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“Butsudan” is a family Buddhist alter, it is like a dresser, a black box. It usually 
stays in Japanese households. There are some symbolic objects in the shelf, a tool 
for making noise, a candle holder, incense holder, match extinguisher, flower vase, 
a pot for tea, plates for fruit, rice and sweets. 

I included some of the objects in the painting. They are on the beach instead of 
staying on the dark shelf. First I thought those ritualistic objects are not designed 
for our comfort and use in everyday life. 

There are drawers that stock candles, incense sticks and reusable versions; LED 
candles, LED incense sticks which don’t make smoke and rice, pastry offerings 
made out of plastic. 

Wait, do they work in the ritualistic context still? 

But actually I feel comfortable with the way too convenience culture. 


