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P r e s s  R e l e a s e

dépendance VIEW is p leased to present Spel lbound , 
a so lo exh ib i t ion by I r is  van Dongen. 

I r is  van Dongen’s work moves between h is tor ica l  pa int ing t rad i t ions and 
contemporar y subcul tures.  Her por t ra i ts of  women show d is tant ,  absent gazes 
remin iscent of  19 th -centur y Pre -Raphael i te pa int ing,  but are ref ramed through 
references to fash ion photography, death meta l  aesthet ics ,  and contemporar y 
s t y l ing.  Cloth ing and ornament func t ion as a v isua l  language through which 
gender ro les and ident i t y are tes ted and unset t led through cho ices of  fabr ic , 
pose, and s t y l ing rather than abst rac t  symbol ism, of ten produc ing an uneasy 
s t i l lness rather than open-ended d isquiet .  Spel lbound  theat r ica l ly incorporates 
a skul l  that  echoes one of  James Ensor ’s recur r ing mot i fs ,  where masks and 
vani tas symbol ism b lur the boundar ies between sat i re,  mor ta l i t y,  and d isguise.

Her works use layered app l icat ions of  paste l ,  o i l ,  and charcoal  to const ruc t 
f igures through v is ib le rev is ions,  smudges, and over lays,  where br ight 
p igments emerge sharp ly aga ins t  dark ,  mat te backgrounds. The compos i t ions 
cons is tent ly ar ise f rom a tens ion between dense b lack abst rac t ion and def ined 
f igurat ion,  c reat ing a d ia logue between presence and obscur i t y.

The por t ra i ts are s taged as s t i l l  scenes wi th del iberate pos ing, where hands, 
ha i r,  and fabr ic are carefu l ly ar ranged and fo lded so that smal l  deta i ls l ike 
s t i tch ing, s t rands, and c loth become the main car r iers of  meaning. Each f igure 
can be read as a tarot  card,  a se l f - conta ined image charged wi th symbol ic 
tens ion that res is ts reso lut ion.  Th is c reates a suspended s tate in which 
the sub jec t  appears both revealed and wi thheld,  produc ing a psycholog ica l 
atmosphere where the f igure seems momentar i ly  spel lbound.

Her rura l  Danish set t ings are grounded in c lose obser vat ion:  gardens, 
overgrown fores ts ,  and sh i f t ing weather condi t ions d i rec t ly in form the works. 
Nature is not t reated symbol ica l ly but as an ac t ive set  of  condi t ions that shapes 
compos i t ion and spat ia l  log ic .  In One Misty Moisty Morn ing ,  the f igure’s dress 
sp i ra ls outward, d isso lv ing in to the sur rounding landscape, whi le the presence 
of  a cat  in t roduces a ref lec t ive counterpar t  that  impl icates the v iewer through 
i ts gaze.

I r is van Dongen (1975, NL) l i ves and works in Denmark .  She has had so lo 
exh ib i t ions at  Museum van Loon, Amsterdam; Künst lerhaus Bethanien, Ber l in; 
and St ig ter van Doesburg,  Amsterdam. Her work has been inc luded in group 
exh ib i t ions at  Sadie Coles HQ, London; Kunstmuseum, The Hague; Stedel i jk 
Museum, Amsterdam;  Schi rn Kunstha l le,  Frank fur t;   Frac Franche-Comté, 
Besançon; Bo i jmans Van Beuningen, Rot terdam; the T i rana B iennia l  and the 
Athens B iennale.  In 2014, she c reated an of f i c ia l  por t ra i t  of  K ing Wi l lem-Alex-
ander of  the Nether lands.
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1 	 Je Transformais
	 2012
	 Soft pastel, pressed charcoal, 
	 and acrylic on paper (unframed)
	 150 x 84 cm
	 59 x 33 1/8 in

2	 Teunisbloem
	 2023
	 Soft pastel, pressed charcoal, 
	 and acrylic on paper, mounted on wood
	 102 x 76 cm
	 40 1/8 x 29 7/8 in

3	 In the Garden
	 2026
	 Soft pastel, pressed charcoal, 
	 and acrylic on paper (unframed)
	 60.5 x 47.5 cm
	 23 7/8 x 18 3/4 in

4	 Spellbound
	 2026
	 Soft pastel, pressed charcoal, 
	 and acrylic on paper (unframed)
	 61 x 48 cm
	 24 x 18 7/8 in

5	 One misty moisty morning
	 2026
	 Soft pastel, pressed charcoal, 
	 and acrylic on paper (unframed)
	 104 x 74 cm
	 41 x 29 1/8 in

6	 August
	 2025
	 Soft pastel, pressed charcoal, 
	 and acrylic on paper (unframed)
	 81 x 60 cm
	 31 7/8 x 23 5/8 in
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