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In Belas Artes, Bruno Zhu (Porto, 1991) addresses structures of power inherent to 

museological practice using an idiosyncratic conceptual approach. 

Influenced by fashion design, publishing and scenography, the work of Bruno Zhu 

departs from the object as a means to explore notions of agency, authorship, 

consumption, and power. In Belas Artes, the artist reflects on collecting, exhibition 

design and the role of museums as producers of artistic value. 

In this exhibition, visitors will encounter four interconnected rooms entirely 

different from one another. Three of these rooms display a selection of works from 

the CAM Collection. 

The exhibition is part of a curatorial line at CAM that fosters new perspectives of its 

Collection by inviting artists to engage with and reinterpret it. Bruno Zhu’s proposal 

scrutinises the hierarchies of power and taste that structure museological practices. 

‘Belas Artes’ follows instructions set in a written agreement featured in ‘License to 

Live’, commissioned by Chisenhale Gallery, in London. The document is a step-by-

step guide to exhibition design that traverses colour, display, ornamentation, and 

orientation. 

https://chisenhale.org.uk/project/bruno-zhu/


Belas Artes is accompanied by the reader ‘Fiction Non Fiction: Volume 2’, co-

published with Bierke Verlag, bringing together texts of literary criticism and social 

sciences. 

The Gulbenkian Art Library has added to its collection a set of publications that 

reflect Bruno Zhu’s artistic practices over recent years. 

Access to the exhibition may involve some movement restrictions. Our team will be 

available to provide any clarification or assistance during your visit. 

 

Photos here  
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Bruno Zhu (Porto, 1991) lives and works between Portugal and The Netherlands. 

Recent projects include exhibitions at M HKA in Antwerp, Chisenhale Gallery in 

London, Para Site in Hong Kong, Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, Veronica in 

Seattle, Kunsthalle Zurich in Zurich, What Pipeline in Detroit, and Haus der 

Kulturen der Welt in Berlin. Zhu is a member of ‘A Maior’, a curatorial program set 

in the eponymous home furnishings and clothing store in Viseu. 

 

 

https://gulbenkian.pt/biblioteca-arte/en/noticias-en/collection-of-publications-by-bruno-zhu-available-at-the-art-library/
https://we.tl/t-BhECxAqWGL

