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Caro Jost’s premiere presentation in Slovenia offers a substantial exploration of the artist’s multi-faceted
approach, showcasing both new production as well as an overview of her artistic practice that spans over more
than two decades. Jost’s multi-media practice is based on collecting, archiving and ultimately transforming
seemingly insignificant, everyday materials — objects, that range everywhere from photographs, legal
documents, found materials in the public space to newspaper clippings, invoices and advertisements, which she
treats as artifacts, witnesses to a specific time that often carry the burden of memory. This extensive collection
of histories serves as a base for all her work.

In the literal sense, by concretely, materially altering the materials, she is able to contain a fleeting moment and
give it form, which is often a shaped canvas or paper, “deforming” it into a sculptural piece, a relief, with limited
possibility of legibility. Figuratively, she appropriates stories that are not her own, unravels their original
significance and creates a new narrative. Whatever remnants of past, she takes them and makes them her own
by intervention. What follows is text analysis, or, rather, an analysis of whatever material is on display. Inevitably,
Jost’s choice of materials, choice of what to highlight and what to omit, her gaze, which in turn guides our gaze,
influence what we see and how we perceive it; positively or negatively, with humor or absurdity, with irony or
sincerity.

In doing so, she crafts pieces that offer alternative views of familiar narratives, that challenge us to consider the
multifaceted nature of reality and the interconnectedness of our experiences. These artworks invite one to think
of another perspective on the human condition, of another way to think - yourself, others, historical events,
moments, spaces, social dynamics etc. This invitation can also be understood as a rallying cry in times when
empathy is alarmingly absent. The reflective surface of the center mirror piece, Think yourself in the shoes of
someone else, is not only in line with the underlying principle of Jost's general practice — how is the depicted
image (in this case, ourselves) presented, what do we highlight, what do we erase? — but is also playing into the
spatial constellation of the exhibition space and the street outside of it, creating a dynamic link between the
gallery and the public sphere, embracing the world at large.
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