
Born in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1925, visual artist, poet, and essayist Etel Adnan writes what must be
communicated through language, and paints what cannot. While her earliest paintings favored pure
abstraction, she is perhaps best known for her landscape works inspired by her long obsession with
Mount Tamalpais. Adnan’s recent works once again return to abstraction, most specifically, color
and its possibilities. A student of philosophy, Adnan came to Berkeley in 1955. As an active
participant in Ann O’Hanlon’s Perception Workshops in Mill Valley in the 1960s, she developed her
practice in dialogue with poets, experimental musicians, playwrights, and SFMOMA, at its original
location in the War Memorial Veteran’s Building. Though she now resides in Paris, the Bay Area
remained her home for more than fifty years, and was long the impetus behind her work. New Work:
Etel Adnan presents new paintings and tapestries in SFMOMA’s first presentation of the artist’s
work.
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