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P r e s s  R e l e a s e

dépendance is p leased to present the four th so lo exh ib i t ion of  Thomas Bayr le at 
the ga l ler y.  The exh ib i t ion co inc ides wi th h is sur veys at  the Schi rn Kunstha l le in 
Frank fur t  (12 Februar y -  10 May) and the MiK in Würzburg (28 Februar y -  17 May 
2026) and cons is ts of  a dozen works on paper f rom the ear ly 1970s and two new 
tapest r ies.

Thomas Bayr le is an in f luent ia l  f igure among Germany’s post-war ar t is ts .  He has 
been examin ing soc ieta l  t ransformat ions s ince the 1960s, of ten emphas iz ing the 
in terconnec tedness between ind iv idua l  behav ior and co l lec t ive sys tems. He came 
of age dur ing the West German economic mirac le,  when produc t ion was not h idden 
but d isp layed and promised as a new normal.  Dur ing a tex t i le apprent icesh ip,  he 
learned pat tern mak ing on Jacquard looms whose punch cards thought in un i ts 
and commands. That ear ly encounter wi th the gr id never lef t  h im. Across drawings, 
pr in ts and ob jec ts Bayr le t reats repet i t ion as both c raf t  and c r i t ique, showing 
how images, language, and ever yday th ings are shaped by economic and po l i t i ca l 
sys tems. 

A sui te of  drawings f rom 1970 to 1973 makes the machine v is ib le in a d i f ferent way, 
by s l i c ing the mot i f  in to bands. Hat  and Der Boss  appear out of  hor izonta l  l ines l ike 
forms scanned in to be ing, the hand imi tat ing a programmed process wi th pat ience. 
Some of the drawings are out l ines for  h is s ignature pr in ts ,  such as Beethoven 
“Mondscheinsonate”  and Schwein Her ta .  Bayr le once remarked that he works in 
awareness of  the machine, that  i t  s tands bes ide h im and in f luences h im. Parkhaus 
app l ies the same banded th ink ing to in f ras t ruc ture,  a park ing b lock that ho lds a car, 
an image of  s torage and s ta l led mot ion that echoes h is at tent ion to h ighways and 
t raf f i c  sys tems. In these works the l ine is never innocent .  I t  behaves l ike a reg is ter 
or a t rack .

The l ine drawings return to the tex t i le sur faces of  the carpets .   The p ic ture becomes 
fabr ic aga in,  a f ie ld you encounter wi th your body as much as your eyes. Bayr le 
has of ten po inted to Jacquard pat tern cards as a precursor of  d ig i ta l  p rogramming, 
ins is t ing that the analog and the d ig i ta l  occupy ad jacent rea lms. The carpet is 
therefore not a ret reat f rom technology but i ts quiet  tw in.  Thread s tands in for  code. 
The loom ant ic ipates the screen.

-
Thomas Bayr le (1937, Germany) l i ves and works in Frank fur t .  He has held major 
solo exh ib i t ions at  New Museum, New York;  MAK, V ienna; Ins t i tu te of  Contemporar y 
Ar t ,  Miami;  Lenbachhaus, Munich; WIELS, Brussels;  MADRE, Naples;  Musée d’ar t 
Moderne et  Contempora in,  Geneva; Museum Ludwig,  Cologne and Museum für 
Moderne Kunst ,  Frank fur t .  He has a lso shown at  the 50 th and 53rd Venice B iennale, 
the 16 th B iennale of  Sydney, the 4th Ber l in B iennale and the 2nd Guangzhou 
Tr iennia l .  He took par t  in documenta 3,  documenta 6 and documenta 13 when 
he won the Arnold -Bode-Pre is .  From 1975 t i l l  2007, he was a professor at  the 
Städelschule.
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1 	 U n t i t l e d ,  1 9 8 7
	 w a t e r c o l o r  a n d  p e n c i l  o n  c a r d b o a r d ,  u n f r a m e d
	 5 8 . 5  x  5 0 . 8  c m  /  2 3  x  2 0  i n

2 	 H a t ,  1 9 7 0
	 P e n c i l  a n d  f e l t - t i p  p e n  o n  v e l l u m  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 6 0 . 5  x  5 4  x  4 . 2  c m  ( f r a m e d )
	 2 3  7 / 8  x  2 1  1 / 4  x  1  5 / 8  i n  ( f r a m e d )

3 	 C o l o s s e u m ,  1 9 7 0
	 P e n c i l  a n d  f e l t - t i p  p e n  o n  v e l l u m  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 5 9  x  7 8  x  4 . 2  c m  ( f r a m e d )
	 2 3  1 / 4  x  3 0  3 / 4  x  1  5 / 8  i n  ( f r a m e d )

4 	 H a t ,  1 9 7 0 / 2 0 2 6
	 w o v e n  c a r p e t
	 1 4 0  x  1 4 0  c m  /  5 5  1 / 8  x  5 5  1 / 8  i n

5 	 M a n n e s - M a n n ,  1 9 7 2
	 P e n c i l  a n d  f e l t - t i p  p e n  o n  v e l l u m  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 4 9 . 7  x  4 1  x  3 . 7  c m  ( f r a m e d )
	 1 9  5 / 8  x  1 6  1 / 8  x  1  1 / 2  i n  ( f r a m e d )

6 	 P a r k h a u s ,  1 9 7 3
	 P e n c i l  a n d  f e l t - t i p  p e n  o n  v e l l u m  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 4 1  x  5 1  x  3 . 7  c m  ( f r a m e d )
	 1 6  1 / 8  x  2 0  1 / 8  x  1  1 / 2  i n  ( f r a m e d )

7 	 U n t i t l e d ,  2 0 0 4
	 i n k  a n d  p e n c i l  o n  p a p e r,  u n f r a m e d
	 4 2  x  1 0 2  c m  /  1 6  1 / 2  x  4 0  1 / 8  i n

8 	 D e r  B o s s ,  1 9 7 1 / 2 0 2 6
	 w o v e n  c a r p e t
	 1 4 0  x  1 4 0  c m  /  5 5  1 / 8  x  5 5  1 / 8  i n

9 	 B e e t h o v e n ,  1 9 7 0
	 P e n c i l  a n d  f e l t - t i p  p e n  o n  v e l l u m  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 49.7 x 41 x 3.7 cm /  19 5/8 x 16 1/8 x 1 1/2 in ( f ramed)

1 0 	 G e l b  I ,  2 0 1 2 / 1 4
	 c a r d b o a r d ,  w o o d ,  g o u a c h e
	 6 0 . 5  x  5 0  x  4  c m  /  2 3  7 / 8  x  1 9  3 / 4  x  1  5 / 8  i n

11 	 D e r  B o s s ,  1 9 7 1
	 P e n c i l  a n d  f e l t - t i p  p e n  o n  v e l l u m  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 6 1  x  5 9  x  4 . 2  c m  /  2 4  x  2 3  1 / 4  x  1  5 / 8  i n  ( f r a m e d )

1 2 	 H e r t a ,  1 9 7 2
	 P e n c i l  a n d  f e l t - t i p  p e n  o n  v e l l u m  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 49 x 61.5 x 4.2 cm /  19 1/4 x 24 1/4 x 1 5/8 in ( f ramed)

1 3 	 C o w b o y ,  1 9 7 0
	 p e n c i l  o n  t r a n s p a r e n t  p a p e r,  f r a m e d
	 4 6 . 0  x  5 8 . 0  c m  /  1 8 . 1  x  2 2 . 8  i n

1 4 	 B ü g e l m a n n  ( R o t ) ,  1 9 7 0
	 s i l k s c r e e n  i n  4  c o l o r s  o n  c a r d b o a r d
	 5 0 . 0  x  7 1 . 0  c m  /  1 9 . 7  x  2 8  i n
	 E d i t i o n  3 2  o f  5 0
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