
Oil, Gas + Cars is a solo exhibition by photographer Tung Walsh. Assembling 
a selection from Walsh’s personal archive, these images skip trace life across 
the world: Azerbaijan to Harlem, Morocco to Cuba, Cairo and beyond.

Unaffordably large tubs of luscious caviar on a plastic tablecloth, a Lada 
dressed as a Ferrari, rhododendrons exquisitely exploding wild in a wood. 
Epic landscapes: dusty cities, winding roads, gigantic ports, intimate 
portraits. Walsh’s eye fixates between macro and micro. It appears he is 
driven to capture honest moments of normality that evoke confliction, the 
normal and the supernormal. Walsh’s portraits, objects and landscapes 
convey states of the human condition - aspirations, memories, the mechanics 
of mental structures and physical monoliths. 

For context, Oil, Gas + Cars takes a funny position in Walsh’s timeline. It’s 
both his first solo exhibition and equally a mid-career visit to his personal 
archive. Walsh has over a quarter of a century of experience working in 
all aspects of the trade as a photographer. Economic practicality and the 
relevance (or lack) of a gallery space in the proliferation of a photographer’s 
work means Walsh’s images have, up to now, been primarily seen as editorial, 
portraiture and campaigns in printed matter, magazine pages, covers and at 
points of sale.

Oil, Gas + Cars is a compendium of life that Walsh captured whilst fulfilling 
jobs for clients: paid travel. Shot entirely on film (a process in itself) Walsh’s 
edit exposes a superficially antiquated world that is comforting in that it is a 
continuation of a norm of sorts. These pictures have taken years to coagulate. 
Through these times millions of photographs are produced each day, 
everyone with a smartphone has the potential to become a photographer. 
Walsh’s experience in looking means the imagery seems keen to loose focus 
on that digital immediacy. The pictures present life with less of a concern of 
now: more of what is.

Oil, Gas + Cars contains images related to physical violence and may be 
distressing for some viewers. Viewer discretion is advised.
�
Founded in 2021 The Horse is an artist-run contemporary art gallery in 
Dublin 1 that seeks to provide a platform for emerging, experimental and 
underrepresented art practitioners. For sales, viewings and programming in 
general, please contact -

Matthew Wilkinson – mw@thehorsedublin.xyz

3 Bethesda Place, Dublin, D01 EY29  www.thehorsedublin.xyz
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Tung Walsh is a London-based photographer of Chinese-Irish heritage. 
He assisted Juergen Teller for several years before going on to make 
his own work, shooting for i-D, POP, Self Service, Arena Homme+, 
Vogue, NY Times T and WSJ Magazine, alongside commercial work 
for Chanel, Valentino, Nike, A.P.C. and others. His portraits include 
Tilda Swinton, Zaha Hadid, Jeff Koons, Gilbert & George, Christopher 
Nolan, Rem Koolhaas and Mark Leckey. Work has been shown at The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Photographers’ Gallery, Saatchi 
Gallery and Foam Amsterdam. This is his first exhibition in Ireland.

Also Visit - www.tungwalsh.net
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1	    Ladarrari, Havana 
	    2009	
	    C-type print, 48” x 34”

2	    Shark, Los Angeles
	    2002
	    C-type print, 23” x 17”

3	    Caviar, Moscow
	    2003
	    C-type print, 15” x 12”

4	    Businessman’s, Seoul
	    2008
	    C-type print, 15” x 12”

5	    Gas station 2, Baku
	    2011
	    C-type print, 12” x 10”

6	    Mud volcano 2, Qobustan
	    2011
	    C-type print, 17” x 22”

7	    Barcelona
	    2007
	    C-type print, 59” x 48”

8	    Beach, Baku
	    2011
	    C-type print, 63” x 48”

9	    St Moritz
	    2013
	    C-type print, 20” x 24”

10	   Flatbush, NYC
	    2011
	    C-type print, 22” x 16”

11	   The Malecon 2, Havana 
	    2009
	    C-type print, 23” x 34”

12	   Bullfight, Barcelona
	    2007
	    C-type print, 44” x 36”

13	   Parade, Manhattan, NYC
	    2011
	    C-type print, 16” x 21”

14	   Cairo
	    2025
	    C-type print, 15” x 12”

15	   Rhododendrons
	    2013
	    C-type print, 58” x 48”

WORKSLIST

3 Bethesda Place, Dublin, D01 EY29  www.thehorsedublin.xyz

16	   The Malecon 1, Havana 
	    2009
	    C-type print, 23” x 34”

17	   Bosphorus, Istanbul
	    2014
	    C-type print, 20” x 24”

18	   Kronplatz, South Tyrol
	    2024
	    C-type print, 44” x 36”

19	   Herefordshire
	    2006
	    C-type print, 44” x 36”

20	   Car Park, Santa Monica
	    2002
	    C-type print, 24” x 20”

21	   Mud volcano 1, Qobustan
	    2011
	    C-type print, 17” x 22”

22	   Mud volcano 4, Qobustan
	    2011
 	    C-type print, 17” x 22”

23	   Venice
	    2024
	    C-type print, 59” x 48”
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