Anton Kénst | Counterpoint

The nine oil paintings in Counterpoint inhabit the edge of artist Antone K&nst’s practice,
demonstrating different approaches to the subjects that have occupied his pictorial exploration
and personal iconography. Resonating with an observational sensitivity to the natural world,
they are at once firmly grounded in the figure represented yet untethered to the thing itself.
There is playfulness and subtle jubilance, but it is the native and nuanced sort - the kind

found, inexplicably, in nature itself.

There is curiosity and serene confidence behind the work, which emanates through Kénst’s ac-
ceptance of unplanned elements to intrude. Like volunteer saplings, at first met with skepticism
if not consternation, they are kept, modified, pruned - until they become welcomed features of
the paintings and integral to their emotive success. Black dots on the face of anazure woman,
or blue ones on the branches of a plum tree; a refraction of a daffodil petal.

In Kénst’s hands, line, form, color, and value emerge and recede to create paintings of graph-
ic and emotional complexity and texture. One element rises imperceptibly to the forefront as
another dips, like voices in a fugue, pulsating with kaleidoscopic timbres and sub-rhythms. The
paintings delight on their face, to be sure, but offer their greatest reward in the swirling, undu-
lating, tapestried depths and contrapuntal harmonies that continually renew themselvesbe-
neath the surface.

- Elliot Richman
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