispatched
— but the dangerous
animal is still on the
loosa. Narrated by
Christopher Ecclaston. S
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galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Rush to
rehome
Irish XL

Bully dogs
in Sweden

Ann Murphy

An animal welfare charity is
offering Irish homeless XL
Bully-type dogs to Swedish
homes ahead of next week's
restrictions on the breed.

The offer comes as a cen-
sus takes place today to es-
tablish how many dogs are
homeless in rescues and
pounds across Ireland.

Dog welfare organisations
in Ireland are battling to re-
home abandoned XL Bully
dogs before October 1, when
it will become illegal to im-
port, breed, sell, or rehome
XL Bully-type dogs.

From February 1 next
year, it will be illegal to own
an XL Bully-type dog with-
out a certificate of exemption
issued by the local authority
in which the dog resides. XL
Bully owners must apply for
the certificate of exemption
after October 1 and before
February 1.

Some organisations have
linked up with Sweden-based
Hundar Utan Hem (Dogs
Without Homes), a charity
which has taken scores of
Ireland’s unwanted pups in
recent years.

The charity is now listing
19 XL Bully-type dogs on its
website from charities in Ire-
land, with hopes of rehoming
them in Sweden. _

“Many loving family dogs
will be abandoned in the
near future,” said the charity
in a statement.

“For those XL Bully-type
dogs already waiting for
their forever homes, the odds
have now significantly wor-
sened. Time is ticking for
these dogs.”

The charity is appealing to
Swedish dog lovers to assist
the dogs before the law
comes into effect next Tues-
day. The law is being intro-
duced following high-profile
incidents involving XL
Bully-type dogs, including
the death of Nicole Morey in
Limerick in June after she
returned home after mark-
ing her 23rd birthday.

Hundar Utan Hem says it
rehomes more than 700 Irish
dogs annually, totalling an
estimated 11,000 dogs since
2005.

Dawn Divilly, director of
operations at Madra dog res-
cue in Galway, said that the
homeless census was under-
taken last year for the first
time, in a joint initiative with
Galway County Council and
the Department of Rural and
Community Development.

She said there were 3,277
homeless dogs in 120 shelters
and local authority shelters
last year.

Ms Divilly said rescues are
inundated with the rehom-
ing of XL Bully-type dogs,
with pressure mounting
ahead of next week's dead-
line.

She said that similar re-
strictions introduced last
year in Britain have been
monitored by Irish animal
welfare organisations.

“It has been very challen-
ging [there] and is still very
challenging but, unfortu-
nately, the Government has
decided to go ahead with a
very similar model here,”
said Ms Divilly
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48 XL bully dogs surrendered since State ban

David Kent

Almost 50 XL bully dogs have
been surrendered since the
introduction of the ban on
the breed.

In October 2024, it became
illegal to import, breed, re-
home, or resell an XL bully
dog.

On February 1 of this
year, it became illegal to own
an XL bully unless the
owners had a certificate of

exemption. However, the
certificate of exemption can-
not be granted for an XL
bully that has not yet been
neutered or has been deemed
medically unfit for neuter-
ing.

Limerick and Cork City
councils are among those
who have seen dogs surren-
dered to them since the ban
was introduced.

Rural and community de-
velopment minister Dara

Calleary told Fine Gael TD
Maeve O'Connell that, in
total, 48 XL bully dogs have
been surrendered.

The highest numbers were
seen in:
W Dublin City (11);
M Limerick (10),
M Cork City (four).

Some 15 councils are yet to
see a dog surrendered.

Mr Calleary said:
“Members of the public must
comply with the regulations.

“Any owner found to be in
breach of the regulations will
have committed an offence
under the Control of Dogs
Act 1986.

“Responsibility for the en-
forcement of the regulations
rests with the individual
local authorities, who are
empowered to seize XL bully-
type dogs where necessary
under the relevant statutory
provisions.”

The new regulations were

introduced to protect public
safety following a number of
attacks by XL bully-type
dogs, a restricted breed, in-
cluding the mauling to death
of Nicole Morey, aged 23, in
Limerick last June.

Days later, members of the
Garda Armed Support Unit
had to shoot a pit bull terrier
dog, a smaller version of the
breed, after a woman was in-
jured at a house in the Bal-
lyphehane area of Cork City.

In total, over 1,800 appli-
cations for certificates of
exemption were received
and, to date, almost 1,000
have been granted.

Any owner found to be in
breach of the laws could see
their dog seized and eutha-
nised in a humane manner
by officials.

The owner could face a
fine of up to €2,500, a jail
term of up to three months,
or both.
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Deadline fast
approaching for
XL Bully dogs

M 100 certificates of exemption granted with Cork
animal charity appealing to owners to start process

Eoin English

There has been a surge in ap-
plications for special certs
for XL Bully dogs ahead of
this weekend's deadline, set
by new regulations which
were introduced months
after a fatal dog attack.

At least 100 certificates of
exemption, which allow
people to keep their dog until
the end of its natural life,
have already been granted
by local authorities surveyed
by the Irish Examiner.

XL Bully owners have also
been warned that, from to-
morrow, any such dog with-
out the required paperwork
— or not in the system await-
ing approval — cannot be re-
homed and will be destroyed.

“This is being taken very
seriously,” said Vincent
Cashman of the Cork Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animal (CSPCA).

“We can’t rehome any XL
Bullies from tomorrow. Any
of these dogs that are not in
the process of waiting for the
exemption certificate to be
approved will be put to sleep.

“People have had plenty of
time to sort this and to get
their paperwork. Our advice
to owners is, even with just a
few hours to go, to do the
right thing for their dog.

“If they care about their
dog, get the process started
today. If they are not sure if
their dog meets the criteria,
we are available to give ad-

vice.

Cork City Council had re-
ceived 25 applications for
certificates of exemption and
had issued 20 certs; Cork
County Council had received
35 applications, but has yet
to grant one, with appli-
cations still being processed;
Kerry County Council had
received 34 applications for
exemptions and granted 26;
Tipperary County Council
had received 35 applications
by Wednesday — 17 of those

(SPCA’s Vincent Cashman: ‘This
is being taken very seriously.’

in the last week alone — and
had granted 11; Limerick
City and County Council had
received 22 applications by
lunchtime on Monday, had
approved 18, and was await-
ing approval of four — pend-
ing the receipt of further
documentation; and Water-
ford City and County council
had received 31 valid appli-
cations by the start of the
week, granted 10, but 11 had
been deemed invalid because
the applicant was living in
another county.

The new regulations were
introduced to protect %lélr)lic
safety following a number of
attacks by XL Bully type
dogs, a restricted breed, in-
cluding the mauling to death
of Nicole Morey, aged 23, in
Limerick last June.

Days later, members of the
Garda Armed Support Unit
had to shoot a pit bull terrier
dog — a smaller version of
the breed — after a woman
was injured at a private
house in the Ballyphehane
area of Cork City.

The regulations, which
came into effect last October,
prohibit the importing,
breeding, selling, and re-
homing of XL Bully type

dogs. From tomorrow, it will
be illegal to own an XL Bully
type dog without a certificate
of exemption issued by the
local authority responsible
for the area in which the dog
lives.

Applicants must supply a
copy of a valid dog licence, a
copy of the microchipping
certificate for the dog, vet-
erinary confirmation that
the dog has been neutered,
and photographic proof of
their own identity, and proof
of address.

There is no charge for the
certificate.

As a cross of restricted
breeds, XL Bully type dogs
are subject to the existing ad-
ditional controls — includ-
ing that they must be se-
curely muzzled when in a
public place, and they must
be kept on a strong chain or
leash, no more than 2m long,
by a person over aged 16 who
;115 capable of controlling the

og.

Any owner found to be in
breach of the regulations will
have committed an offence
under the Control of Dogs
Act 1986.

The dog may be seized and
euthanised in a humane
manner, and the owner
could face a fine of up to
€2,500, a jail term of up to
three months, or both.

Dog wardens will be re-
sponsible for enforcing the
new regulations.

It came as the State is set to
oppose an injunction appli-
cation brought by six animal
welfare organisations seek-
ing to halt the new law,
which they say is too vague
and disproportionate to im-
pose a criminal liability on
owners failing to comply.

At the High Court yester-
day, barrister Sunniva
McDonagh SC, for the six
charities, said she was seek-
ing injunctive relief against
the State from imposing the
new law from February 1.
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de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



XL Bully dogs are subject to new
regulations.

Case taken over XL
Bully dogs settled

The case taken by a number of
animal welfare charities, ob-
ng to the seizure and eu-
thanasia of XL Bully dogs in
their possession, has been
settled and can be struck out
once the controversial new
regulations are amended by
the State.
At the High Court, Sunniva
McDonagh, who appearedwith
Mariana Verdes on behalf of six
animal charities opposing the
regulations, said she was
happy to tell Ms Justice Sara
Phelan that the matter had
been settled. Shelley Horan, for
the State, indicated that
amendments to the regulations
would be made.
Ms McDonagh said that, on
consent, the matter could be
struck out with an order for the
plaintiff's costs but that both
orders could be postponed.
Ms Justice Sara Phelan ad-
journed the matter for mention

on April 29,
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XL Bully owners warned ahead of new rules

Sean Murray

The Government has issued
advice to owners of XL Bully
dogs ahead of new regu-
lations restricting their
ownership due to take effect
from next week.

The restrictions, set to be
introduced after that par-
ticular breed was respon-
sible for a number of recent
fatal and serious attacks,
come as the Government re-
cently warned the number of
such dogs will grow if action
is not taken now.

In the Dail last week, an
opposition TD said the ban
was “too extreme” and is
causing “panic and mayhem
within dog rescue groups”.

From Tuesday, October 1,
it will be prohibited to im-

port, breed, sell or rehome
XL Bully-type dogs.

And then, from February
1, 2025 it will be illegal to own
an XL Bully-type dog with-
out a certificate of exemption
issued by the local authority
in which the dog resides.

In its advice, the Govern-
ment said the certificate of
exemption will allow a per-
son to keep the dog until the
end of its natural life.

Applicants will need to
provide a copy of a valid dog
licence, copy of a microchip-
ping cert for the dog, a copy
of veterinary confirmation of
its neutering status, photo-
graphic proof of identity, and
proof of address.

The guidance states dogs
will need to be neutered by a
registered veterinary practi-

tioner to have the exemption
granted.

In defining an XL Bully,
the Government said is a
variant of the wider Ameri-
can Bully breed type, but
larger than typical dogs of
this breed and more muscu-
lar. It said it is an owner’s re-
sponsibility if their dog is
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It added: “If an application
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is refused for any reason, the
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ity. Such owners may re-
apply, addressing the rea-
sons for refusal.

“If further applications
are refused, and a certificate
of exemption is not in place
before February 1, 2025,
owners may be required to

surrender their dog to the
local authority dog warden.

“The seizure and deten-
tion of any dogs may involve
both the dog warden and An
Garda Siochana.”

In the Dail last week, the
issue was raised by Sinn Féin
TD for Dublin Bay South
Chris Andrews who said
there were “much more hu-
mane ways to deal with
this".

“Thousands of restricted
dogs could be killed as a
result of this ban because
XLs are not a breed, they
are a type of dog that is a var-
iety of breeds,” Mr Andrews
said.

He said “arbitrary” deci-
sions would be made on
which dogs be killed, and
called for an amnesty and a

time extension so these dogs
“can live out their natural
lives”.

In response, minister of
state Thomas Byrne said the
ban was being introduced in
the interests of public safety.

“The XL bully was respon-
sible for a number of attacks
and killings in this country,”
he said.

“If the Government does
not take action now, the
number of these dogs will
grow. The fear, which I think
is well founded, is that these
attacks will become more
frequent.

“It is the Government'’s
strong view that Ireland
should not be out of step with
neighbouring jurisdictions
in Northern Ireland and the
UK on this matter.”
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« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



DSPCA Adoptions Consultant and Dog Trainer Leah Brennan pictured with XL Bully dog Athena at the DSPCAin
Rathfarnham. Photo: Gerry Mooney

unsure whether they should apply for
an exemption.

Adoptions consultant and dog trainer
with the DSPCA Leah Brennan said the
charity hasspent time guiding people
through the application process to get
acertificate of exemption.

“We are offering our supportandhelp
to owners who maybe struggling with
the application fora certificate,” she said.

“Dog owners can make an appoint-
ment to visit the DSPCA shelter with
their dog, chat to a memberof our team,
and gethelpin navigating the form.

“What we are currently seeing is a
large number of confused and worried
owners.

“People with large
bull breeds, that are
not XL Bullies, are
afraid that their dog
will be mistakenly
identified as XL~

“People with large bull breeds, that
are not XL Bullies, are afraid that their
dogwill be mistakenly identified as XL,
especially given the lack of clarity on
the definition of an XL Bully.

“In many instances we're advising
them to apply for the exemption an-
yway and we're here to help themdo
that. We want to give some comfortto
people inanewand unknown scenario.”

The new legislation on the dogs is
being controlled by the Department of
Rural and Community Development.

A spokesman said: “These regula-
tions have been introduced in the inter-
estof public safety following a number
of horrific attacks involving XL Bully-
type dogs.

“Bythe end of December, 235 appli-
cations for certificates of exemption
had beenreceived by localauthorities.
We anticipate more applications asthe
deadline approaches at the end of this
month.

“The certificate, whichis issued free-
of-charge, allows owners to keep their
dog until theend of its natural life”

From the announcement of the leg-
islationin October until the end of last
month, 23 XL Bully dogs weresurren-
dered to local authorities.

Twenty-seven were euthanised - a
figure made upofsurrendered dogs and
straysor abandoned animals, and pos-
siblydogs thatwere seized. The biggest
number of applications for certificates
of exemption was fromCoKildare,at 29.

The highest number of dogs surren-
dered was also in Co Kildare, at six.

“There is an ongoing public aware-
ness campaign tomake ownersaware
of their responsibilities under the new
ownership laws," the department spokes-
man said. “The department isworking
with stakeholders to ensure that there
iswidespread awareness of the need to
apply for a certificate.”

“Owners that are unsure if their dog
is covered under the rules should use
the ‘Physical Conformation Standard’
to determine if their dog is an XL Bul-

type”

On Wednesday six animal welfare
charities soughtan urgent High Court
injunction against the ban, claiming
the regulations underpinning it are un-
lawful, withan applicationto be heard
next Monday.

“This ‘Physical Conformation Stand-
ard’ is available along with more infor-
mation at gov.ie/XLBully" the spokes-
man said.
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‘Death sentence’ for XL Bullys

Michelle McGlynn
Political Reporter

The ban on XL bullies has
animal rescues around the
country deeply concerned
for the welfare such dogs,
with many now “effec-
tively facing a death sen-
tence”.

Among the measures
that will come into effect
on October 1 is a ban on re-
homing the dog breed,
which means the animal
welfare groups will effec-
tively be powerless to help.

From February 1 next
year, those who already
own an XL bully are per-
mitted to keep their dog
once they have a valid dog
licence, the dog is micro-
chipped and neutered, and
they have applied for and
received a certificate of
exemption.

According to the ban,
which was announced by
Rural and Community De-
velopment Minister
Heather Humphries,
“After February 2, 2025,
any owner not compliant
with the new regulations
will have their dog seized
and euthanised”.

Animal rescues believe
that many XL bully owners
will simply abandon their
dogs rather than take the
time to meet the new

A
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Rural and Community Development Minister Heather Humphries
announced the XL bully dog ban. Picture: Gareth Chaney/ Collins Photos

requirements, leading to a
surge in XL bullies being
abandoned over the
coming months. As the
abandoned dogs cannot be
rehomed, these too will be
put down.

Martina Kenny, co-
founder of My Lovely
Horse Rescue, said that she
supports the idea of having
a certificate and other
requirements for these dog
owners, but not allowing
rehoming is effectively a
death sentence for many
dogs.

Ms Humphries cited pub-
lic safety as a concern

when announcing the ban
following a number of re-
cent attacks by XL bullies.
One such incident was the
fatal attack on Limerick
woman Nicole Morey last
month.

Ms Morey’s death on the
night of her 23rd birthday
prompted widespread calls
for a ban to be introduced
on the dog breed similar to
those announced in Brit-
ain.
Limerick TD and
Further Education Min-
ister Patrick O’'Donovan
said the people of Limerick
who are still mourning the

loss of Ms Morey welcomed
the news.

“Dogs of this breed have
no place on our streets or
indeed, in our own homes,
where Nicole was tragi-
cally attacked,” he said.

“I hope to see more ac-
tion in the months ahead
and a serious crackdown
on control of these dogs
and those who breed them,
sell them, and import
them.”

He was joined by Fianna
Fail's minister of state for
further education, Niall
Collins, who said the ban
should reduce the frequen-
cy of these terrible attacks.

“Without these new
measures, I fear there
could be further fatal at-
tacks by these dogs,” Mr
Collins said.

However, Ms Kenny has
pointed out that there is
currently no plans laid out
for how the Government
plans to enforce the ban or
who will be responsible for
it.

There are currently 4,000
dogs per warden across Ire-
land, and requirements for
dog licences and micro-
chipping are not being
strongly enforced, so it re-
mains to be seen if they can
effectively enforce the new
XL Bully ban, Ms Kenny
said.

Currently, the owner of
an XL bully is required to
have a dog licence, have the
dog microchipped, they
must keep the dog on a
short lead, and ensure they
are muzzled when in pub-
lic.

A better approach to the
situation would have been
to properly enforce these
requirements of dog
owners, Ms Kenny said.

She said there has al-
ready been strong reaction
from dog owners and dog
lovers to the news of the
ban, and she predicts that
the Government will have
a fight on its hands.

There are currently 11
restricted dog breeds in
Ireland and there is con-
cern that, in time, these
breeds will also be subject
to a ban.

Ms Kenny said animal
welfare groups are already
facing a dog crisis, with
calls every day about aban-
doned dogs, but the Gov-
ernment’s decision means
they are now facing a po-
tential crisis.

“If people think there's a
chance their dog may soon
face a similar ban, they
may decide keeping their
dog is not the right option
for them, and shelters can-
not cope with demand as it
stands,” Ms Kenny said.
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Fears grow as 44% rise in number of dog attacks on people

Sean McCarthaigh

Local authorities have re-
ported a sharp increase in
the number of dog attacks
on humans.

A total of 442 people were
physically injured by aggres-
sive dogs last year.

New figures published by
the Department of Rural and
Community Development
show the number of cases of
people suffering injuries in
dog attacks in 2023 is up
44% from the 308 incidents

ownership of an XL bully-
type dog will be banned with-
out a certificate of exemption
issued by the local authority
in which the dog resides.

In order to obtain the
certificate, owners will have
to show that the dog is
licensed, microchipped, and
neutered.

The Department of Rural
and Community Develop-
ment said the data had not
previously been uniformly
collected by dog services
operated by local authorities,

recorded the previous year.
The largest number of dog
attacks last year in which
people were injured, includ-
ing damage to clothes, was in
Dublin City, with 63; fol-
lowed by Cork county, with
54; Louth, with 46; and Fingal
and Mayo, both 32. Cork City
had 14 reported attacks.

Only two local authority
areas — Wicklow and Ros-
common — recorded no inci-
dents of people being injured
by dogs.

The latest figures also

which meant there were
“some gaps”. It pointed out
that some injured parties
may have reported a dog
attack to gardai or sought
medical attention but did not
notify local authority dog
wardens about the incident.

The department said the
figures presented “a snap-
shot of the situation” relat-
ing to dog attacks, with im-
proved data quality expected
in future years.

It claimed the increase
in incidents of aggressive

show that there was a 75%
increase in the number of
incidents of aggressive dog
behaviour reported to local
authorities last year — up
from 791 in 2022 to 1,383.
Dublin city was again the
location with the greatest
number of incidents, at 301,
ahead of Cork county, at 136.
Cork City had 27 incidences
of aggressive behaviour.
Roscommon was the only
county where no incidents of
aggressive dog behaviour
were reported. Growing public

behaviour by dogs reported
last year could be linked to
increased media coverage of
attacks by dogs.

The number of attacks by
dogs on livestock also rose by
3% last year, with a total of
276 incidents of farm animals
being injured by dogs.

It is estimated that more
than 730 animals were at-
tacked during such inci-
dents, with sheep accounting
for almost two-thirds of the
total, with approximately 430
animals being maimed,

concern about dog attacks
and dangerous breeds was
heightened following the
death of Limerick woman
Nicole Morey, 23, on June 4
this year after she was
mauled by one of her dogs,
an XL bully, at her home in
Ballyneety, Co Limerick.

New regulations, intro-
duced after Ms Morey's
death, have made it illegal
since October 1 to import,
breed, sell, or rehome XL
bully-type dogs.

From February 1, 2025,

killed, or having to be put
down. The largest number of
incidents were reported in
Cork county, with 62; Mayo,
with 34; and Waterford, with
21.

The department said
sheep-worrying and other
threats to livestock continue
to be a significant concern
for farming and rural com-
munities.

The latest figures show the
number of stray dogs placed
in pounds last year rose by
10%, to 5,546.
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Council vets want dog insurance to
be compulsory in case of attacks

Sean O’Riordan

Cork County Council vet-
erinary officers are to ask a
national forum dealing with
the control of dogs to recom-
mend to the Government
that it be compulsory for dog
owners to have insurance
cover in the event their pets
attack humans or livestock.

The move comes after
county councillors express-
ed concern at the increase in
dog ownership in the region,
especially potentially dan-
gerous breeds.

There has been a signifi-
cant increase in the number
of licenced dogs in Co Cork.

The county council’s en-
vironment department head
Louis Duffy said that when
parts of the county were
ceded to the city council in
late 2019, around 10,000 dog
licences were transferred
from the county into city ad-
ministration.

After the enlargement of
the city, the county council
was left with 27,000 licenced
dogs in its area. This has now
increased by over 4,000.

Some county councillors
fear the increase of listed and
non-listed dogs could lead to
an increase in attacks on hu-
mans and livestock, and
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Vets have advised that all d

ogs shoul

d be insured as owners may not

be able to afford to compensate for potential attacks otherwise.

more dog fouling on the
streets.

Fianna Fail councillor
Bernard Moynihan said
people living in his area, the
Kankurk/Mallow Municipal
District, which has the hig-
hest concentration of dogs of
all the county’s municipal
districts, have told him about
the number of potentially
dangerous dogs “running
out of control”.

He said he did not want
to see a repeat of the terrible
facial injuries recently

inflicted on nine-year-old
Wexford boy Alejandro Mis-
zan by a pit bull terrier.

Fine Gael councillor Kay
Dawson said constituents
had contacted her about
listed breeds which are run-
ning around not under the
control of their owners, with-
out a lead or muzzle.

“There has to be more en-
forcement on that,” she told
Mr Duffy, who is in charge of
the county’s dog wardens.

Mr Duffy told the Irish
Examiner if information is

provided on such incidents
by the public, wardens will
investigate it with a view to
ensuring it doesn’t happen
again. However, he added if
the owners persist in not
obeying the law then the
council will require witness-
es to testify in court.

Independent councillor
Frank Roche said he'd been
contacted by several farmers
recently who are concerned
about increased dog attacks
on their livestock.

“They should all be in-
sured as in many cases their
owners can't afford to pay
compensation,” Mr Roche
said.

He also urged the council
to try and seek the imple-
mentation of compulsory in-
surance for dogs and Mr
Duffy said he would get his
veterinary department offi-
cials to raise that issue at the
National Working Group on
the Control of Dogs.

Mr Duffy said while there
is a sizeable increase in dogs
in the county, he believes
owners are becoming more
responsible when it comes to
cleaning dog dirt off the
streets and as a dog owner
himself said he had witness-
ed a more responsible atti-
tude in the last few years.
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« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



State consults on
XL bully dog ban

Elaine Loughlin
and Paul Hosford

The Taoiseach has promised
to move to ban XL bully dogs
and other dangerous breeds
following the recent death of
Nicole Morey.

The Government is now
consulting with the Attorney
General on outlawing the
breed.

Ms Morey from Bawnmore
View, Limerick city, was kill-
ed by her dogs at her home in
Fedamore, Limerick, on
Tuesday last week.

Her case was raised in the
Dail by Fianna Fail TD Willie
O'Dea, who called for the ur-
gent introduction of a blan-
ket ban on all 11 types of dogs
on the restrictive list.

Responding, Mr Harris
said a taskforce has now
been asked to prioritise the
issue of introducing a ban on
certain breeds.

“I believe the committee is

XL bully dogs are one of 11
breeds facing restrictions.

due to meet on June 26, and
we have asked that it would
report on this specific issue
as quickly as possible,” he
said.

Social Protection Heather
Humphreys told the Seanad
that currently no dogs are
banned in Ireland — instead
a restricted dogs list applies,
which also includes any
crosses of these breeds
which are subject to “strict”
controls.

This means that, when in
public, these dogs must be
muzzled and they must be
kept on a short, strong leash.

Ms Humphreys said that
more needs to be done spe-
cifically about the XL bully.

“I am consulting with the
Attorney General on how a
ban on the XL bully would
work in Ireland, and what
legislative changes may be
required to give effect to this
— that work is underway,”
she said.

Ms Humphreys said that
some people “would not like”
hearing what she had to say,
but said that the potential
damage done by an XL bully
was potentially too great.

“They will tell me that
they own an XL bully and it
would never hurt anybody,”
she said.

“The XL bully was the dog
involved in the attack on Ale-
jandro Mizsan in Wexford,
and it was also the dog in-
volved in the attack in Lim-
erick last week of Nicole
Morey. I can’t ignore the
facts.”
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Doctor’s eight-point plan to reform our
‘not-fit- ?_.._::._Ema, dog control system

Medic blasts red
tape involved in
reporting issues

RALPH RIEGEL

The Government hasbeenwarnedthat
existing dog control regulations are
not fit for purpose and that anew spe-

cial licensing classification system is |

required to deal withbreeds that have
the potential to inflict serious harm.

Thewarning came fromretired Cork §

doctor, Dr Joe Moran, after Rural and
Community Development Minister
Heather Humphreys imposed a ban
on XL Bully dogs following a number
of horrific attacks.

DrMoran warned that the XL Bully
ban represented “aminimaland inad-
equate response” given that it ignores
the threat posed by otherbreeds andthe
actions of reckless dog owners.

He has proposed an eight-point plan
to deal with dog controlissuesand po-
tentially dangerous breeds amid warn-

Alejandro Miszan was mauledbyan
XL Bullyin Enniscorthy in 2022

ings that Ireland could face further fatal
attacks if effective changes are not fast-
tracked.

A Limerick woman, Nicole Morey
(23), was fatally mauled outside her
home last June.

She was attacked by an XL Bully, a
special type of over-sized pit bull dog
which has been linked to more than

half of fatal dog attacks in the UK over
a three-year period.

In June 2021, a four-month-old girl,
Mia O'Connell, was fatally mauled in
Waterford after a terrier-Dachshund
cross attacked her in her cot after ap-
parently becoming jealous of the atten-
tion the child was getting.

In November 2022, when hewas nine,
Wexford boyAlejandro Miszan was left
with life-changinginjuries after he was
mauled byan XL Bully while out playing
near his Enniscorthy home.

Now, DrMoran has proposedan eight-
point plan to reform dog controls.

DrMoran, a retired GP and Univer-
sity College Cork (UCC) lecturer, said
that those who tryto alert the authori-
ties tothreatening dog behaviour face a
bureaucraticand potentially legal night-
mare under the current system.

Actions against reckless dog owners
who flout rulesare often frustrated be-
cause ofan overly bureaucratic process.

In one case, alocal authoritywarned
it could not take action against a
specific dog owner unless the family
threatened by the dog secured writ-
ten testimony from neighbours and

even photographic evidence.

The GPwas so concerned heraised
theissue of dog control with a number
of politicians.

“From a parliamentary question, (it
was confirmed that) the gardai are of
the view that enforcement of the cur-
rent (dog control) legislation is not their
primary responsibility,” he said.

The Government is introducing new
measures todouble the on-the-spotfine
to €300 for ownerswho fail to control
apotentially dangerousdog. Dog own-
erswho are reckless astotheir animal’s
control or behaviour can face fines of
up to €5,000.

Government figures revealed that,
under the Control of Dogs Act, there
were 1654 on-the-spot fines issued in
2018, 1749in2019, 1,069in 2020and 924
in2021 Inaddition, there were 176 pros-
ecutions taken by local councilsin 2018,
182in 2019, 82 in 2020 and 97 in 2021.

However, the Cork doctor warned
that the current system is overly bu-
reaucratic and simply increasing the
size of the fines won't work.

“I think we also need to know how
many of these fines are being appealed

and ultimately are overturned ontech-
nicalities. Also just how many of these
fines are not paid - and what happens
when theyarenot paid?”

Dr Moran said he believes a root-and-
branch reform of dog control measures
is urgently required in Ireland.

He has proposed an eight-point ap-
proach including:

(1) License all dogs according to breed
classification:

(2) Classify all breeds according to their
potential to injure;

(3) Restrict the number of dogs per
householdbeyond those deemed safest;
(4) Require all owners of dogs above
thosedeemed safest to undergp training
in ownership and itsresponsibilities. A
failed test will prevent dog ownership;

(5) Chip all dogs with details maintained
on anational database;

(6) Require the database to be main-
tained when dogs die orare sold;

(7) Dog wardens toassume full respon-
sibility for licensing and training, and;
(8) Gardai to be given primary respon-
sibilityforsafety-measure enforcement
such as muzzle-wearing, leads, etc.
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‘Dangerous’ XL bully dogs face ban across Ireland

Tadgh McNally
Political Reporter

XL bully dogs are to be
banned in Ireland starting
this October as the Govern-
ment clamps down on the
breed following a number of
serious attacks.

The two-phase ban will
begin on October 1 when
breeding, rehoming, resell-
ing and importing XL bullys
will be outlawed.

A full ban on owning an
XL bully, without a certifi-
cate of exemption, will come
into effect on February 1.

The plan is due to be an-
nounced today by Heather
Humphreys, the rural affairs
minister.

The minister wants to
send a clear message that the
XL breed is dangerous and a
ban is required to protect
members of the public.

Owners of XL bullys will
be able to seek a certificate of
exemption if they can prove
that their dog has a license,
is microchipped and is neu-
tered.

The ban will bring Ireland

into line with Britain and in
the North.

Currently, Ireland does
not ban any other breed of
dog, but there are 11 re-
stricted breeds.

Those animals on the list
are required to be kept on a
short lead and wear a muzzle
while in public places.

The XL bully ban follows
the death of Nicole Morey,
who was killed by her own
dog in Limerick City last
month.

News: 5
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How you can spot aggression and defend against dog attack

CIAN OBROIN

One of Ireland’s leading dog trainers
and behaviourists has shared the best
ways to defend against adog attack.
Inthe pastweek, twoseparate dog at-
tacksin Limerick have led to the death
of a 23-year-oldwoman, and a nine-year-
old boy needing 30 stitches to his head,
as well as two family members being
injured from bites to theirlimbs in Cork.
Nanci Creedon, who was Ireland’s
first certified dog behaviourist, said:
“We can't be naive and pretend there’s
nodifference between breeds when they
are veryfinelyselected for certain traits”
Ms Creedon said avoiding aggres-
sive dogs in public is difficult, as the
public are “blind to subtle canine com-
munication”.
She said there are twomain streams
of aggression that lead to biting: dogs

“When we see a dog become aroused
and that adrenaline is pumping, I'm
constantly telling parents, every single
dogisdangerous.. that’s where alot of
bites happen”

Failing de-escalation and in the event
of an attack, Ms Creedon said every sit-
uation is different.

Some of the starting points of de-
fence are: throwing water on the dog;
putting a blanket over its eyes; tmkmg

noise and distracting them; or pouring
water that goes into their mouth.

“However, if I can't stopa fight quick-
lyand a fatality looks possible, I would
rather theaggressorlost oxygen by chok-
ing it with hands or a lead for a short
period.” she said.

“It’s quick and effective and you have
ahold of the dog thereafter. Obviously,
thereis arisk of the dog redirectingon
to the personwho is holding the lead”

that are protecting themselves and dogs
that become aggressive during play.

The Corkzoologist said there are two
main identifiers of aggression that peo-
ple need to look out for.

The first is if their dog is showing
any kind of potential signs that they
may be afraid, uncomfortable or want
to stop the interaction or quit their en-
vironment.

“Whether it'sfear-based, pain-based
oravoidance-based, they're communi-
cating that they don't wantsomething
to happen prior toit escalating toa bite”
she said.

A yawn, licking their lips, excessive
blinking and head turnsare all signsof
canine discomfort, aswell as snapping
at the air,which she likened to a person
shaking theirfist at another inwarning

The other side is arousal, meaning
when a dog’s adrenaline is pumping

When trying todefend againstadog
that isn't “thinking straight”, MsCreedon
said one possible method is to surprise
itand speakto its memoryandlearning

“You can say things such as, ‘Let’sgo
for awalk’ ‘Get your ball' or ‘Good boy”
she said, adding that it can cause the
dog to come back to reality.

Ms Creedon,whohasacted asanex-
pertwitness in courts assessing danger-
ousdogs, said itisvital that aggressive
ones in an area are reported and that
dog owners of restricted breeds should
be working with a dog behaviourist.

“If you are using pain and punishment
methods, you are very much increas-
ing the probability of that dog having a
reason toturnaround, react and attack
youor somebody else,” she said.

More information is available ondog
behaviour courses for owners on nanci-
creedon.co.uk/all-courses

and they enter astate similarto when a
personactsand“isn’tthinkingstraight”.
“Dogsare notthinking logicallywhen
the adrenaline kicks in... theyare acting
purely on instinct,” Ms Creedon said.
“In this instance for the dog,

everything appears tobe a threat. When
playingwith adog and theyarein this
state andsomeonegrabs theircollar, the
first instinct is to defend themselves.

Ayawn, licking
their lips, excessive
blinking and head
turns are all signs of
canine discomfort’
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Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
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Family of baby girl mauled
to death by rescue dog
backs calls for overhaul of
animal adoption regulations

Ralph Riegel

A FAMILY left heartbroken
after a terrier fatally mauled a
four-month-old baby girl has
added theirvoice to demands
for a radical overhaul of dog
safety regulations in Ireland.
The O'Connell and Woods
family said they don't want
any other family to endure
their nightmare after the
rescue dog gained entry to
their Waterford home and
savaged infant Mia O’Connell
as she slept in a Moses basket
in an upstairs bedroom.
Itisnowhoped thata
crackdown on the vetting of
rescue dogs, an extension of
banned breeds and greater
dog ownership controls will
be enacted as ‘Mia's Laws’
While the dog that mauled
tiny Mia was a small cross-
breed terrier, dog wardens
have been alarmed byan
increase in ownership of
large, potentially dangerous
breeds which are not on
Ireland’s controlled dog list.
Ten main breeds are on the
controlled list - butwardens
are worried that dogs such as
the Belgian Malinois, XL Bully
and others don't have specific
controls despite a huge
increase in their ownership.
The O'Connell-Woods
family want tougher vetting
controls on rescue dogs.
Averdict of death by
misadventure was recorded
lastweek for Mia O'Connell
who was fatally mauled by
rescue dog Red on June 6,
2021 The dog - a terrier-
dachshund cross - had
previously snapped at Mia
after she was brought home

from hospital in March 2021

Mia’s mother, Ella Woods,
said she always “felt
uncomfortable” when the dog
was near her child - while
Mia's grandmother, Noreen
O'Connell, said she had
repeatedly asked her partner,
Barry, who had adopted the
dog, to get rid of it afterit had
tried to snap at the little girl

Now, Mig's aunt, Heidi
O'Connell, wants to see the
entire dog adoption and
vetting system overhauled.

“We were not aware when
that dogwas given (toits
owner) that he was given up
because he would not hunt
- that information was never
given tous,” she said.

“It wasn't until (the inquest)
that we found out.

“I'think it is a big thing that
a dog was given up for rescue
because he wouldn't hunt and
that information was never
given tous.

“(The dog) was bred for it
but he wouldn't doit and he
was handed over to a house
with a baby coming into it”

Heidi said Ireland needed to
see reform of dog ownership
regulations. “There should
be more laws put in place to
check out the background
of adog and to checkwhere
they are coming from and
more investigation into it”

“This dog was a small terrier
- there was no indication that
he was (dangerous). He was
not a big dog, like a pit bull,
vicious, or anything like that”

“There were some concerns
but neverin a million
years would you think that
anything like this would
happen to your family.

“I'would ask people to be
very, very careful - make sure
you know what you are doing
and where you are getting the
dog from and that he is safe.

“At the end of the day, a dog
isananimal and you cannot
predict what is going to
happen. You don't know what
theyare going to do. You have
to be very vigilant.

“Mia was an angel of a baby.
She was never crying, always
smiling. She was a blessing
for us. Nothing will ever be
the same without her.

“It has been like a
nightmare for us”

At last week's inquest, Cork
Coroner Philip Comyn issued
awarning about having dogs
in proximity to children.

Mia - EllaWoods and Rhys
O'Connell’s first child - was
born on February 22, 2021.

On the evening of June 6,
2021, Mia's aunt, Emily, went
to an upstairs bedroom of
the house at Clashmore, Co
Waterford, to check on Mia.

The family had insisted that
the dog Red, be kept outside.

Emily was horrified to
see the baby lying on the
bedroom floor with the dog
standing over her.

“Mia was in the middle
of the room. The dog Red
was behind her. He was just
standing there. Therewas
blood all over his mouth.”

Assistant State Pathologist
Dr Margaret Bolster found
that Mia died from severe
brain trauma due to fractures
to the skull and multiple
lacerations consistent with an
animal attack involving a dog.

The dog was euthanised
within days of the tragedy.
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Spike in dogs surrendered to shelter ahead of XL ban

Manon Gilbert

An animal rescue shelter in
Limerick has seen a surge in
the number of dogs being
surrendered in advance of
the countrywide ban on XL
bullys.

From today, it is illegal to
import, breed, sell, and re-
home XL bully type dogs —
the first time that a specific
dog breed will be banned in
Ireland. A full ownership
ban comes into effect on Feb-
ruary 1.

The restrictions come
after a number of fatal and
life-altering attacks invol-
ving the XL bully breed, in-
cluding the death of Nicole
Morey, 23, who was fatally
attacked by her own dogs in
her home in Limerick.

Limerick Dog Shelter says

a total of 157 dogs have been
surrendered toit so far this
year, with 47 dogs being sur-
rendered since July.

According to Limerick
City and County Council,
there has been an increase in
the number of dogs being
surrendered since the coun-
cil waived the fee on re-
stricted breeds.

“In July, LCCC waived the
surrender fee for restricted
breeds. Since then, there has
been an increase in the sur-
render of these breeds,” said
a spokesperson for Limerick
council.

Between January and
June 2024, 107 dogs were sur-
rendered to the shelter —
with restricted breeds ac-
counting for 35% of that
number.

From July to present, the

From today , it isillegal to import, breed, sell, and rehome XL bully
dogs — the first time a specificdog breed will be bannedin Ireland.

council said 47 dogs have
been surrendered — with re-
stricted breeds accounting
for 55%.

“Limerick City and Coun-

ty Council (LCCC) is priori-
tising public safety and,
working in conjunction with
An Garda Siochana, we have
increased our activities in re-

lation to dangerous do;
restricted breeds,” ad 3 5@
spokesperson.

Each dog that enters the
Limerick Dog Shelter is as-
sessed for rehoming.

“Dogs suitable for rehom-
ing will be rehomed directly
from the shelter or trans-
ferred to another animal
shelter. Dogs that have been
involved in any kind of at-
tack or have displayed ag-
gressive behaviour will be
euthanised. Dogs may also
be euthanised for reasons of
ill health,” they said.

A total of 109 dogs have
been euthanised at the
shelter since 2020 — includ-
ing 32 so far this year.

In July, Minister for Rural
and Community Develop-
ment Heather Humphreys
announced the XL bully

breed would be banned in
Ireland.

However, Social Demo-
crats councillor for Limer-
ick, Shane Hickey-O'Mara
said “we don’t have the re-
sources” to enforce the new
regulations regarding dog
breeds.

“We have one dog warden
in Limerick, who's supposed
to be an expert on identifying
XL bullies. The only guid-
ance that Minister Humph-
reys has actually put for-
ward on specific guidelines
for identifying them is
height. It's deciding the legis-
lation, which is all very
knee-jerk, and then expect-
ing under resourced local
animal teams to carry it out

instead of looking at what is
the bigger picture,” Mr
Hickey-O'Mara said.
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Owners urged to control dogs after
sheep killed in front of 12-year-old

ISABEL COLLERAN

A mother in Wexford was left reel-
ing when she discovered two vicious
dogs killing sheep on her farm —and
is calling on dog owners to control
theiranimals.

The woman, whowishes to remain
anonymous, returned home with her
12-year-old son to her farm in Kilan-
erin on May 29 to find two “out-of-
control” dogs tormenting a field of
theirsheep.

“We could see the dogs running
the sheep and attacking them. The
young lad had a hurl and golf sticks
with him and he was going after those
dogs” she said

“I'had to stop him. I told him I have
one job for you, get back in the van,
close the doors and putyourhand on
the horn and don't take itoffbecause
that will frighten them away. It was
the only thing I could think of on the
spotto tryand get him away from the
dogs” she said.

Thewoman's husband was at work
and too farawaytomake it back in time
to help so she called her uncle who
lives up the road and he arrived with
her cousin, and shotone of the dogs.

“It took three shots to actually kill
him. When he shot the dog at first,
he turned on him as well. He had to
puttwo more bullets in him to kill the
dog, and the second dog has been put
down since,” she said.

Mauled

By that point one of the sheep had al-
ready been mauled and injured very
badly and had to be shot in the field.

“Only one ewe died but aftera trau-
matic experience like that —anditcan
take several days — ewes can abort
their lambs and one of the ewes abort-
ed two lambs” she said.

Herson owned the sheepandwas
devastated after witnessing the attack.

“When he rang his daddy he was
crying and roaring down the phone;
they're hissheep and his pride and joy.

It could have been worse but it also
could have been prevented.

“He bought them out of his own
money. He looks after them everyday.
He knows what farming life is likeand
you get used to having deaths of ani-
mals onthe farm forwhatever reason,
but to have to stand and look at out-
of control dogs, it's not acceptable.”

The Staffordshire cross and Rot-
tweiler cross were rescue dogs which
had onlybeen adopted by theirown-
ers less than two months previously.

“They've been in constant contact
with us and they're very sorry,” said
the woman. “Full responsibility has
been accepted on their behalf.

“What I want to get across is that
people need to control their dogs. If
they have dangerous dogs, they need
to control them — they need to have
proper fencing and security for them.

“HadI not gone back and checked
on those sheep, theywould have killed
every sheep in the field, theywouldn't
have stopped.”
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The counties
where nobody
was fined for
dangerous dogs

Amy Molloy

PUBUC AFFAIRS CORRESPONDENT

DOG-ATTACK victims have urged
the Government to introduce harsher
penalties for irresponsible owners as
new figures show that some local
authorities have issued no fines in
the past four years for dogs being
unmuzzled or off leads in public.
The Irish Independent contacted
all councils for data on dog-control
fines and found the vast majority had
issued a significantly low number.
Five have issued no fines at all since
2019 and 12 have issued 10 or fewer.
While fatal dog attacks are rela-
tively rare, Deborah Brady, whose
son suffered facial injuries in a 2020
attack, said therewill be more deaths
unless enforcement is stepped up.

Full report: Page 6
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Sheep farmer: ‘When dogs
draw blood, it gets serious’

SIMON BOURKE

Dog owners across Co Wexford are
being urged to be extravigilantwith
their petsinthe wake of asheep attack
which saw 14 ewes killed last month.

Paddy Keane, who farms in May-
glass, approximately 6km from where
the attack occurred in February, says
many owners aren’t aware of how dan-
gerous their dog can be once it’s out
in the wild.

“People don't realise, they'd say;
‘ah, I don't think he would do it’ but
they all do it, my own dog would do
it” Paddy says. “To the dogs it’s just
fun, but when theydraw blood it gets
serious then, the night it happened
here the dogs had drawn blood and
we couldn’t get them away.”

Although he hasn't suffered an at-
tack in manyyears, lambing season is
always a nervous time for Paddyandhis
family. With 300 ewes, he’s constant-
ly on edge during the spring months,
wary of the threat from all sides.

“It's a good few years ago [since it
happened to me], therewas nothing
killed but theywere scattered every-
where, I was up to my waist in rivers
trying to get them out of it,” he says.

“It is [aconstant fear], there’s dogs
either side of this field. I ring these
people whenI'm putting themin here
and you're hoping for the best then.

“The biggest problem is trying to
keep the sheep in grass over the winter
and then saying ‘no, Ican'tkeep them
there, because there's dogs nearby’,
it'sa major pain in the a***”

Heavier penalties

Andif people can'tensure theirdogs
are under lock and key at all times,
Paddy says owners should face heav-
ier penalties.

“The fines should be bigger, that
would make people more conscious,”
he says.“Butit’s trying toget the proof,
youcan'tstay with the sheep allnight.
Then trying to catch thedog; aneigh-
bour of ours had his sheep attacked

and a friend stayed out a couple of
nightswith arifle and he got the dog.
They didn't know who owned the dog,
theywouldn’t own up.”

Contrary to popular belief, the in-
crease in giant dog breeds has not
made life any more difficult for sheep
farmers.

“It's any breed of dog, althoughthe
bigger dogs will domore damage, they
cover more ground,” Paddy says.

“You can replace them, if you buy
10 ewes it's going to cost a couple of
thousand, but it's the damage to the
thrive, you'll knock them back months,
you'll have dead lambs, abortions, all
sorts of problems.”

The financial cost can, over time,
berecovered, but the emotional dam-
age lasts much longer.

“My two little wans are nine and
seven...ifI go out some morningand
their ewes have beenkilled, it'll turn
them off farming for life.

“To have go in and tell them that
would be heart-breaking”
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Councils struggle

to enforce rules as
more than 1,500
incidents reported to
gardai in two years

AMY MOLLOY

More than1,500 dog attacks have been
reported to An Garda Siochéna in the
pasttwoyears, new figures show.

Despite arise in attacks in recent
years, localauthorities are still struggling
toclamp down on dangerous dogs, with
some failing to issue any fines at all in
the past four years.

Data provided by gardai show there
was an increasein attacks lastyearwhen
compared with the previousyear.

Last year, 850 attacks were reported,
including 430 on people, 240 on live-
stock and 180 on other animals.

In 2022, gardai received reports of
738 attacks including 3350n people, 220
on livestock and 183 on other animals,

During the previous five years (2016
to 2021), there were just over 4,000 dog
attacks reported in total

Inthe wake of the horrific attack bya
pit bull cross onAlejandro Mizsan in Co
Wexford more thana year ago, the Gov-
ernment established a working group
toexamine fines, enforcementand how
dogwardens are deployed.

It was announced last November
thaton-the-spot fines for more serious
offences under the Control of Dogs Act
would increase from €100 to €300.

Owners of dogs on the restricted
breed listare required to have the ani-
mals muzzled in public. The dogs must
also be held ona short lead by a person
over the age of 16.

However,despite the increase in the
value of fines, local authorities have re-
ported having issues with enforcement
due to a lack of dog wardens.

Many have issued little or no fines,
while some councils have handed out
dozens.

Fines can onlybe issued if the alleged
offence is observed by awarden or awit-
ness statement is provided bya mem-
ber of the public.

The Irish Independent contacted all
local authorities to see how many were
issued between 2020 and last year for
dogson therestricted breed list being
offthe leash in public.

Five councils (Cavan, Clare, West-
meath, Longford and Galway city) is-
sued no fines, while eight handed out
between one and five.

In Dublin, therewas a mixed response
between the fourlocal authorities.

Dublin City Council has been proac-
tive, issuing 105 fines.

Fingal County Council has given 90
fines. However, South Dublin County
Council has only handed out 18, while
DiinLaoghaire-RathdownCounty Coun-
cil only issued one.

The dogs on the restricted breed
list include American pitbull terriers,
rottweilers, German shepherds (alsa-
tians), English bull terriers, Staffordshire
bull terriers, bull mastiffs, doberman
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XL bully dog ban begins in October

Tadgh McNally
Political Reporter

A ban on XL bully dogs is to
come into effect from Oc-
tober, Heather Humphreys,
the rural affairs minister,
will confirm today.

The ban is to be imple-
mented in two separate
stages, with the first taking
effect from October 1.

The first stage will consist
m&. aban on vno&Ea. 3_55.
ing, reselling, and importing
of an XL bully dog, while the
second stage will be a full
ban on owning the breed,
the Irish Examiner under-
stands.

The second stage is due to
take effect from February 1
next year, but XL bully
owners will be permitted to
keep their dog if they receive
a certificate of exemption.

However, this certificate
will only ro provided to dog
owners who can prove that
their XL bully has a dog
licence, is microchipped,
and neutered.

One source said that Ms
Humphreys wants to send a
clear message that the XL
bully is dangerous, causes
serious harm, and that a ban
is now necessary to protect
public safety.

In recent months, consul-
tation has been ongoing
with the attorney general
around outlawing the breed,
with no legislation required
to implement the ban itself.

The plan will also bring
Ireland in line with the
North, which introduced a
mEEE. ban earlier this year.

The ban is being brought
forward by Ms Humphreys
following a spate of dog at-
tacks in recent months, in-
cluding one which led to the
death of Nicole Morey in
Limerick.

Ms Morey, from Bawn-

more View, Limerick City,
was killed by her dogs at her
home in Fedamore in the
county in early June.

A young boy, Alejandro
Mizsan, was left with seri-
ous injuries following an at-

Whileit is true that any dog can bite you, consider the damage anX'L
bully can do compared to a jack russell,” said Heather Humphreys

tack by an XL bully in No-
vember 2022.

Speaking previously in
the Seanad, Ms Humphreys
said that while everyone
loves their dogs, “no dog's
life is worth more than
human life”.

“While it is true that any
dog can bite vou, consider
the damage an XL bully can
do compared to a jack rus-
sell,” Ms Humphreys said.

“The history of these dogs is
they were bred to be aggres-
sive. It is in their nature.”
The rural affairs minister
said that owners of XL bully
dogs would not want to hear
about a ban. “They will tell
me they own an XL bully
and it would never hurt any-
one, but I cannot ignore the
facts. The XL bully was the
dog involved in the attack on
Alejandro Mizsan in Wex-

ford and it was also the dog
involved in the attack in
Limerick which killed Ni-
cole Morey.”

A number of measures to
deal with restricted dog
breeds have been taken in
recent months, including
the doubling of on-the-spot
fines to €300 for serious of-
fences.

There are currently 11 re-
stricted dog breeds in Ire-
land, which requires owners
to keep them on a short lead
and ensure they are muzzled
while in public.

A task force to examine
strengthening dog control
laws was established by Ms
Humphreys earlier this
vear, with the body being
chaired by John Twomey,
former Garda assistant com-
missioner.

The group itself is made
up of a number of stake-
holders, including govern-
ment departments and rep-
resentatives from the Irish
Farmers Association, Dogs
Trust, and the ISPCA.
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Call for emergency laws over dog attacks

Kathleen O'Sullivan

Farmers are calling for
emergency legislation to be
introduced amid savage dog
attacks on sheep that have oc-
curred in recent weeks.

Following a devastating at-
tack on a family farm in Co
Tipperary on December 27,
the death of over 80 sheep is
expected.

This incident came only
weeks after up to 50 sheep
were killed in an attack in
Moneygall, and 20 sheep were
attacked by dogs in Kildare.

Irish Farmers' Association
Tipperary North sheep chair
JP Ryan told the Irish Exam-
iner that these attacks are a
“huge financial loss” to the
farmer, along with being “de-
moralising”, and taking “se-
rnﬂﬂmw away from your liveli-

Mr Ryan said that “emerg-
ency legislation” should be
brought in to try and tackle
the issue, with action needed
immediately.

The IFA has repeatedly
called for a number of
measures to be introduced,
including tougher sanctions
for those who fail to have
their dog under their control
at all times, and for those
whose dogs are identified to
be worrying/attacking live-
stock.

The IFA is also calling for a
single national database for
all dogs in the country that
identifies the person respon-
sible for the dog, along with
additional resources to en-
sure compliance with the ob-
ligations of dog owners.

Mr Ryan said that farmers
need policies and authorities
to protect them against these

types of attacks.

“The IFA sheep committee
has been highlighting this
problem for a long number of
years and we need action this
January because there's
worse waiting to happen,” he
said.

“This was a huge kill in
Tipperary recently, by dogs
powerful enough to kill sheep
probably in one snatch.

“We need special legis-
lation, probably emergency
legislation to bring this under
control and the fines need to
be more severe as well, and
Gardai need to be able to in-
vestigate more robustly if
necessary.”

Mr Ryan said that these at-
tacks are happening “all too
often” on Irish farms, making
it a “serious problem”.

“Let alone the financial
loss, but you're worried that

this is going to happen again,
and there are enough chal-
_mmmmmm out there,” he said.

r Ryan added that “if you
keep a dangerous dog breed,
there should be a special reg-
ister for that breed above the
dog licence”.

“An animal that's capable
of ferocious destruction, it
should be the case that if you
have a dangerous dog breed,
you have a special area to
keep that dog that is totally
secure,” Mr Ryan added.

Speaking this week to the
Irish Examiner about the dog
attack that has resulted in the
death of up to 80 of their sheep
on the family farm in Lorrha,
Co Tipperary, Nuala Gonza-
lez O'Donoghue stressed the
need for a change in policy,
and has pleaded for people to
ensure they have their dogs
under control at all times.
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Dog on restricted breed list attacked a runner on Donegal greenway

Stephen Maguire

A man had to be rushed to
hospital after being attacked
by a dog on the restricted
breed list in Co Donegal on
Sunday.

He had been jogging on the
greenway between the vil-
lages of Muff and Quigley’s
Point on the Inishowen Pen-

investigation into the attack.

Local councillor Terry
Crossan said he is horrified
by the attack and said people
need to take full responsibil-
ity for their dogs.

“I want to pay particular
praise to the gardai in deal-
ing with this situation and
taking control of it once they
realised the seriousness of

celebrating her birthday.

The tragedy has once
again opened up the debate
on dangerous dog breeds and
the possibility of certain
breeds being banned in Ire-
land.

Last week, Taoiseach
Simon Harris promised to
move to ban XL bully dogs
and other dangerous breeds

insula when he was set upon
by the dog just after midday.

The dog, understood to be
a Rottweiler, was being
walked on a lead by its owner
at the time.

The animal was not
muzzled at the time.

It managed to break free
from its owner and chased
the man before biting him a

this incident,” he said.

“This man was lucky to es-
cape even though his in-
juries are very serious.

“If this was a child the con-
sequences could have been
much worse and it’s not even
worth considering that.”

Mr Crossan said he now
plans to bring forward a mo-
tion to Donegal County

in the wake of Ms Morey's
death.

The Government is now
consulting with the Attorney
General on outlawing the
breed.

Earlier this month, a pit-
bull terrier which attacked
two people at a house in a
Cork City suburb had to be
shot dead by armed gardai.

number of times on the leg.

The victim, who is in his
20s, was rushed to Altnagel-
vin Hospital in Derry where
he underwent emergency
treatment.

It is understand that gar-
dai had, by yesterday morn-
ing, identified the dog at the
centre of the incident.

Officers have launched an

Council on dog control and
dog warden services in the
county.

The attack comes less than
two weeks after a 23-year-old
woman died in a dog attack
in Co Limerick.

Nicole Morley died after
being mauled by her own XL
bully dog when she entered
her home after a night out
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pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
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Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
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Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?
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(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
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Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Bully dog
ban ‘does

not go far
enough’

Grainne Ni Aodha

The sister of Limerick
woman Nicole Morey, who
was killed in a dog attack,
has said laws banning XL
bully dogs are not strict
enough.

Jolene Morey said her
sister had all the documents
needed for her pets.

“The law they're bringing
out, you have to have a
licence, you have to have
papers ... but my sister had
all of them,” she told RTE's
Upfront With Katie Hannon
programme.

“Nicole loved them dogs,
and the dogs loved Nicole.
But they just turned on her.”

Nicole was killed by her
dogs, including an XL bully,
as she returned home after
celebrating her 23rd birth-
day in June.

Her death prompted Rural
and Community Develop-
ment Minister Heather
Humphreys to introduce
legislation focused on XL

ully dogs.

From today, it will be
illegal to import, breed, or
resell XL bullies, while a ban
on ownership of the dogs will
come into force from Febru-
ary 1.

Current owners of XL
bullies will be required to
neuter their dogs to obtain a
certificate of exemption be-
tween those two dates in
order to keep them.

It followed several inci-
dents of dog attacks, includ-
ing a case in Co Wexford in
which a nine-year-old boy
was left with serious facial
injuries.

In an interview aired yes-
terday, Ms Morey told the
programme that she does not
believe the law represents “a
big enough change”.

“I think people are going to
keep the dogs, and then
there's going to be more acci-
dents and more attacks,” she
said. “But people won't feel
the pain until it hits their
front doorstep.

“I think there should be a
stricter law brought in.

“They're dangerous dogs.
They're not small little pup-
pies. They're not dogs that
you could just mess around
with. They can just switch in
two seconds.”

She described the family's
reaction when they heard
that something had hap-
pened to Nicole that night.

“I was sitting in my room
in darkness, and I rang Ni-
cole because I didn't believe
it was real.

“Then I texted her. I said:
‘Are you OK?" And got no
message back. And then a
video got sent to me. And
they asked me if it was with
my sister. And I just re-
member clicking into a video
and seeing her on the floor.

“I was just waiting for the
phone call to say she's gone
because I had a feeling in my
stomach that she didn’t sur-
vive it

“But my mum was like:
‘No, it's only bites and stuff.’
Then my uncle rang, and I
just knew from his voice that
she was gone.”

She described her sister as
successful and an important
part of their family as the el-
dest sibling.

“My family want Nicole to
be remembered as how much
of a good person she was. Not
the girl that died from the
dog attack or the video that's
going viral.

“Nicole did so well in life.
Nicole would do anything for
anyone. She’s just a lovable
person.

Nicole Morey had all the papers
needed for her pets.
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« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Does Ireland need
tougher dog control laws?
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Armed police had to fire 19 SHOTS to Kkill
two XL Bully dogs after an 84-year-old
man was dragged off the street and
mauled: Woman arrested over attack as
pensioner fights for his life

By JAMES TOZER, REPORTER
PUBLISHED: 15:56 BST, 25 February 2025 | UPDATED: 21:20 BST, 25 February 2025

Armed police had to fire 19 shots to kill two XL Bully dogs after an 84-year-old man
was left fighting for his life when he was dragged into a garden and viciously
attacked.

A 29-year-old woman has now been arrested after the 'unregistered' XL Bully mauled
the helpless pensioner.

Due to the 'size and ferocity' of the dog and a second suspected XL Bully at the same
property, police marksmen had to shoot them 19 times in order to kill them, they
revealed today in a horrific update.
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Courts

Court effort to stop ban on rehoming XL
bullies will be opposed by State

Plaintiffs say ban is ‘overly broad’ and seek to stop it being imposed on
February 1st

An owner found to be in breach of the regulations by keeping an XL bully after February 1st without an

exemption certificate will have committed a criminal offence. Photograph: Christopher Furlong/Getty
Images

Paul Neilan

Thu Jan 30 2025-18:14

The State is set to oppose an injunction application brought by six animal
welfare organisations seeking to halt the impending ban on them rehoming
or exporting XL bully dogs in their care.

The High Court has scheduled to hear the application on Friday, just one
day before the ban is due to come into force.
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Death or Sweden: XL bully dogs shipped
overseas before ban next week

Dog rescue charity in Sweden agrees to accept 22 animals who would
otherwise be put down

A dog rescue charity in Sweden has taken 22 XL bully dogs from Ireland who would otherwise be put down.
Video: Enda O'Dowd

Ronan McGreevy

Thu Sept 26 2024 - 18:46

St Patrick drove the snakes out of Ireland. The 22 XL bully-type dogs that left
Ashbourne in Co Meath on Thursday were driven out of Ireland in air-
conditioned vans.

Their final destination is Sweden, a journey of two days across land and sea. As
of next Tuesday, October 1st, it will be against the law to import, breed, sell or
rehome an XL bully dog.

Therefore those in dog shelters or pounds will be put down. Those retained by
owners will need a certificate of exemption from next February and will have to
be neutered and microchipped.
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Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



Department of Agriculture officially takes
responsibility for dog control

Effective from 1]June 2025, the Department of Agriculture has said that it will now
look after policy regarding dog control.

Rachel Donovan
Wed 25 June 2025 12:00 AM

1l policy and legislative responsibility for the control of dogs has been
transferred to the Department of Agriculture, the Irish Farmers Journal

can reveal.

Effective from 1 June 2025, the Department of Agriculture has said that it will
now look after policy regarding dog control, policy relating to breed specific

legislation, including XL Bully control and dog licensing policy.

It will also support local authorities in discharging their responsibilities in

relations to dog control operations.
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« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



IMAGE: Shutterstock/Vicky1981

XL BULLY BAN

Dog behaviourist
The problem of dog attacks won't be
solved with just a ban on certain breeds

Suzi Walsh says banning certain breeds like they’ve done in the UK may not be
the way to go.

7.01pm, 25 Jan 2024

AT THE END of last year, a ban on XL bully dogs was introduced in England
and Wales to address the increased incidence of fatal dog attacks but will it
work and should Ireland follow suit?

An XL bully is a type of bully breed, a term used to identify a variety of terrier-
type dogs. The types and styles of bully dogs vary geographically depending on
individual preferences such as English Bull Terriers, Bullmastiffs, Staffordshire
Bull Terriers, Boston Terriers, Boxers, French Bulldogs and breed types such as
the American Pitbull terrier.

The term “Pit Bull ” is a universal term often misused to suggest that the pit
bull is a breed of dog, when they are actually a mix of two or more breeds of
dog. This is also the case for the XL or American Bully.

An American bully XL, known as an XL bully, is the largest of the American
bully types. They are not a registered breed with the Kennel Club in Ireland or
the UK but are a breed type that has been bred from several different dog
breeds. They are a very large dog weighing upwards of 57 kg and have a
muscular appearance. They are often overly bred to create an abnormal shape
and structure which can be detrimental to the dogs health.

The Noteworthy team recently reported a rise in dog bite reports across
Ireland, with victims of dog attacks saying lax law enforcement leaves
them without hope. Read their investigation here >>
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What is happening in Britain?

From 31 December 2023, it became illegal to breed, sell, advertise, exchange,
gift, rehome, abandon or allow XL bully-type dogs to stray in England and
Wales. The ban does not yet apply in Scotland or Northern Ireland.

The XL Bully is the fifth dog added to the banned list which
includes the American Pit Bull Terrier, Japanese Tosa,
Dogo Argentino and Fila Brasileiro.

Families with an XL bully type dog in Britain must now keep their dog on a
lead and muzzled when they walk in public. All XL Bully types are required to
be microchipped, neutered (by June 2024) and have third party liability
insurance. From the 1 February this year, it will be a criminal offence to own an
unregistered XL bully type dog. Registration costs over €100 and dogs without a
certificate of exemption are at risk of euthanasia.

The decision to ban XL Bully dogs was made following a concerning rise in dog
attacks, with 11 people sadly losing their lives in the last three years with an XL
Bully type named as the dog.

There is currently no exact description for an XL bully because XL bullies are
crossbreeds: Kennel Club breed standards do not exist. Instead, the UK
government created its own specification for the breed, including the size of
their head and muzzle, their build and the height and length of their body.
Breed name, DNA and parentage are not considered. The main criterion the
government is focusing on is a minimum height requirement. For adult males,
this is 20 inches and above, and for females, this is 19 inches and above. If a dog
does not meet this height requirement, they will not be typed as an XL bully. If
they do, they are assessed against the rest of the specifications.

Currently, a judicial review hearing has been scheduled for January with
campaigners seeking to overturn the ban. There are approximately 250 XL
Bullys in shelters throughout England and Wales who would be euthanised
under the legislation.

Didn’t they try that before?

Pit Bulls were banned in the UK in 1991 and since then researchers at Liverpool
University have shown that UK hospital admissions for dog bites have risen
consistently over the past 20 years. The increase appears to be restricted to
adults, where the numbers have tripled over that time.

Despite Pit Bulls being banned in the UK they are still identified in many bite
instances confirming that they’re difficult to identify or that banning the breed
was unsuccessful. Either way, the statistics indicate that banning a breed does
not appear to decrease the number of dog attacks. So instead of banning a
breed why not implement a plan of responsible dog breeding, ownership and
welfare?
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Are there any banned dog breeds in Ireland?

There are no banned dog breeds in Ireland, however there is a restricted breed
list. This is a list of 11 dog breeds with certain rules and regulations that must
be followed by law. These are the American Pit Bull Terrier, English Bull Terrier,
Staffordshire Bull Terrier, Bull Mastiff, Dobermann Pinscher, German Shepherd
(Alsatian), Rhodesian Ridgeback, Rottweiler, Japanese Akita, Japanese Tosa,
Bandog or any combination or crosses of these breeds. In addition to the
normal dog legislation, these dogs must be kept on a short lead (under two
metres), muzzled in public places and they must only be exercised by someone
over the age of 16.

Is banning a breed the answer?

Bans or restrictions on dog breeds seem good on the surface; if those dogs don’t
exist, they can’t attack or bite, but the reality is not that simple and it’s not an
effective solution. The new legislation in the UK fails to get to the root of the
dog bite problem which ultimately is irresponsible care and mismanagement of
a dog. Research clearly shows that breed-specific legislation does not reduce the
number of bites.

A study by the Department of Environmental and Life Sciences at Karlstad
University in Sweden showed that breed specific legislation had no effect on
the total number of dog bites, supporting previous studies that have also shown
no evidence for breed-specific legislation in other countries.

The issue of dangerous dogs, dog bites and public safety is a complex one. Any
dog can bite. It is the dog’s individual history, behaviour, general size, number of
dogs involved, and the vulnerability of the person bitten that determines the
likelihood of a dog causing serious injury.

Breed-specific bans are a simplistic answer to a
far more intricate social problem, and they have
the potential to deflect attention and resources
from more effective approaches.

Breed-specific laws are extremely difficult to enforce, especially when a dog’s
breed cannot easily be determined or if the dog is of mixed breed. A breed
identification study by the University of Florida College of Veterinary
Medicine had over 5,000 breeders, trainers, groomers, veterinarians and shelter
staff review 119 photos of individual dogs to see if they were capable of
identifying breeds.

The participants were only able to correctly identify a prominent breed an
average of 27% of the time. These results indicate that, regardless of profession,
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What should we do?

The best ways to reduce dog bite-related incidents in a community are
multifactorial approaches focusing on improved ownership and husbandry
practices, better understanding of canine behaviour, education of parents and
children regarding safety around dogs and consistent enforcement of dangerous
dogs/reckless owners in communities.

Effective laws should hold people responsible
for the humane care, custody, and control of
their dogs regardless of breed or type.

Apart from the misidentification of many breed types, there is always another
breed to come to the forefront. If you ban XL Bullys, people buy Cane Corsos.
Ban the Cane Corso and people will buy Rottweilers and so on. There is always
another breed or type to replace the last. Bans and restrictions are complicated,
they are difficult and costly to implement and are a very unsuccessful way of
reducing bite statistics.

Banning a breed also has a serious emotional impact on the veterinary
profession. Nearly all Veterinary professionals choose their career in order to
save the lives of animals and while this is not always possible, euthanasia is
usually the last resort. It is unethical for a government to put laws in place
where Veterinarians are asked to put healthy animals to sleep based on their
appearance. This is especially true when that animal is a beloved family pet
with no history of aggressive behaviour.

Why do dogs bite people?

Aggression is a context-dependent behaviour and is associated with many
different motivations. Most dogs that show aggression do so to eliminate a
perceived threat to their safety or to protect a resource.

Nearly all dog aggression is fear-based and it is
rarely unpredictable.

The leading causes of fear are inadequate socialisation and undiagnosed pain.
When there is increased demand for a particular breed there is usually an
increase in behavioural issues and health concerns for the breed as
unscrupulous breeders race to meet the demand.

1. Inadequate socialisation: Bites mainly happen when dogs are poorly
socialised. Puppies need to be raised in a home environment, to experience
regular and gentle handling from approximately three weeks of age and they
need to be exposed to the stimuli they will experience in a pet home. They
need people to be affectionate with them and they need to be social, content
and outgoing by the time they reach 12 — 14 weeks of age to be adaptable
enough to live in a human world.

The main problem that we have in Ireland is that how we breed dogs prevents
adequate socialisation and, worryingly, breed specific legislation exacerbates the
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Dog-minder has ear ripped off by XL
Bully after it attacked him while he slept

+ Have YOU been attacked by an XL bully? Email:
poppy.gibson@mailonline.co.uk

By POPPY ATKINSON GIBSON
PUBLISHED: 16:56 BST, 5 June 2025 | UPDATED: 23:02 BST, 5 June 2025

A dog-minder had his ear ripped off by an XL bully after it attacked him while he
slept.

Darren Shuttleworth-Long, 52, from Swindon was sleeping peacefully next to the
banned breed on his sofa on April 26, but was woken up after it started biting him.

The dog sitter was caring for the hound for someone else and described the animal
crashing in to him several times and snapping and sharling before biting his face.

He will now require plastic surgery to reconstruct his ear and confessed he struggles
to leave the house and even hearing a dog bark sends shivers down his spine.

A woman has been arrested on suspicion of being in charge of a dog dangerously out
of control
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Big Appple présente

XL BULLY

Une exposition de Alexis Etienne
18 janvier — 8 mars 2026

« Est-ce que mon chien est dangereux ? »

C’est la question qui traverse 1’espace public britannique depuis que 1’interdiction des chiens
de type XL Bully est entrée en vigueur & I'hiver 2024. A partir d’une recherche comparative menée
dans la presse britannique, Alexis Etienne analyse les mots employés, la répétition des images, la
mise en récit de quelques faits divers montés en épingle. La presse fonctionne ici comme un effet de
loupe : elle isole, grossit, déforme. Elle produit un cycle de peur ou la psychose se nourrit d'elle-
méme.

Pourtant, Alexis Etienne n’a jamais possédé¢ de XL Bully. Il avoue une forme de crainte : changer
de trottoir face a un chien jugé « dangereux », se méfier d’un corps percu comme menagant. Ce
sont, en creux, ses propres peurs qu’il met au travail. L’intime et le politique se rejoignent a cet
endroit.

En paralléle de cette enquéte médiatique et sur le terrain a Dublin, 1’artiste s’intéresse a une autre
circulation : celle des formes et du gott. Les bulldogs décoratifs - statuettes multicolores, chiens
pop vendus autant sur Amazon, dans des enseignes d'articles de maison bon marché que dans les
galeries aux abords du Louvre - envahissent les jardins, les balcons et intérieurs du périurbain
comme des appartements cossus. Entre références lointaines a I’art contemporain et objets kitsch
assumés, ces figures interrogent la maniére dont le golit est construit socialement, s'infiltre et se
déploie.

Les grandes peintures de bulldogs réalisées par Alexis Etienne reprennent ces formes familiéres. La
peinture y dégouline et déborde. Les chiens deviennent instables et fantomatiques, presque
spectraux. Ils ne sont plus des objets décoratifs, ni tout a fait des menaces. Ces figures rendues
inquiétantes, des corps a la fois lourds et volatils, sont chargés des émotions, des peurs et des affects
d'un corps social qui cherche a se reconstituer.

Mark Fisher écrit dans Ghosts of My Life que nous sommes « hantés par les futurs qui n’ont pas eu
lieu », par des possibles sociaux, culturels ou politiques qui ont été annulés par le capitalisme
néolibéral. Les bulldogs d’Alexis Etienne sont de ces spectres-la. Ils nous regardent autant que nous
les regardons, et posent une question simple et dérangeante : de quoi avons-nous réellement peur ?
Et s'ils le sont, pourquoi ces chiens sont dangereux ?

Clément Hébert

Biographie : Alexis Etienne vit a Argenteuil, aux portes de Paris. Il est diplomé de la HEAD
(Geneve) et de I’ArBA-EsA (Bruxelles). Libraire, éditeur indépendant et « fun size curator », il est
le directeur éditorial de la revue critique multilingue /’idiot utile qu’il a cofondée avec Hubert
Crabieres en 2022. Il crée la maison d’édition The Long Face en 2025 et invite des artistes pour des
solo-shows dans le cadre du micro-programme curatorial Cristal Palais.

Big Appple est un espace d'art associatif fondé en 2024 situé dans une architecture foraine au 401
Rue du pommier a Anderlecht. L’espace d'exposition est régulicrement augmenté par des éléments
de mobiliers pensés et congus par des créateur.ice.s. Les luminaires sont de Arnaud Eubelen, la
porte d'entrée de Joseph Dofny.



the dog broke free and started to attack him.

The church volunteer managed to move it off him but the dog continued to attack him
in a 10-minute long fight that also saw half his nose ripped off.

The 52-year-old was finally able to get away and was taken to Bristol's Southmead
Hospital.
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View gallery

Darren Shuttleworth-Long, 52, from Swindon was sleeping peacefully next to an XL Bully on
his sofa on April, 26, but was woken up after it started biting him, ripping his ear off
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The dog-sitter will now require plastic surgery to reconstruct his ear and confessed he
struggles to leave the house and is scared of big dogs

He spent three days in intensive care and was told he would need plastic surgery to
reconstruct his ear.

Mr Shuttleworth-Long, a volunteer at his local church said: 'l went to sleep and had
the dog asleep next to me.

'l woke up and it had latched on the side of me. | managed to move it off.

'It attacked me again and hit me on the side.
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'He hit me about eight to ten times - | thought "I'm in serious trouble".'

Mr Shuttleworth-Long says the attack was unprompted and lasted for around 10
minutes before he was able to get away from the dog.

He said: 'My whole right side of my face was numb.
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Mr Shuttleworth-Long said he initially found the dog's jaw had locked while it was nestled in to
his armpit but as he tried to move it, the dog broke free and started to attack him



