Incomplete Poem (laundry line), 2023

Incomplete Poem is a shifting archive
of shanzhai t-shirts sourced from
Hong Kong to New York that together
form one long poem moving across
bodies and landscapes. The archive
is often shared through purpose-built
reading apparatuses that traverse
libraries, community centers, archives,
and personal closets. Designed in
collaboration with the architectural
collective common room, the
structures reference places where text
and textile trouble the boundaries that
define public and private space.

For the months of September and
October, “Incomplete Poem (laundry
line)” is on view and available for
consultation at Giselle’s Books in the
Belsunce area of Marseille. Weaving
through the library and living quarters
of Giselle’s and out onto the terrace,
this excerpt of the poem is inspired
by laundry lines, which extend the
domestic space out into public view,
and by the subversive potential of
“airing dirty laundry”—an idiom that
refers to discussing unpleasant
matters in front of others. In recent
years, the practice of hanging laundry
between buildings to dry has been
banned in certain regions of France
in a classist, racist political gesture
that masquerades as aesthetic
preference. At Giselle’s, “Incomplete
Poem (laundry line)” declares its
presence exuberantly, in dialogue with
a neighborhood known for informal
open air markets, wholesale depots,
kebab houses, and tea parlors—

and amidst the context of Marseille

as a multilingual port city. The piece
incorporates several new poems
sourced in markets around Marseille.
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Shanzhai Lyric (est. 2015) investigates
global trade networks, informal
economies, and the poetics of counterfeit
goods. L%, or “shanzhai,” translates

to “mountain hamlet,” but also means
“counterfeit” in contemporary Chinese
usage. The group takes inspiration from
shanzhai t-shirts that circulate globally,
often emblazoned with non-standard
English phrases expressing a radical
disregard for the norms of branding.
Shanzhai Lyric notes: “There is a delightful
humour in the unexpected collisions of
meaning, but what really resonates with
us about these garments is how deeply
we can be moved by apparent nonsense,
how it actually seems to describe with
poetic precision the experience of living in
an utterly nonsensical world. With devoted
irreverence, shanzhai poems highlight
the arbitrary line between real and fake —
designed to exploit and criminalize the
many for the gain of the few.”

Recent presentations include MIT School
of Architecture and Planning, MoMA PSH,
Henry Moore Institue, SculptureCenter,
Amant, Canal Projects, Abrons Arts Center,
Women'’s Art Library, and Artists Space.
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