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Bianca Beck: Eyes 
May 13 – September 6, 2026 
Opening Reception: May 23rd, 3 – 5 pm 
 
Rockland, ME – The Center for Maine Contemporary Art (“CMCA”) proudly announces 
Bianca Beck’s first institutional solo exhibition, “Eyes.” Organized by CMCA Curator 
Grant Wahlquist and accompanied by a fully-illustrated publication with a contribution by 
Dorothea Lasky, the exhibition runs from May 13 – September 6, 2026. An opening 
reception will occur on Saturday, May 23rd, from 3 – 5 pm.  
 
Bianca Beck is well known for works that refuse the distinction between painting and 
sculpture, creating abstract forms that gesture towards the figure in papier-mâché that 
become three-dimensional supports for expressive marks. Covered in DayGlo pink and 
purple, acid green, shimmering cerulean, and jewel-toned blue, the combined force of 
their shapes and colors generates an intense, steely joy, suggesting hybrid 
descendants of Paul Klee, Joan Mitchell, and Keith Haring. Featuring five new works 
that loom over the viewer like benign sentinels or beloved offspring grown miraculously 
large, this exhibition opens a new chapter in Beck’s exploration of kinship, dissent, 
hybridity, and the plurality of selfhood.  
  
Beck’s art can be understood as an expansive journey through the ethical and 
psychological dimensions of being with others—one informed by but not fully 
encompassed by their experience of queer parenthood in an un-gendered family. As the 
face-to-face encounter is a primary site of personal and ethical awareness—a place 
where we come to understand the dignity of others and the interdependence of our 
selves on and with the selves of others—Beck’s exhibition is an expression of a 
profound humanism in an inhumane time. At heart, these works are portraits that pursue 
the impossible task of rendering an entire lifespan all at once, from conception to 
childhood to midlife to death. Beck transforms the overlapping faces and visages of 
previous two-dimensional works into larger-scale three-dimensional works, their quiet 
benevolence evoking both Neolithic monuments and Cubist sculpture. In a conceptual 
parallel with the multiple viewpoints of Cubism and mobilizing negative space’s role in 
structuring sculptural presence, Beck allows multiple moments in time to unfold 
simultaneously, embracing a model of becoming in which nothing is lost, merely 
transformed. 
  
“The human form is always in transformation—moving, aging, growing, shrinking, 
shedding skin, and changing. As the site of all experience, our bodies hold our own 
histories, as well as that of each other. We are here because of everything that has 
come before, and we each have the power to impact what is to come.” 
 
The exhibition was made possible by the generous support of the Roxanne Quimby 
Foundation. 
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About the Artist  
 
Bianca Beck (b. 1979) received their BFA from Carnegie Mellon University and their 
MFA from Yale University. Beck’s solo and two-person exhibitions include Matéria 
Gallery, SPACE Gallery (with Sascha Braunig), Halsey McKay Gallery (with Susan 
Tepper), Uffner & Liu, and White Columns. Their work has been featured in group 
exhibitions at venues including the Shelburne Museum, the Institute of Contemporary 
Art at MECA&D, the deCordova Museum and Sculpture Park, Art Omi, 56 Henry, the 
Kunst- und Kuulturstiftung Opelvillen Rüsselsheim, Andrew Edlin Gallery, Tif Sigfrids 
Gallery, Night Gallery, David Petersen Gallery, Brennan & Griffin, the FLAG Art 
Foundation, Misako & Rosen, Harris Lieberman, and Cheim & Read. Their work is in 
the collection of the Dallas Museum of Art. They live and work in Portland, Maine. 
 

 
 
Bianca Beck 
Not yet titled, 2026 (detail) 
Papier-mâché, wood, steel wire, and acrylic and oil paint 
118 x 75 x 10 inches 
Courtesy of the artist, Uffner & Liu, and the Center for Maine Contemporary Art (Photo: 
Art Archival / Joel Tsui) 
 
About CMCA | cmcanow.org 
  
Located in downtown Rockland, Maine, CMCA is a contemporary arts institution 
presenting year-round exhibitions and educational programs for all ages.  
 

● Location: 21 Winter Street, Rockland, ME, 04841.  
● Winter Hours (Nov. 1 – May 24): Wednesday - Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm, Sunday 

12 to 5 pm. 
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● Summer Hours (May 26 – Oct. 31): Monday - Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; Sunday 
12 to 5 pm. 

● Closed Federal holidays.  
 
Admission is $10; seniors 65+ and students with ID are $8; children under 18 are free; 
CMCA members are free. For more information, please contact Grant Wahlquist 
(gwahlquist@cmcanow.org, 207.245.5732). 


