Amir Yatziv: A Report

A new solo exhibition by Amir Yatziv (b. 1972, lives and works in Tel Aviv-Yafo)
centers on Peter, a literary character drawn from Franz Kafka’s short story
A Report to an Academy (1917). Kafka’s Peter is an ape captured by a
hunting expedition and brought to Europe, where he learns to imitate human
behavior and performs on stages as an entertainer. Yatziv places Peter at
the heart of a new video installation based on live simulation which updates,
responds, and changes in real time.

Over the past two years, Yatziv has reanimated the character of Peter
using Al technologies and staged a series of duet performances with him. Taking
interpretive liberties with Kafka’s original text, Yatziv imagines a Peter who
no longer seeks only to integrate into human society but instead expresses
a strong desire to return to being an ape — a state he no longer remembers.
In these performances, the two converse about life, about Peter’s desires, his
habits and his experiences, and through their interaction an elusive dynamic of
power and control emerges. This dynamic also relates to the degree of freedom
granted to Peter, or what language models such as GPT refer to as “temperature.”
This parameter ranges from strict adherence to a written script to entirely
unpredictable responses, or what we may understand as free improvisation.

The idea of transforming the performance with Peter into an exhibition
at CCA Tel Aviv-Yafo led to a significant development in Yatziv’s work which
had to do with the discovery in Kafka’s estate of two previously unpublished
fragments from the story. Yatziv chose to use these fragments as a structural
premise for the exhibition. In them, Peter is described in the time between
performances — confined to his room, next to his agent’s room, attempting
to pass the hours while yearning for human contact.

Inspired by these fragments, Yatziv decided to situate Peter in the
Center’s ground-floor gallery as someone residing in a closed room. Here, Peter
is present throughout the exhibition’s opening hours, and spends his time
between performances, which take place on selected evenings in the gallery.
During his stay in the room, Peter prepares for his appearances, rehearsing
songs and dialogue excerpts from the show, and gathers information about his
prospective audience. He also performs mundane, everyday activities. In this, he
can be seen to echo early works in performance and video art, in which artists
confined themselves to enclosed spaces and documented repetitive actions
over extended periods — works Peter has “learned” as part of his preparation.!
Yet whereas those early works involved physical endurance, here we encounter

(11 what the artist calls “sisyphean computing”: no longer a body exerting itself,

Among the artists who served but a computational system that consumes and expends energy incessantly.
as a source of inspiration were

Joseph Beuys, Bruce Nauman,
Vito Acconci, Dan Graham, to engage in conversation. He, in turn, asks them questions and adapts his

Visitors are invited to observe Peter and even call him on the phone

Marina Abramovi¢, Tehching Hsieh, responses. When not interacting with his audience, Peter can be seen resting,
and Absalon, whose works engaged
with isolation, self-discipline, and
the relationships between body,
space, and audience. mirror or animating two puppet heads that serve as his imaginary companions.

pacing, playing the piano or watching nature documentaries on television. At
other moments, he withdraws into his inner world — reciting texts in front of a
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As part of his activity in the gallery, Peter is programmed to collect
information from visitors about their everyday behaviors, inspired by the
sociological research project Mass-Observation. Initiated in the UK in 1937 and
continuing to this day, Mass-Observation seeks to gather long-term data on the
habits and thoughts of ordinary people as they evolve over time. As an analog,
physical archive built on subjective impressions, it may be seen as an antithesis
to the digital databases that feed Peter as a deep-learning Al system. Much
like the Mass-Observation questionnaires, Peter studies his audience, gathering
human observations about the aspects of life that remain opaque to him.

The encounter with Peter invites renewed reflection on our relationships
with others — human to human, human to animal, human to machine — within
the framework of technologies that are rewiring our world. Ultimately, it raises
the question: who, in fact, is reporting to whom?

< CCA: Tel Aviv-Yafo

e W'
Q GmAt: e ol
AVIVI'IN-55 £:-°
YAFO19* :;jz \".(: b \J-"SUI'II'I I 60 ectlon
0'9n 7yan Ll



Nnawm 177

21170 W IMnT NTMY L (272K P12 73171 70,1972 T°9?) 2337 AR YW TN N21YN 1903
L1PRIRPRY 112WwnT 177,1917 NIWN KPR Y3710 PW 13PN 1119702 7MNpRw NPN1100 NI
mpnY b ow ,719171°K? X211 027178 NNPwn 2772 1323w 0TRTIP K17 RPOR YW 0D
1377 YW TRIN WD NX TRYn 137 JIRNWA 2R 2392 N2 Py Y51 NYWIIR NN
AR AT TINWA 712%3n ,NI3TYNNRA 770 717321170 0012R WM IR

nbyoinn NY9RIVI7 NIATI 100 YW 1MNT DX 2737 707 NINRT D7 NIwa
pOPY? DMYA 23WID WM Y13 1737 .077111 D°YDIM NTT0 1Y T ,N?N1IKRYA 1372 NIYInKI
,72%2 "W1IRA 021¥2 N2 NWAY TIY ARIW 137K 10?0 NP1 AV 19V L,RPDp YW Mpnn
D NMWn 0223w .91 N1PA% 21w 1911 137K 593 K17 ANIRW 1102 1102 1187 Xvan XX
%13 02273 PIPRIVIRI TIT - PRPNIM 1937 2y 00 Hw PRI by - 0na by
ek AN WA nRd 01 Ny 1 AR R Lwbw1 M3 YW apnpnan apin
2102 B7I0NY NITRXYT 1AW 7371 %Y Y3 7171 .GPT 1122 13w YTma 7 1uionu” 1310nw
WD INYRI 072727 1IRW 77 X ,N17193 X2 112120 7725

172177 NPNWway N1InK? 19172 1917yNY 10D 0y Y9Ina N300 Yy nawnnid
17 0°LINIID "W MR X1 AT P20 NA0MA L2730 Sw INTaya nPmynwn Mnnannd
TINZA 177N 7120 :YDIN? YOI 1AW (A1 102D DX OIRNAT IR IR ROW RPDR YW aryn
JWIIR Pany And1 1A DR 172yaY 70In 0w 1nR1 1Y

M3 1I01 5w YRR NMIp 12771912 7070 DX opnY 2737 1IN PR 0'YUR NRIWT
7AW A1 DX 01PN Oy 172m1 ANPN9T MW T1IRY X¥NnI K17 IRD 2130 1102 AMww
D°y211% 131207 700 TN INIW TwHA .1779271 Y51 N2 Ny nyn 0onpnnm ,0vyoina
9w 5apn %Y Y10 q0IX 131 YyOIRT 11 119KRIT OYLRI 11w VLR YN K17 112 023391001
NINR YW TR NN TITANR PIART T2An7 . NNY N1PRPR M2YD yxan 7% 1aym
TR NIPATA NIPIYD 197N 0°mINN 029912 DAZY NX 1720 02INK 7AW ,IXT1 0IN19ND
712770 ANAW D717 1912707 17°K1 L.121IYNY 13377 pYNI PR’ 0w niion - At
n9ann 12 XY — “NP21W°N NPDA0” 11397 JARTW AN X3 NIRIA MNTPIRG N1T1aya
.77 X5Y [1P273K N1Arant N3N NP1WeN N2IYn KoK YRRNN

X171 Y2 10y nMw? 19K Wwpna® aR1 1w %y 92pwn® 02nnn 1911yN1 071pan
1073 ,07PANR0 OY PPIPRIVIPR 137K IWKI L1PN121A0 DR DPRNNT MPRW DNIR PRIW 1787
SN0 N2 YIPW K17 0PINK D°YA73 P 1501 71918 X Y2M2 yo19 M3 1070 NX NG
070177 P19 2223 1% MWnWNT WX N1212 2NW W2IRN IR AR 211 0°0OpY 0PN

DPN1MAMINA 2V YR DpAnT J1 91082 NI0INn 10D ,777%12 1MPYon phna
,(Mass-Observation) 0731n7~N793N 7131977 *2121731071 IPANT NRIWAR ,N1R1A
W 1PMawnn1 07°v197 172277 Y YR 7I0K? 1N0AWI 1937 MIWA Y1 71707122 41N
N1MNWINT %Y 0012MT 212K 1NN RIAW ,NNANAA 712298 07w TIRY Y3Ini DRI
DX 022°TAW 02751227771 Y11 MARRY AMPLIR 1T Y110 11pna NIRI? IWoKR ,N172°0p27210
VD ,071NTNYDIN MNYRW NRIWNA .APIY 171 Yw AL N131yn Yy 0012anT 1133 10D
A% 02191 DRW 0712771 23 DY NPWIIR N1P03N 5w 12131 ,15W Hapn Nk 1mb?

5w MWTINn N1°N21 MAwn7 YW am TyIn jam s 07pani 192 waon:
N7201M1 - 71319 Oy 07X L7170 Oy DX 07X Oy 07X — 130X 221071 0y 13°w 0°0M°1 M3Iyn
o021 11awm 177 1013 90 A9KRW DR WINN Aym1 13119 DR WINn DI0NRY 1171210070

2737 7NN

[11]

TRIW PR 1AW 070K 172

,D712 q117 IR NInk 123 11 onn?
LORTIA T, 3PR 1071 ,JRIRI 0172
,01PWIARY W 1373w ,'PPAIANAR 13090
nynwn1a 117722 1p0Y D NITAYW
5np1 590,913 17aw 0°on a1 nongy

J2WN1 'T :2'X" 1'DN
N1'7270 NN 7w NNINXIND NAXIN
2026 'NN2 2—ININ292 19

Nd'NN2 NNYINND NdINYNN
NXVINN — 0'9N '7V9N

No0n ND'NN .NIRNI NIDNYT
IL.Collection 177y nann

72 DV YT :qNIW 2NID
|20 NON :217N'T [DND

‘2 My 0w nY
JVNDNTN N1 TITj
DN 'D17 ,)10 TNIN

20'"7 N :TR'DTNIN NITD

loollection  pEdR W wiEdis &F S CCA:191-21AR 9N

0'9n 7yan



A9 SR 4820l (B i deosids (Gl 5§ Joag Gty (1972 3u)l90) Cpensiy a0l B2
«dogd B3I I 2,859 lgimy 1917 ple 8,0Ladl 8K uiild) 8pad)] dadl lajduow dodl duasus
el Gy Lgyol JI s ceoleadl o dimy 3y e il Ll G HLudf-3,8 (81 e yay
B350 Egd90 ddog s Bty Joling 9800 1980 plol 2)lunad | Jlicly 5| Igled 8o
9.Q~DDL” u.@ﬂ E$)1.2u9 i g Al i 8o ] Qe A0 UMS)J"%..\ABJ.Q;@

U285 dus il duasuts aogs yio duas it bl (3l pueldl sde e
Gl Lol (s 3561 289 . d3LI (9,2l (o dleukes lg=o 038 elibodl cBMI danslgy
el § Zlodidl JI bid zaby azy o Sl Jodl § i ol 3] £ LaBl 8K o o] B
232 (0 13,8 oy 0l Aol la,Sin 3 g2 Il ) 8092l § du,y (o Lol imy S Sl
285 Lagiw Jeladl JAS (o9 4)ledy Slolegy i ©ls, Joo 8Ll Joo o3l gl
dogiaa| doysdl Hlade J] BAS duolipd)l 0da diedy -8losdly 898l po déglpo duSioliud
e e plidall 132 oy .GPT Jio s93) 23505 § "Eylyodl 4o (hnd Lo Sl cyind
5= gla_u";l oy dogdi bo 9i {MWI e Obloadl ug (FI STVIVRR-VIFl (Vi) IVER VY

Jos § pae y5hi J] poleall (&l S0 & (om0 Ul iy 2o oyl Jisod § pSitl] 31
Olaay Jud o el sz o) dopoBl LS &S5 (po pusbiie L jie plunad] 130 )] (B gty
dpdns Jgloy (Aol pde dd,é 8l3lowey 4id)é § Blzio 1,57y Lose w Joll ol § i
Sl Jolsi dI Gging cgll

4o 35all § o3l Gl dlo § yiw gy o Gaty 8  pemhaiall (pda J) bl
o8 JoWI (ol lg5ll Bo dgs Zluddl Olelu Jlgb i lia .dalgo di)s Sl oy B
A8, diel8] Julsg . DLa)l elad 10 838 Oluol § glaio iy &5 11 (25,2
Ologlme gasyg (18] (10 )lg> gblieg dolic gblie 38 1 dy3aall (o9l i d=iwy
Rso 25 ol jlunadl 130 (§ 39,5 degiie duogy Jlzal pads <lS Cole Ulg (0)3802 s
J =8l Bigig 8000w wlelad U1 pgudil Jie J] 0s3lid das cus g20:a)l (89 0Bl 8 8
§.3J| GMI Josud! Lo Lueyed) 0pdi (eud (o i «dalsin AVIETEY- SRR BRIy
Qs o 16w guols dudysunn LA diony Lo J] Lo Jomud 3,50l Jlasdl ells aule Oehil
ol Wy d8Ua)l 305y ellgins doguls doghiie Jo Sgad! Uiy JST

s LA g0 ol Loud ,aiisloneg 4 JLaddl g b oy didlyo Jf popmall I35 oo
of cladll 9 Fgmxio of Byyiune ol 15501 2o Meldio 55 3 (ums -lg) 185 w5 loun] il
283 ol 8Tl plol Logas Ll (AW delle (§ Gz syl wlasd B 65 Lalil) 13alive
Oalesiie (uied) Laodsay pwly Linod Je dppiy Oldo

p8 sk (£ )lgl (o Claglo gaz e yip dxey 52 (08 Ao (§ dbli (o 555
Mass-) «ualazd] dasilon pul Bgyzall (2elsmgul] Eodl (o 130 Laglivo (drogs!
S LBl olole (e OUly gos Bg2 1937 ple dio Ll (§ @l I (Observation
A3 olelbil e 38 JBles gyl 0092 (& 999 (JSill 0 By ddogsg - (pwinad | pus 0,885
dhogy i 5385 LIl duadl UL delsd) Lagds o)lacl (Spmall Joaall 130 I Bl (Say
Gualasdl daoMon Ol (o lglinls . §resl alsil) Lelibuol €153 datail e LasE Bl
A Sy 3 bo JS Jgo doluidl ool (o g B o519 0)980 s «pleu»

by Loy LudMe blosT pamd 8alelg wMell (o Rl B yiwg 513501 (o clall i
Al 0lzgleisdl ) lb] (as - A3 o Hluily Olsasdl 2o oluidly (luidl 2o Hlusidl - s
Sody i pd&y (8 115l Z)b dusdg Liadle i s

[1]

o '9—&«5 Qg\‘)«” u.ylum O® 099
e S 193 ey yLunadl 1390 plg]]
P OIS cpmigST 978 Ologl pugn
tpollivly e @rias pikdgolyl Uylo
AL pgllesi cdsiil Heilid pag

ow Sy, SIX bluaidlg
998adlg eladlly duwsdl

ey Lol Gawds (o poy=o
2026 ,)Li 2—2026 ,blui 19
Jéw (o pedy poymall plé)
098 lg Bl pudo — pwbe
IL.Collection (0 $Ls] acs pi8
JE plegi .o idjline LilS

Oblw Glwi Hlgsdl Ljow

JE jic 1SS Ganls
clibuodl £IS3UI daay,

ould el 09y gl
Bl slé 1oleyBl 4ol dadaill

e R ' -",'.h .
TELTN 2 V¥4e -
AVIVIANSS S50
YAFOID'- 3%

ilcollection

°
TIwn
naania
Unoom

0'9n 7yan

® CCA: Bl-canl J5



