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The main interest of Willem Oorebeek lies in the production 
and mechanisms of printed matter and its communication 
and distribution functions in society. By (over)printing and 
reproducing visual material often appropriated from mass 
media, the artist questions representational strategies and 
the functioning of perception in the age of image overload and 
the all-spectacle. By editing massively reproduced images so 
that we inevitably view them more consciously, the artist gives 
them back their autonomy and expressiveness.

Willem Oorebeek studied graphics and painting and drawing 
in Rotterdam from 1970 to ‘75. In 1989 he became a teacher 
at the Jan van Eyck Academy in Maastricht and later also 
in Amsterdam, Hamburg and Vienna. His works have been 
shown in exhibitions at Lumiar Cité, Lisbon; Yale Union, 
Portland; Marres, Maastricht; De Vleeshal, Middelburg; 
Casino Luxembourg, Luxembourg; S.M.A.K., Ghent; Boijmans 
van Beuningen, Rotterdam. In 1997, he represented the 
Netherlands at the Venice Biennale (with Aernout Mik). 
In the spring of 2025 he will have a solo exhibition at 
WIELS, Brussels.

The work of Oorebeek belongs to several museum collections, 
such as the Stedelijk Museum, the Museum Boijmans Van 
Beuningen, the Generali Foundation, and the Frac Île-de-
France and Frac des Pays de La Loire. In Belgium, the 
S.M.A.K, M Leuven, and KANAL-Centre Pompidou have 
acquired his work.
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