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SPURS Gallery is delighted to announce Anal Intelligence, a
solo exhibition by artist Payne Zhu, set to open on May 21, 2026,
in conjunction with Gallery Weekend Beijing 2026. This marks
the artist’s first solo presentation with the gallery. Spanning
the gallery’s three dedicated spaces—Gallery I, Il and llI-the
exhibition will feature Zhu's latest 12-channel video installation
Anal Intelligence as the centerpiece. Alongside this key work, the
exhibition will unveil new iterations from Zhu's ongoing algae
series Whale-Derived Pump, alongside five seminal earlier video
works, recontextualized and reinterpreted through the curatorial
lens of “turbidity”. The exhibition runs through June 28, 2026.

Payne Zhu (b. 1990, Shanghai) delves into diverse historical,
literary, and economic systems, excavating their financial
unconscious. Through the mismatch of different technological
media, Zhu derives videos, installations, and paintings as
derivatives commemorating an unmatchable sacrifice. The
exhibition Anal Intelligence describes the much-debated
artificial intelligence of our time as a new form of intelligence,
born from an abundance of “turbid matter” (surplus data and
the human behavior of self-consumption). It was driven not by
sex/reproduction, but by digestion/destruction. And humanity,
gradually reduced to its extended senses and floating tentacles,
has become the most fundamental and the most bountiful
nourishment in its endless growth.
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Make Bad Cookies-Energy
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Reverse-Rendering

KBRS, 2018
Ladder System
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Economics of Loneliness:
Service and Management

CACA, 2018
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Whale-Derived Pump
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Octopus Nihilo-Tenelbris
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The Whale-Octopus Drifting in Clouds
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Anal Intelligence
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12-channel real-time rendered video

installation, color, sound
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Voice and information were transmitted through
copper wires, switchboards, and long-distance
communication systems.The Yellow Pages
emerged as the indexing system of this era: first
build communication networks, then construct
human-curated directories.
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After the explosion of online information, the
“gateway” became central. News, email, forums,
navigation, and advertising were aggregated onto
the homepage.These platforms functioned as hybrids
of digital newspapers and Yellow Pages, with content
organized through editors and channels.
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The scale of information surpassed the capacity
of human-edited portals, so algorithms replaced
manual directories. Hyperlinks, keywords, and
user behavior became mechanisms for ranking
information. The center shifted from portal
gateways to full-web retrieval.
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Systems no longer merely search for information,
but begin generating language and compressing
knowledge itself. By training on massive text
corpora, models form probabilistic linguistic
spaces. Users no longer face lists of webpages,
but conversational generative interfaces.
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Contemporary Art
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Images and information began circulating in
disappearing forms. Social content shifted from
permanent archives toward temporary existence,
emphasizing immediacy, privacy, and fragmented
daily communication.
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Six-second looping videos compressed internet
content into dense, endlessly repeatable visual
rhythms. Short-form video moved away from

traditional narrative and toward memes, rhythm,
and instantaneous impact.
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Lip-syncing, music fragments, and templated
gestures became the platform’s core structures.
Users began replicating, imitating, and re-
performing around unified audio templates and
recommendation systems, forming synchronized
networks of mass performance.
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Platforms further lowered the threshold of content
production, transforming ordinary labor, rural life,
and daily behavior into continuously watchable
media. Short video and livestreaming became
deeply embedded within grassroots social reality
and everyday life flows.
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Short-form video became fully integrated into
infinite scrolling, real-time recommendation,
and attention optimization systems. Platforms
no longer depended on users actively selecting
content, but continuously predicted and shaped
viewing behavior through algorithmic feedback.
Media consumption increasingly approached a
condition of continuous neural stimulation and
perceptual modulation.
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Economics of Loneliness: Service

and Management

2020
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Single-channel 4K video, color, sound, 15

min. 12 sec.
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Subscription Support
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Creators began separating themselves from traditional
advertising and institutional systems by receiving
continuous audience funding through subscriptions.
Content production gradually shifted from one-
time consumption toward long-term relationship
maintenance and community management.
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Social Visual Platforms
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HEARTERE. TTEAERAR.
Images, personal branding, and algorithmic
recommendation became central. Everyday life,
aesthetic styles, and identity presentation were

continuously datafied and transformed into
measurable flows of attention.
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Real-Time Livestream
Tipping
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Content was no longer simply watched, but co-
generated through real-time interaction. Chat
streams, subscriptions, gifts, and watch time

formed systems of continuous emotional labor
and instant economies.
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Real-Time Strategy

2018
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Three-channel 4K video, color, sound, 11

min. 49 sec.
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Resource extraction, base construction, unit
counterplay, and high-speed operations were
concentrated into the control of armies and
territory. The game established early esports
culture as a form of networked spectatorship and
intensive cognitive labor.
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Evolving from custom maps inside RTS engines,
the focus shifted from controlling armies to
controlling a single hero, emphasizing team
coordination, skill composition, and lane strategy.
Complexity migrated from macro-management
toward collaborative synchronization.
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HEEL League of Legends by Riot Games
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Platformized Esports
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The MOBA genre became streamlined, globalized,
and continuously operated as a live-service ecosystem.
Competitive tournaments, character design, streaming
culture, and algorithmic matchmaking merged into a
persistent online platform.
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Competitive structures once dependent on PCs
and prolonged concentration were compressed
into smartphone touchscreens, fragmented
time, and social relationship graphs. Esports
became deeply integrated with mobile payments,
recommendation algorithms, social media, and
everyday life.
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Three-channel video, color, sound, 4 min. 09
sec., 2 min. 52 sec., 8 min. 36 sec.
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Financial Engineering
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BTAGR. MERSHTELEMNIERS.
Mathematics, statistics, and computation were
systematically integrated into financial markets,
transforming risk, return, and time into calculable
models. Finance gradually evolved from
capital exchange into an engineering system of
information, probability, and derivatives.

Black-Scholes model
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Derivatives Pricing
Models
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The pricing framework developed by Fischer Black,
Myron Scholes, and Robert C. Merton transformed
market volatility and future uncertainty into
continuous mathematical equations. Financial
markets increasingly came to be understood
as differentiable, hedgeable, and simulatable
probabilistic spaces.
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RiskMetrics by J.P. Morgan
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Risk was no longer merely retrospective loss, but
something continuously measured, predicted,
and managed in real time. Volatility, Value at
Risk (VaR), and correlation matrices became
shared operational languages across financial

institutions. Markets began functioning as globally
interconnected networks of monitored risk.
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Aladdin by BlackRock
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Portfolio management, trading, risk analytics,
and market data were integrated into unified
computational platforms. Finance increasingly
ceased to be merely a market and became an
operating system composed of algorithms, data
centers, and automated decision structures.
Aladdin functions simultaneously as an asset-
management platform and as a real-time
governance architecture for global capital flows.
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Algae-based leather, carbon powder, fish oil

Commissioned by Aranya Art Center
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Dried and sewed in Qinghuangdao
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Octopus Cyanalkanicus
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Oil on algae-based leather

200x 150 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai
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Octopus Lithius Ruber
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Oil on algae-based leather
200x 150 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shan
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Oil paint mixed with oils distilled
from squid, fish, crab, and prawn
residues on algae-based leather

200x 160 cm

IMRERBEREER
Commissioned by Rockbund Art
Museum
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Dried and sewed in Singapore

fTERR

Whale-Derived Pump

2025

i, &, &?ﬂ!ﬁﬁxﬂ%ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ: BI3H
HE— HEFRES, ERERE
Oil paint mixed W|th oils dlstllled
from squid, fish, crab, and prawn
residues on algae-based leather

200x 160 cm

SNMEARERTER
Commissioned by Rockbund Art
Museum
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Dried and sewed in Singapore
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Oil on algae-based leather Oil on algae-based leather
200x 150 cm 200x 150 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai

Baiting Octopus with the
Transmission of Lamp
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Oil on algae-based leather
25x469 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai
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Oil on algae-based leather
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai

HEORER
Cruising the Luminous
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Oil on algae-based leather

25x387 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai
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The Whale-Octopus
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Oil on algae-based leather

25x 552 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai

Dried and sewed in Shanghai
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The Vampire Squid
Attaining Nirvana
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Oil on algae-based leather
25x560 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai
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Cleaning and Clouding
the Orifices
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Oil on algae-based leather

25x349 cm
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Dried and sewed in Shanghai




